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About the World Baseball Classic 
Globe’s Got Game: The sixth installment of the biggest international baseball tournament in the world 
brings many of the best players on the planet together to compete for their home countries and territories. 
Japan won the first two versions of the tournament, taking home trophies in 2006 and 2009. In 2013, a 
dominant Dominican Republic squad did not lose a game, going 8-0, in winning the title. In 2017, the 
United States won it all. Then, in 2023, Japan claimed its third title.  
 
This one-of-a-kind tournament was created to serve as a platform for increasing baseball’s worldwide 
exposure, attracting new fans and players to the universal game of baseball. More than 4.7 million fans 
from all over the world attended WBC games over the first five installments. The 2023 World Baseball 
Classic generated total viewership of 455 million across 152 countries and territories. At least $250 million in 
new government funding tied to the World Baseball Classic has flowed to federations since 2006. At least 
35 new baseball facilities linked to the World Baseball Classic have been built since 2011. 
  
Since its debut, the World Baseball Classic has shown continued growth across the international stage, 
showcasing 16 different countries and territories in both 2006 and 2009. In 2013, a new Qualifier round 
was introduced. A total of 12 new countries were invited to participate in the Fall 2012 event along with 
four teams from the 2009 tournament that were required to re-qualify for the 2013 Classic, to fill another 
16-federation field. The Qualifying Round returned for the 2017 edition of the WBC, leading to the 
first-ever WBC berths for the national teams of Colombia and Israel. For the 2023 edition, the field 
expanded to 20 – with all 16 countries that participated in the ‘17 WBC returning, along with four 
additional teams from the Qualifying Round. National teams of Great Britain, Nicaragua and Czechia each 
received a first-ever WBC berth, and Panama qualified to return for the first time since 2009. The 2026 
field features each of the top four finishers from the four pools in 2023 and four teams that advanced from 
the 2025 qualifiers. They are Nicaragua, Colombia and Chinese Taipei, which were part of the ‘23 WBC, 
and Brazil, making its second appearance (2013). 
 
The competitive format of the 2026 World Baseball Classic will feature 10 Round Robin games per pool 
during the First Round, with the top two teams from each pool advancing to the single-elimination bracket, 
consisting of four single-elimination games in the Quarterfinal Round and three single-elimination games 
in the Championship Round.  
 
The 2026 World Baseball Classic has already set the all-time tournament attendance record. This year’s 
tournament also set new attendance marks for an individual pool (Tokyo) and a U.S. pool (Houston). 
 
Previous records were all from 2023: Total Attendance (1,306,414), Individual Pool (Tokyo: 361,976), U.S. 
Pool (Miami: 295,850). 
 



For a complete schedule and ticket information, go to worldbaseballclassic.com.  
 

FORMAT AND LOCATIONS 
 
FIRST ROUND (ROUND ROBIN) 
Pool A: Puerto Rico, Cuba, Canada, Colombia, Panama at Hiram Bithorn Stadium, San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, March 6-11 
Pool B: USA, Mexico, Italy, Great Britain, Brazil at Daikin Park, Houston, Texas, March 6-11 
Pool C: Japan, Australia, Korea, Czechia, Chinese Taipei at Tokyo Dome, Tokyo, Japan, March 5-10 
Pool D: Venezuela, Dominican Republic, Netherlands, Israel, Nicaragua at loanDepot Park, Miami, 
Florida, March 6-11 
 
QUARTERFINAL ROUND (SINGLE ELIMINATION) 
Quarterfinal: Pool A Runner-up vs. Pool B Winner, at Daikin Park, March 14 
Quarterfinal: Pool B Runner-up vs. Pool A Winner, at Daikin Park, March 13 
Quarterfinal: Pool C Runner-up vs. Pool D Winner, at loanDepot Park, March 13 
Quarterfinal: Pool D Runner-up vs. Pool C Winner, at loanDepot Park, March 14 
 
CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND (SINGLE ELIMINATION) 
All games at loanDepot Park, March 15-17 
Semifinal 1: Quarterfinal Winner vs. Quarterfinal Winner 
Semifinal 2: Quarterfinal Winner vs. Quarterfinal Winner 
Title game: The two winners face off 
 
STANDINGS  
https://www.mlb.com/world-baseball-classic/2026-standings  
 
UPCOMING SCHEDULE 
All Times are Local 
 
Monday, March 16 
Venezuela vs. Italy, 8 ET, loanDepot Park  
 
UPCOMING PITCHERS 
Venezuela vs. Italy: RHP Keider Montero vs. RHP Aaron Nola 

-​ Today, he is making his second outing (first start) with the Vinotinto at a WBC tournament. On 3/9 
he toed the rubber for 3.0 IP, allowing a trio of hits and striking out two Nicaraguan batters. Made 
his Major League debut in the second game of the doubleheader on 5/29/2024 vs. PIT, allowing 
four runs on five hits with one walk and five strikeouts in 4.1 innings. Finished last season with 
5-3, 4.37 ERA (44 ER / 90.2 IP), and 72 SO with DET in the big leagues. Despite a few trips to 
the minors, Montero ended the 2025 season in fifth place among the Tigers pitchers on 
strikeouts, following Tarik Skubal (241), Jack Flaherty (188), Casey Mize (139), and Will Vest 
(75). Had a 4-3 record in 12 games started (2 QS), throwing 58.0 IP and allowing 24 ER (3.72 
ERA), while striking out 46 batters. As a reliever he tossed 32.2 IP, allowing 38 H, 20 ER, and 
finished with 26 punchouts for a 5.51 ERA. The righty has seen Playoff action with the Tigers in 
2024 and 2025. In 5 G (1 GS) has been on the mound for 8.1 IP, allowing 2 H, 1 R, 0 ER, and 

https://www.mlb.com/world-baseball-classic
https://www.mlb.com/world-baseball-classic/2026-standings


striking out 5, adding 1 save. Finished second in 2025 among the Tigers pitching squad with 
66.7% strike pitches (min. 90.0 IP), just behind Tarik Skubal (70.3%). Among the pitchers 25 y/o 
or younger in the AL with at least 50.0 IP, Montero finished 22nd with 1.390 WHIP, 14th in IP, 17th 
with 95 ERA+, 18th in ERA, and 16th in SO. In 2025 with Toledo (AAA) ended up with 4-4, 5.91 
ERA (28 ER in 42.2 IP), with 43 strikeouts. After the 2025 season, Montero is ranked 77 among 
Venezuelan-born players in history with 149 SO, just one shy of Team Venezuela's teammate 
Angel Zerpa. Threw his first career complete game shutout on 9/10/24 vs. COL, facing the 
minimum 27 batters and giving up three hits with five strikeouts on 96 pitches. Keider became the 
first Tiger to face the minimum in a complete game since Justin Verlander's no-hitter on May 7, 
2011, at Toronto. Montero was the first Tiger to throw a complete game in less than 100 pitches 
since David Price on June 12, 2015, and the first rookie to have a sub-100 pitch complete game 
while facing the minimum since pitch tracking began in 1988. Became one of the 28 
Venezuelan-born players with at least one career shutout in MLB. Baseball Savant page LINK 

 
-​ attended Louisiana State University... honored by the 2014 National Pitcher of the Year by the 

College Baseball Foundation... selected by Phillies in First Round (7" overall) of 2014 MLB Draft.. 
he began his pro career with Clearwater (A)...he made MLB debut on July 21, 2015....named an 
NL All-Star in 2018, he finished third in Cy Young voting that season...he recorded 200 or more 
strikeouts in five seasons (2018, 2019, 2021-2023).... he led all Major League pitchers in innings 
pitched and starts from 2017/2018 up to 2025...in 2022, he had over 220 strikeouts and fewer 
than 30 walks, a feat only achieved once before in MLB history... he played World Series that 
year against the Houston Astros...he made five consecutive Opening Day starts for the Phillies 
(2018-2022)...he was placed on the 60-day injured list in 2025 with a stress reaction in his right 
rib cage...he ranked fourth on the Phillies' all-time strikeout list (1,779+) as of late 2025...he 
signed a seven-year, $172 million contract with the Phillies in November 2023...his brother, Austin 
Nola is a former MLB catcher...they faced each other in 2021. Baseball Savant page LINK 

