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OCTOBER 30
Mookie Betts, Freddie Freeman and the Dodgers overcame a five-run deficit to top the Yankees, 7-6, and 
clinch their eighth World Series title in program history. In the top of the fifth and down 5-0, 2023 World 
Baseball participant Betts knocked home the Dodgers’ first run after he reached on an infield single. 
Following Betts’ RBI, two-time alum Freeman delivered a two-RBI single to contribute to a five-run rally and 
even the score thanks to a handful of Yankees’ errors. With momentum going their way, Betts gave his side 
the lead after he smacked a sacrifice fly to center field.  With the lead in their grasp, the Dodgers called 2014 
Collegiate National Team alum Walker Buehler to the mound with hopes of closing out the series-clinching 
win. Buehler was perfect in his lone inning of action, striking out two batters while not giving up a hit or a run 
in his time on the bump. The 7-6 win allowed the Dodgers to walk away with its eighth World Series title and 
first since 2020. 

The Yankees got a phenomenal start on the mound from two-time USA Baseball member Gerrit Cole. Cole 
tossed 6.2 innings of scoreless ball on the bump, striking out six batters while only yielding four hits. At 
the plate,Giancarlo Stanton slammed his postseason-leading seventh homer and 16th RBI in the loss. The 
home run shot came in the bottom of the third to extend the lead to five runs for New York. Stanton, who has 
been on a USA Baseball squad on two occasions, kept his foot on the gas and nabbed a sacrifice fly to put 
the Yankees ahead after Los Angeles tied the game after a five-run rally. 2010 14U National Team alum Alex 
Verdugo complemented Stanton, collecting an early RBI to score fellow USA Baseball alum Anthony Volpe. 
Despite the loss, Cole’s performance moved him to 22 strikeouts in the current postseason, which is good 
for second on the 2024 playoff rankings. 2011 18U National Team alum Jesse Winker had a perfect day at 
the plate, going 3-for-3 in the Mets’ 5-3 win over the White Sox. Winker got started early when he smacked a 
solo home run in the first inning to put New York up 3-0 in the first. His next hit consisted of an RBI single to 
right field, which put his side up 4-1 in the top of the third frame. Winker added a single in the top of the sixth 
where he would cross the plate to put his side up by three runs. Winker now owns a .273 batting average 
with 13 home runs in 2024.  

OCTOBER 29
Four-time USA Baseball alum Anthony Volpe couldn’t have picked a better game to crack his first homer 
of the postseason, saving the Yankees 2024 campaign with a huge grand slam to take Game 4 of the World 
series, 11-4, over the Dodgers. His third inning grand slam ignited a fire under the Yankees to force a Game 
5. Volpe finished the contest with a game-highs in RBIs (4), runs scored (3), and stolen bases (2). 2010 14U 
National Team alum Alex Verdugo tacked on two insurance runs for the Yankees to complement Volpe’s 
astonishing day and extend the series. Boston’s Tanner Houck tossed six scoreless innings for the Red Sox 
in a 7-5 victory over the Tigers. The three-time USA Baseball alum yielded three hits and two walks in his six 
innings of action, which allowed the Red Sox offense to perform with an added sense of confidence. In his 
last three appearances on the bump, Houck has collected 16 strikeouts while only walking six batters in that 
frame. 

Opposite of the Yankees, the duo of Will Smith and Freddie Freeman both smacked home runs. The two were 
responsible for all of the Dodgers’ runs in the contest. Smith, a 2023 World Baseball classic participant, 
slammed his solo homer in the top of the fifth on an 0-2 count while Freeman cranked his two-run shot in 
the top of the first. Freeman has hit a home run in all four games of the World Series, setting a new MLB 
record with a home run in six straight World Series games. Combined, the duo now owns seven total home 
runs in the 2024 postseason. Smith, Freeman, and the Dodgers will look to get back on track in Game 5 at 
Yankee Stadium. 



ALUMNI REPORT OCTOBER 2024

OCTOBER 28
The Dodgers duo consisting of Freddie Freeman and Mookie Betts led the way at the plate to help Los 
Angeles claim a 4-2 win and a 3-0 series advantage after downing the Yankees in Game 3 of the World 
Series. Freeman’s two-run shot in the top of the first frame put the Dodgers up 2-0 early and marked three 
games in a row with a home run for the two-time USA Baseball alum. Betts, a 2023 World Baseball Classic 
participant, added on an insurance run in the third inning when he cracked an RBI single to right field after a 
nine-pitch at-bat.

