
 

     

 

MEDIA ADVISORY            January 8, 2025 
 

MEDIA CREDENTIAL APPLICATION FOR WORLD BASEBALL CLASSIC 
QUALIFIERS AVAILABLE TODAY 

 

Applications for Taipei, Taiwan Qualifier Due By Friday, February 7th and 
for Tucson, Arizona Qualifier By Friday, February 28th   

 
Media credential applications for the 2025 World Baseball Classic Qualifiers taking place in Taipei, Taiwan 

and Tucson, Arizona are available beginning today at http://credentials.mlb.com. All applications must be 

submitted online by the respective date. The application deadline for the Taipei venue is Friday, February 7th, while 

the Tucson venue deadline is Friday, February 28th. No applications will be accepted after this deadline. 

Sixteen teams are competing in the 2026 World Baseball Classic, with 

four spots remaining for the main tournament.  Four teams will play at the first 

Qualifier at the Taipei Dome in Taiwan from February 21st-25th, featuring the 

National Teams of Chinese Taipei, Nicaragua, South Africa and Spain.  

From March 2nd-6th, the National Teams of Brazil, China, Colombia and Germany will head to Tucson, 

Arizona, for the Qualifiers taking place at Kino Veterans Memorial Stadium. The top two clubs at each Qualifier will 

advance to the World Baseball Classic in 2026. 

The online form will be the only acceptable application for the 2025 World Baseball Classic Qualifiers media 

credentials, as no other application or request will be processed.  Applications must be completed by the Sports 

Editor or Sports Director.  All completed applications must include a 1" x 1" hi-resolution photo (JPEG format) and 

valid e-mail address for each applicant.   

Media members who have used the MLB Club Credentialing system to apply for a jewel event or regular 

season games in the past have access to the application by signing in with your e-mail address.  If you have 

forgotten your password, you can obtain a new one by clicking the “Reset Password” option on the credential 

homepage. 

Media outlets that have not previously applied online for MLB credentials must contact the MLB 

Communications Department via e-mail at credentials@mlb.com to gain access to the credentialing system. Once 

in the system, managers will need to click on “Apply to Events” and click on the World Baseball Classic logo to find 

“2025 WBCQ – Taipei, Taiwan” and “2025 WBCQ – Tucson, Arizona”. 
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BACKGROUND ON THE 2026 WORLD BASEBALL CLASSIC 
 

In August 2024, World Baseball Classic, Inc. (WBCI) announced the pools 

and schedule for the 2026 World Baseball Classic taking place at loanDepot park, the 

home of the Miami Marlins, in Florida; Minute Maid Park, the home of the Houston 

Astros, in Texas; the Tokyo Dome in Japan; and Hiram Bithorn Stadium in San Juan, 

Puerto Rico. 

In 2023, the field of teams expanded to 20 for the first time in the tournament’s history.  The 16 teams that finished within 

the top four of their respective first round pools in the 2023 Classic are invited to play in 2026 and will be joined by four teams that will 

have advanced from the 2025 World Baseball Classic Qualifiers. 

Pool A will take place at Hiram Bithorn Stadium, which returns as a World Baseball Classic host in 2026 after serving as a first-

round venue in 2006, 2009 and 2013. Games in San Juan will be played from Friday, March 6th-Wednesday, March 11th, with the host 

team Puerto Rico joined by Canada, Cuba, Panama and the winner of a Qualifier. 

Pool B at Minute Maid Park will also be played from Friday, March 6th-Wednesday, March 11th. The ballpark, which is hosting 

the World Baseball Classic for the first time, will feature teams from Great Britain, Italy, Mexico and the United States along with the 

winner of a Qualifier. 

Pool C will be played at the Tokyo Dome, which has hosted pools in each of the previous five World Baseball Classics (2006, 

2009, 2013, 2017 and 2023), from Thursday, March 5th-Tuesday, March 10th. The teams competing in Tokyo will include the host team 

and defending World Baseball Classic Champions from Samurai Japan, along with Australia, Czechia, Korea and the winner of a Qualifier. 

loanDepot park in Miami, which will host Pool D in the opening round, became the first venue in tournament history to host 

games in all three rounds of a World Baseball Classic in the same year in 2023, and will once again host contests in each of the 

three rounds in 2026, culminating with the Championship Game. First round games in Miami will be played from Friday, March 6th-

Wednesday, March 11th and will feature the Dominican Republic, Israel, the Netherlands, Venezuela and the winner of a Qualifier. 

Similar to the 2023 World Baseball Classic, opening round games will feature pool play in each of the four venues with the 

top two teams from each pool advancing to the Quarterfinals, which again features single-elimination games. 

The Quarterfinals in Houston and Miami will be played on Friday, March 13th and Saturday, March 14th. Minute Maid Park 

will host the teams advancing from Pool A and Pool B, while loanDepot park hosts the teams advancing from Pool C and Pool D. If 

Team USA advances to the Quarterfinal round in Houston, their game will be played on Friday, March 13th regardless of whether 

they are the Pool B winner or runner-up. Similarly, if Samurai Japan advances to the Quarterfinal round in Miami, their game will 

take place on Saturday, March 14th regardless of whether they are the Pool C winner or runner-up. 

The Championship Round in Miami will begin on Sunday, March 15th with the first of two Semifinal matchups while the 

second Semifinal takes place on Monday, March 16th. The Championship Game will be played on Tuesday, March 17th.  Full ticketing 

information for the 2026 tournament will be announced at a later date, but fans can register now at worldbaseballclassic.com/tickets 

to receive the most up to date information, including how to receive exclusive priority access before tickets go on sale. 

The World Baseball Classic is sanctioned by the World Baseball Softball Confederation (WBSC) as the sport’s official National 

Team World Championship. 

# # # 

Contact: Major League Baseball Communications, (212) 931-7878; Major League Baseball Players Association, (212) 826-0808. 
 

http://www.worldbaseballclassic.com/tickets