 
 

QUICK FUN FACT CORNER! 
Watch this space throughout the tournament for a selection of notes to keep an eye on 

 
Leadoff homer Saturday 
-We just got leadoff home runs from Ronald Acuña Jr. and Shohei Ohtani, each of whom has won MVP  
 

https://baseballsavant.mlb.com/savant-player/keider-montero-672456?stats=statcast-r-pitching-mlb
https://baseballsavant.mlb.com/savant-player/aaron-nola-605400?stats=statcast-r-pitching-mlb


No game in MLB history has featured leadoff homers from two players who had already won MVP in their 
careers  
 
h/t @EliasSports 
 
-Shohei Ohtani’s leadoff HR is the 14th in WBC history, joining: 
  
3/14/26 VEN Ronald Acuña Jr. (same gm)  
3/14/26 PUR Willi Castro 
3/7/26 GBR Nate Eaton  
3/6/26 BRA Lucas Ramirez  
3/12/23 CAN Edouard Julien 
3/14/17 JPN Tetsuto Yamada 
3/9/17 MEX Esteban Quiroz 
3/12/13 NED Andrelton Simmons 
3/10/13 JPN Takashi Toritani 
3/22/09 USA Brian Roberts 
3/20/06 CUB Eduardo Paret 
3/15/06 PUR Bernie Williams 
3/12/06 JPN Ichiro Suzuki 
 
-This is the first game in WBC history with two leadoff home runs!! 
 
With Willi Castro earlier, this is the first day with three 
 
There have now been 5 leadoff home runs this WBC, 2 more than in any other edition 
 
Scoring  
-Highest-scoring innings, World Baseball Classic history: 
 
3/6/26 Japan: 10 runs, 2nd inning  
3/10/26 Japan: 9, 8th 
3/13/23 USA: 9, 1st 
3/12/09 Cuba: 9, 7th 
 
-Largest shutout wins in WBC history: 
 
3/10/06 USA vs. South Africa: 17-0 
3/8/26 Mexico vs. Brazil: 16-0 
3/7/26 Chinese Taipei vs. Czechia: 14-0  
3/9/13 Cuba vs. Chinese Taipei: 14-0 
3/8/09 Korea vs. China: 14-0  
3/6/26 Japan vs. Chinese Taipei: 13-0 
 
-Most RBI at single World Baseball Classic: 
  
2023 Masataka Yoshida, JPN: 13 
2017 Wladimir Balentien, NED: 12 
2026 Fernando Tatis Jr., DOM: 11 



2026 Bo Gyeong Moon, KOR: 11 
2023 Trea Turner, USA: 11 
2009 Taekyun Kim, KOR: 11 
 
Homer happy 
-Roman Anthony is the first player age 21 or younger to hit a home run in a World Baseball Classic 
Semifinal or Championship game 
 
-We are up to 92 home runs this WBC (through Weds) 
 
That’s the most in a single World Baseball Classic 
 
Previously: 85 in 2023 and 2009 
 
-Most home runs in a single World Baseball Classic: 
 
2026 DOM 15 
2009 MEX 14 
2009 VEN 13 
2026 ITA 12 
2023 USA  12 
2009 USA 12 
 
-There have now been six games this WBC where a team hit 4+ home runs 
 
That’s the most in a single tournament (previously 2009 (4))  
 
The Dominican Republic is the first team to do it twice in a single WBC 
 
-There have now been 8 individual multi-homer games this WBC  
 
That’s the most in a single WBC, prior record was 6 in 2009 
 
-HR & OF assist in same World Baseball Classic game: 
 