While Freeman and Betts held it down at the dish, 2014 Collegiate National Team alum Walker Buehler 
headed the defense from his perch on the mound. Buehler tossed five innings of scoreless baseball. In 
those five frames, Buehler struck out five Yankees’ batters while only yielding two hits and two walks. The 
6’2 right-hander was particularly strong in the second and third innings, forcing six straight outs and raking 
up four strikeouts in that frame. The trio is now one win away from leading the Dodgers to its eighth World 
Series title in franchise history.

Opposite of the Dodgers’ trio, Yankees’ outfielder Alex Verdugo had an identical line to Freeman. In the 
bottom of the ninth inning, down 4-0, the 2010 14U National Team alum smacked a two-run homer to cut the 
lead to two runs. Despite the loss, Verdugo’s homer marked his first of the 2024 postseason. Verdugo and the 
Yankees will look to get back on track in Game 4 of the World Series.

OCTOBER 26
2023 World Baseball Classic alum Mookie Betts went 2-for-4 and scored a run to help the Dodgers take a 2-0 
series lead over the Yankees after a 4-2 victory in Game 2 of the World Series. Both of Betts’ hits came in the 
form of singles, increasing his batting average to .294 in postseason action. After his second single, which 
came in the bottom of the third inning, Betts rounded the bases as a part of a three-run outburst that was 
vital in the win. In an attempt at a comeback for the Yankees, two-time Team USA member Giancarlo Stanton 
knocked home a run in the top of the ninth, which was not enough to take the lead. With the late-game RBI, 
Stanton is now tied for most RBIs in the 2024 postseason with 14.

OCTOBER 25
Two-time USA Baseball alum and Yankees’ star Giancarlo Stanton crushed a two-run homer in New York’s 
6-3 loss to the Dodgers in Game 1 of the World Series on Friday. The two-run shot came at the moment his 
team needed him the most, down 1-0 in the top of the sixth, Stanton put his side up with the booming hit 
that traveled 412 feet to left field. Despite the loss, Stanton’s sixth homer placed him atop the leaderboard 
in postseason play. Another Yankee and two-time USA Baseball participant Gerrit Cole had a strong showing 
on the bump. Cole got the nod and was nothing short of efficient as he tossed six frames of one-hit baseball. 
The Newport Beach, California product fanned four batters and yielded four hits throughout his appearance 
in Game 1.

Opposite of the Yankees’ duo was 2023 World Baseball Classic alum Mookie Betts of the Dodgers. It wasn’t 
the most dominant game for Betts, but his late-game effort was detrimental in the Dodgers’ winning effort. 
In the bottom of the eighth inning, with the Dodgers down one run, Betts smacked a sacrifice fly to center to 
field to even the score at two runs each. After a scoreless ninth frame, the two powerhouses extended the 
game into a tenth inning. With the Yankees up 3-2 in the bottom of the tenth, Betts made his way to first base 
via an intentional walk and would later score thanks to a walk-off grand slam from fellow USA Baseball alum 
Freddie Freeman to take Game 1.
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OCTOBER 23
2021 Collegiate National Team alum Drew Gilbert smacked two home runs and had a game-high four RBIs 
in the Scottsdale Scorpions 11-10 loss to the Peoria Javelinas on Wednesday in Arizona Fall League (AFL) 
action. Gilbert began his night reaching first base on a single to right field and advanced to second on a wild 
pitch before scoring on a fly ball single. After crossing the plate himself, Gilbert got in on the RBI action after 
he nabbed a two-run homer when he jacked a ball to right center field. In an attempt at a comeback, with his 
side down 11-6 in the bottom of the ninth, the Mets’ prospect cracked another two-run shot to pull his squad 
within three runs, but the lead proved insurmountable. Despite dropping the contest, Gilbert’s two home runs 
lifted him to a tied-for-second mark with three home runs in the AFL after putting forth his best performance 
of the season.

OCTOBER 20
2014 15U National Team member Mark Vientos accounted for nearly half of the Mets’ runs in their 10-5 loss 
to the Dodgers in Game 6 of the NLCS. With New York down 6-1 in the top of the fourth inning, Vientos took a 
slider 401 feet to center field to cut the lead to three runs. The rest of the way was all Dodgers, seeing fellow 
USA Baseball alumni Will Smith and Mookie Betts power the Dodgers to the World Series. Smith smacked a 
two-run homer and Betts hit a timely RBI double to pave the way to victory. Although his side lost, Vientos, at 
only 24-years-old, led the postseason at the end of the league championships with five home runs.

OCTOBER 19
The Yankees’ Giancarlo Stanton played a massive role in a 5-2 ten-frame victory over the Guardians to claim 
the ALCS series in Game 5. The New York offense was stagnant through five innings, allowing Cleveland 
to build confidence in a Game 6 bid after they jumped out to a 2-0 lead. Stanton, a two-time USA Baseball 
alum, put all of those thoughts to rest after he slugged a two-run homer 446 feet to left center field, which 
tied the score at two runs each. The homer served as a spark plug for the Yankees, seeing them go on a 
three-run outburst in the top of the tenth inning to take Game 5 and the series as a whole. In 36 games in the 
postseason throughout his career, Stanton boasts a .269 batting average with 16 homers.

OCTOBER 18
The Mets’ duo of Pete Alonso and Jesse Winker went a combined 4-for-6 with four RBIs in the Mets’ 12-6 
rout of the Dodgers in Game 5 of the NLCS. Alonso, a 2023 World Baseball Classic alum, made his mark early 
with a three-run homer in the bottom of the first to put the Mets up by three. Shortly after, the two were 
walked in back-to-back at-bats and driven home thanks to a double to lift New York up by four runs. By the 
time the fourth inning came around, Alonso had found his way to first for the third time after he was hit by 
a pitch. Winker, a 2011 18U National Team alum, pushed Alonso home right after with a clutch RBI triple to 
right field. Despite the loss, Dodgers’ star and 2023 World Baseball Classic alum Mookie Betts slammed a 
solo home run in the contest. Alonso scored a game-high four times while Winker followed him, crossing the 
plate on three different occasions.

Two-time USA Baseball alum Giancarlo Stanton smacked a three-run homer in the Yankees’ 8-6 win over 
the Guardians to take a 3-1 lead in the ALCS. Stanton’s homer came in the top of the sixth frame. With the 
Yankees up 3-2, Stanton blasted his three-run shot to extend the lead to four runs, allowing for the Yankees 
to walk away with the win. Stanton has been on fire at the plate this postseason, collecting three home runs 
in his last four games.
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OCTOBER 17
2023 World Baseball Classic alum Mookie Betts tallied a whopping four hits to lead the Dodgers past the 
Mets, 10-2, to take a 3-1 lead in the NLCS. A two-run homer and two-run double were amongst Betts’ four 
hits that sparked the Dodgers’ offense. His double was arguably the most important hit of the game. With 
the Dodgers up 3-2 in a tight battle in the fourth frame, Betts took advantage of a 2-0 count and drilled a 
double to left field to extend the lead to three runs. Betts also added two singles throughout the rest of his 
performance, leading him to score on both occasions and guide his squad to victory. Opposite of Betts, 2014 
15U National Team alum and Mets’ star Mark Vientos cracked a home run of his own, marking his fourth in 
the postseason.

OCTOEBR 16
Walker Buehler and the Dodgers shut the Mets out, 8-0, for the second time in three games, to take a 2-1 
advantage in the NLCS. Buehler was all you could ask for in regards to a starting pitcher as he tossed four 
innings of scoreless baseball. Buehler, a 2014 Collegiate National Team alum, yielded three hits and two 
walks, but that was easily overlooked after he racked up six strikeouts. The 6’2 right-hander got stronger 
as the game went on and forced three straight outs in his final inning of action. In his last four appearances, 
Buehler is averaging four strikeouts per game with his highest total being nine.

While Buehler led the defense, 2023 World Baseball Classic alum Will Smith provided a spark for the offense. 
With both teams scoreless after the first inning, Smith reached first base on an infield single to shortstop, 
which put the first run of the game on the board and gave the Dodgers a 1-0 lead. Later in the eighth, Smith 
made his way to the bases again thanks to a five-pitch walk and scored for the first time in the contest 
courtesy of Shohei Ohtani’s booming three-run homer. Smith currently owns 75 RBIs and has scored on 77 
occasions in the current season.