3/9/2026 MEX Jarren Duran (1st w/2 of either) 
3/9/2026 USA Aaron Judge  
3/8/2026 MEX Alek Thomas 
3/20/2023 JPN Masataka Yoshida 
3/13/2023 DOM Juan Soto 
3/9/2023 CHN Pei Liang  
3/9/2017 ITA John Andreoli 
 
h/t @EliasSports 
 
-Saturday: first two walk-off home runs in WBC history, first day with 2 walk-offs of any kind 
 
Sunday: first day in WBC history with two home runs to clinch run-rule wins, there had been 2 in WBC 
history prior (h/t @EliasSports) 



 
-Home runs to clinch run-rule wins, WBC history: 
 
3/13/26 DOM Austin Wells  
3/8/26 MEX Julian Ornelas  
3/8/26 DOM Juan Soto 
3/10/17 PUR T.J. Rivera  
3/12/09 CUB Frederich Cepeda  
 
h/t @EliasSports 
 
-There were 20 home runs across WBC games the first Saturday  
 
That is tied for the most on a single day in WBC history, with 3/8/09 
 
-Entering that Saturday there had never been a WBC walk-off home run 
 
THERE WERE 2 SATURDAY (Albies, Hernaiz) !!!!! 
 
First calendar date in WBC history with two walk-offs of any kind 
 
Scoreless  
-There have already been 10 shutouts in this WBC  
 
There were four all of the 2023 WBC 
 
Most in a single tournament: 11 in 2009  
 
Mama said strike you out 
-Most consecutive strikeouts by a pitcher in a WBC game: 
 
3/15/2017 USA Drew Smyly: 6 
3/4/2013 CUB Danny Betancourt: 6 
3/5/2026 AUS Alex Wells: 5 
3/14/2023 MEX Taijuan Walker: 5 
3/11/2023 JPN Hiroya Miyagi: 5 
3/6/2013 JPN Masahiro Tanaka: 5 
3/10/2009 DOM Ubaldo Jimenez: 5 
 
h/t @EliasSports 
 
-Fastest pitches, last 2 WBCs (tracking history): 
 
3/13/26 Mason Miller: 102.4 mph  
3/13/26 Mason Miller: 102.4 mph  
3/13/26 Mason Miller: 102.4 mph  
3/13/26 Mason Miller: 102.1 mph  
3/13/26 Mason Miller: 102.1 mph  
3/10/26 Mason Miller: 102.1 mph  



3/13/26 Mason Miller: 102.0 mph  
3/16/23 Shohei Ohtani: 102.0 mph  
3/11/23 Guillo Zuniga: 102.0 mph 
 
-Most pitching strikeouts in single World Baseball Classic: 
 
2023 Japan: 80 
2026 USA: 76 
2009 Japan: 75 
2013 Japan: 74 
2017 Japan: 71 
 
Every team captain in the 2026 #WorldBaseballClassic  🫡 
 
Martín Maldonado, Puerto Rico 
Alfredo Despaigne, Cuba 
Josh Naylor, Canada 
Jose Quintana, Colombia 
Aaron Judge, United States 
Vinnie Pasquantino, Italy 
Jazz Chisholm Jr., Great Britain 
Harry Ford, Great Britain 
Leonardo Reginatto, Brazil 
Tim Kennelly, Australia 
Warwick Saupold, Australia 
Jung Hoo Lee, Korea 
Chieh-Hsien Chen, Chinese Taipei 
Salvador Perez, Venezuela 
Manny Machado, Dominican Republic 
Xander Bogaerts, Netherlands 
 
Family time 
-Brothers to be WBC teammates, both having already made MLB debut: 
 
2026 CAN Josh & Bo Naylor       ​        
2026 VEN William & Willson Contreras 
2026 ISR C.J. & Garrett Stubbs 
2023 PR Alexis & Edwin Diaz 
2023 NED Joshua & Richie Palacios 
2017 COL Donovan & Jhonatan Solano 
2013, ‘09 MEX Adrian & Edgar Gonzalez 
2013 PR Jose & Yadier Molina 
2009 MEX Jerry Jr. & Scott Hairston 
2006 PR Jose & Javier Valentin 
 
h/t @EliasSports 
 
-Druw Jones is on the Netherlands’ roster. His father, Andruw, is managing, making them the 3rd 
father/son manager + player duo in a WBC (2013 Tony & Francisco Peña, 2009 Felipe & Moises Alou)  