OCTOBER 15
The duo of Anthony Volpe and Alex Verdugo helped the Yankees down the Guardians 6-3 on Tuesday to take 
a 2-0 advantage in the ALCS. Volpe started things off with a single to center field in the bottom of the second. 
After Volpe made his way to third, Verdugo did the rest of the work and pushed him home with an RBI double 
to left field. In the sixth, Volpe made his way to first base via a walk, his first of two, and scored thanks to a 
fielding error to give the Yankees a two-run lead. Verdugo and Volpe each added another walk later in the 
contest, but were both left on the base path. Volpe’s two runs scored allowed him to eclipse the 90 mark in 
2024 while Verdugo moved his RBI total to 61.

OCTOBER 14
Two-time USA Baseball alum Carlos Rodon racked up nine strikeouts in six innings of play on the mound for 
the Yankees in a 5-2 win over the Guardians in Game 1 of the ALCS. Rodon got the win, and rightfully so, after 
his dominant performance on the bump. The NC State Wolfpack alum commanded from his perch throughout 
the contest and was eerily efficient, yielding three hits and zero walks throughout his outing. Giancarlo 
Stanton, also a two-time USA Baseball member, backed up Rodon’s defense at the plate. Stanton cracked a 
solo homer in the bottom of the seventh to extend New York’s lead to four runs. He also earned a walk and 
scored after advancing to third via a wild pitch. Stanton has now registered at least one RBI in his last four 
games.

A day after being shutout in the opening contest of the NLCS, Mark Vientos and the Mets responded in a 



ALUMNI REPORT OCTOBER 2024

big way in Game 2 with a 7-3 victory over the Dodgers. After both teams went scoreless in the first frame, 
the Mets began the second by going on a five-run outburst. Vientos played a massive role in the run as he 
cranked a booming grand slam to center field, scoring fellow USA Baseball alum Jesse Winker, to put the 
Mets up 6-0. The 2014 15U National Team member added a single later in the game, but was left stranded 
on the base path. With the performance, the Mets tied the series at one game each while Vientos moved his 
home run total to 27 in the current season.

OCTOBER 13
Jack Flaherty and the Dodgers tied a postseason mark of 33 straight scoreless innings after they kept the 
Mets off of the board and won Game 1 of the NLCS, 9-0. Flaherty, a 2013 18U National Team alum, was 
dominant on the bump, tossing seven frames of scoreless baseball. The 6’4 right-hander fanned six batters 
throughout his appearance, marking his best total in his last five outings. While Flaherty held it down on 
the mound, fellow USA Baseball alum Mookie Betts provided some offense for the Dodgers. Betts raked in 
a game-best three RBIs and crossed the plate himself on one occasion. The bulk of Betts’ damage came in 
the bottom of the eighth after he smacked a base-clearing double to left field, which put Los Angeles up 9-0. 
Betts now owns six RBIs in his last four games.

OCTOBER 12
2013 18U National Team alum Lane Thomas cracked a timely grand slam in the Guardians ALDS-clinching 
Game 5 victory over the Detroit Tigers. With the score knotted at one run each in the bottom of the fifth frame 
and bases loaded for the Guardians, Thomas launched the grand slam to put his team up 5-1. Later in the 
seventh inning, he nabbed another RBI thanks to an infield single. Thomas finished his night with a game-
high 5 RBIs, which moved him to 63 on the year.

OCTOBER 10
Two-time USA Baseball alum Gerrit Cole was immaculate on the mound, tossing seven innings of one-run 
baseball in the Yankees series-clinching 3-1 win over the Royals on Thursday. Cole got the win in the crucial 
matchup, his eight of the year, in which he yielded six hits and racked up four strikeouts to keep the Royals 
at bay. Another Yankee and two-time USA Baseball member Giancarlo Stanton helped advance New York to 
the ALCS due to his timely RBI to extend New York’s lead. The Yankees will look to keep the momentum in the 
next round where they will face the winner of the Guardians and Tigers series.

OCTOBER 9
Two-time USA Baseball alum Giancarlo Stanton put the Yankees up in the top of the eighth inning with a 
home run to allow New York to clinch Game 3 of the AL Division Series at Kauffman Stadium. Prior to the 
homer, Stanton cracked an RBI double in the fourth frame to give his crew a 1-0 lead. Both sides battled, 
which resulted in a locked score at two runs each. Stanton took matters into his own hands and smoked a 
ball 417 feet to left center field to give the Yankees an edge and clinch the win to go up 2-1 in the series. The 
Panorama City, California product owns 27 home runs and 72 RBIs on the year.

The Dodgers’ Mookie Betts and Will Smith both cranked home runs in Los Angeles’ 8-0 win over the Padres 
in Game 4 of the NL Division Series to even the series at two games each. Betts wasted no time getting his 
squad on the board as he delivered a solo shot over the center field wall in the top of the first frame. Betts 
tacked on another run in the top of the second thanks to an RBI single to right field. Not to be outdone, Smith 
drove in two runs of his home after he delivered a two-run homer in the third to put the Dodgers up 5-0. The 
2023 World Baseball Classic teammates own almost identical lines in 2024. Betts owns 19 home runs while 
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Smith has collected 20. The duo both own 75 RBIs each on the year.

OCTOBER 8
2023 World Baseball Classic alum Mookie Betts had a 2-for-4 night at the plate with a home run in the 
Dodgers’ 6-5 loss to the Padres on Tuesday in Game 3 of the NL Division Series. Betts began the contest by 
working to a full count and then blasting a 342-foot solo home run to left field to give the Dodgers a 1-0 lead 
in the top of the first frame. The Nashville, Tennessee native kept his momentum at the dish when he slapped 
a single to center field to load the bases. In the next at-bat after his single, Betts scored thanks to a grand 
slam, which cut the deficit to a single run. Despite the outstanding performance, the Dodgers walked away 
with the loss and gave the Padres a 2-1 lead in the NLDS.

The Mets’ duo of Pete Alonso and Jesse Winker sparked the offense to allow New York to capture a 7-2 win 
and take a 2-1 series lead over the Phillies in the NL Division Series. Alonso, a 2023 World Baseball Classic 
alum, was the first of the two to put on the run on the board after he crushed a solo shot over the right field 
wall, which gave the Mets a 1-0 lead in the bottom of the second. In the fourth, Winker increased the lead 
to two runs when he took a four-seam fastball almost 400 feet to right field. Alonso was also walked on 
two occasions, which resulted in him scoring once more. Alonso now owns three home runs in his last four 
games, which ranks second in 2024 postseason play.

OCTOBER 7
2015 Collegiate National Team alum Garrett Hampson went a perfect 2-for-2 at the plate in the Royals’ 4-2 
win over the Yankees to even the AL Division Series at one game each. Hampson came up clutch for the 
Royals in the top of the fourth frame when he delivered an RBI single to extend their lead to 3-1. After a 
pitching change from New York, Hampson was advanced home to mark his first run of the contest. He also 
added a hit in the third frame, but was left stranded after making it to third base. Hampson boasts a .230 
batting average along with 16 RBIs in 2024.

OCTOBER 6
2014 15U National Team alum Mark Vientos went 3-for-4 with two home runs and a game-high four RBIs 
in the Mets’ 7-6 loss to the Phillies in Game 2 of the NL Division Series. After two scoreless frames from 
both teams, Vientos put his squad up 2-0 with a 354-foot shot to right field. The Norwalk, Connecticut native 
replicated his first hit with another two-run homer in the top of the ninth to tie the score at six runs each. 
With the score knotted, fellow USA Baseball alum Nick Castellanos delivered an RBI single to score three-
time USA Baseball alum Trea Turner and win the game. Two-time USAB alum Bryce Harper, of the Phillies, 
was also crucial in the win as he cranked a home run and registered two RBIs.

Kyle Higashioka and the Padres cruised to a 10-2 win over the Dodgers to even the NL Division Series, 1-1, 
on Sunday at Dodger Stadium. Despite a rough start and a lengthy delay, Higashioka took advantage of a 1-0 
count and crushed a solo home run to center field to give the Padres an 8-1 lead. The home run continued 
Higashioka’s hot streak at the plate as he now owns four home runs in his last five games.

OCTOBER 5
2016 18U National Team member MJ Melendez collected his 17th homer of the season in the Royals’ 6-5 
loss to the Yankees on Saturday. Melendez smacked the two-run homer in the top of the fourth, providing the 
Royals a 3-2 lead after briefly being down 2-1 earlier. Opposite of Melendez, fellow USA Baseball alum Alex 
Verdugo stepped up with the score knotted at five runs each on the bottom of the seventh and delivered a 



ALUMNI REPORT OCTOBER 2024

go-ahead RBI single that would ultimately allow the Yankees to clinch the game. Verdugo moves to 61 RBIs 
on the season and has four RBIs in his last four games.

Lane Thomas crushed a three-run homer as a part of a five-run outburst to help the Guardians blank 
the Tigers in a 7-0 affair. Thomas, a 2013 18U National Team alum, and the Guardians raced out to a 5-0 
lead in the bottom of the first thanks in large part to Thomas’ three-run shot, which traveled 394 feet. His 
performance notched him a game-best three RBIs and allowed the Guardians snag a win in the opening 
contest of the AL Division Series. 

Two-time USA Baseball alum Kyle Schwarber cracked a home run in the Phillies’ 6-2 loss to the Mets in 
the opening game of the 2024 NL Division Series on Saturday at Citizens Bank Park. Schwarber led off the 
bottom of the first for the Phillies and delivered a solo homer to put his side up early. Schwarber also added 
a single later in the contest, but was left stranded. He now owns 38 home runs in 2024, which is good for 
eighth best in the MLB.

OCTOBER 3
The Mets’ duo of Pete Alonso and Jesse Winker were crucial in New York’s 4-2 win in Game 3 of the NL Wild 
Card Series over the Milwaukee Brewers. Alonso, a 2023 World Baseball Classic alum, provided the spark 
with his go-ahead three-run homer in the top of the ninth inning. 2011 18U National Team alum Jesse Winker 
got hit by a pitch right after the homer and made his way home via a hit from his teammate to tack on an 
insurance run and seal the victory. Alonso, Winker, and the Mets now move to the NL Division Series where 
they will square off with the Phillies.

OCTOBER 2
2019 Collegiate National Team alum Garrett Mitchell slapped a two-run homer in the Brewers 5-3 win 
over the New York Mets in Game 2 of the NL Wild Card Series. The home run couldn’t have come at a better 
moment. In the bottom of the eighth, with the score locked at three runs, Mitchell stepped up to the plate 
and delivered the go-ahead shot on the very first pitch of his at-bat to give his side a 5-3 advantage and 
ultimately the win. The homer was Mitchell’s eighth of the year and it increased his RBI total to 21.

Padres’ Kyle Higashioka smacked a home run to spark a San Diego rally and down the Braves 5-4 to 
complete the NL Wild Card Series sweep. The five-run outburst came in the bottom of the second frame with 
the Padres down 1-0. Higashioka was the first Padre to get a run on the board via his 376-foot home run to 
left center field. The 2023 World Baseball Classic alum also earned a walk, but was ultimately left stranded. 
Higashioka now owns 17 home runs on the season and has at least one home run in each of his last three 
games.

OCTOBER 1
The Mets’ duo of Mark Vientos and Jesse Winker provided New York’s offense with a spark, nabbing a 
combined four RBIs in the Mets’ 8-4 victory over the Brewers in Game 1 of the NL Wild Card Series. Vientos, 
a 2014 15U National Team alum, was the first of the two to nab a hit, which was a single to center field in the 
top of the second frame. After Vientos advanced to second, Winker, a 2011 18U National Team alum, slashed 
a two-RBI triple to push Vientos home and lock the score at two runs each. In the top of the fifth, Vientos 
crushed a two-RBI single, giving his side a two-run lead. In the game, Vientos moved his RBI total to 71 while 
Winker jumped up to 58.

2023 World Baseball Classic alum Kyle Higashioka nabbed two RBIs to help lift the Padres over the Braves, 
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4-0, in Game 1 of the NL Wild Card Series on Tuesday. With the Padres up 2-0 in the bottom of the second 
frame, Higashioka slapped a sacrifice fly to center field, which allowed fellow USA Baseball alum Jake 
Cronenworth to cross the plate. Higashioka followed up the sacrifice fly by knocking his 17th home run of the 
season, which came in the form of a solo shot and gave the Padres a 4-0 advantage. Higashioka, a product of 
Huntington Beach, California, now owns back-to-back games with at least two RBIs and a homer.