 
They’ll also join this list of father/son duos to each play in the WBC in their careers, as will Australia’s Max 
& Trent (‘06) Durrington:  
 
Jung Hoo (2026, ‘23) & Jong-Beom Lee (2006) 
Cal (‘26, ‘23) & Paul Quantrill (‘06) 
 
No. 1 
-With No. 1 overall picks Travis Bazzana, Bryce Harper & Paul Skenes on WBC rosters, they will join this 
list of No. 1 overall MLB Draft picks to play in the WBC: 
 
Ken Griffey Jr. 
Chipper Jones 
Joe Mauer 
Adrián González 
Alex Rodriguez 
Carlos Correa 
 

TEAM NOTES 
 
USA 

 
WBC HISTORY: The 2006 World Baseball Classic was the first time American Major League players had 
an opportunity to compete in an international tournament. That year, Team USA advanced out of Round 
One by going 2-1, including a 17-run victory over South Africa. The U.S. was knocked out in Round Two, 
but not before earning a dramatic win over eventual champion Japan, in which Alex Rodriguez drove in 
the winning run on a walk-off hit in the bottom of the 9th inning. In the 2009 World Baseball Classic, David 
Wright drove in the winning run on a walk-off single to reach the Semi-Finals where the U.S. was knocked 
out of the tournament by eventual champion Japan. After the United States was eliminated in bracket play 
in 2013, Team USA finally broke through in 2017. The stars and stripes beat Canada in a must-win 
opening round finale before picking up wins over the Dominican Republic and Japan to secure a spot in 
the title game, where an 8-0 win over Puerto Rico gave the United States its first WBC title. Looking to 
defend its title in 2023, the U.S. picked up wins over Great Britain, Canada, and Colombia to advance out 
of pool play. Trea Turner hit a grand slam to lift the stars and stripes past Venezuela in the quarterfinal 
before a 14-2 rout of Cuba secured the United States’ spot in the title game for the second consecutive 
tournament. Team USA took on Japan in front of a packed loanDepot Park, falling 3-2 in an instant classic 
to take home silver. 
 
MEET THE MANAGER: Former Major League infielder Mark DeRosa gets his second career managerial 
stint as he leads Team USA in the 2026 WBC...the Passaic, New Jersey native had a 16-year big league 
career that started in 1998 mainly as a utility infielder with the Atlanta Braves and included stops with the 
Rangers, Cubs, Indians, Cardinals, Giants, Nationals and Blue Jays...since retiring as a player in 2013, 
DeRo has been a regular as an analyst on MLB Network... an Ivy Leaguer (Penn), DeRosa is the first 
manager to guide Team USA in multiple World Baseball Classics. Previous managers were Buck 
Martinez (2006), Davey Johnson (2009), Joe Torre (2013) and Jim Leyland (2017). 
 



ITALY 

 
WBC HISTORY: Italy is participating in its sixth World Baseball Classic. Italy went 1-2 in both the 2006 
and 2009 editions of the World Baseball Classic but went on to win two of three games in 
the First Round of the 2013 WBC to advance to the Second Round. They defeated Mexico and Canada 
before losing a pair 
of one-run games by future finalists Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico. In 2017, Italy beat Mexico with 
a five-run ninth- 
inning comeback but was ultimately eliminated in the tiebreaker against Venezuela in extra innings. In 
2019, Mike Piazza 
was named Manager and led the team during the 2023 WBC. Under his guidance the Azzurri achieved a 
historic quarterfinal 
finish, defeating Cuba and the Netherlands in the opening round.  
  
MEET THE MANAGER: Francisco Cervelli was appointed Italy’s manager on 1/24/25....led the Azzurri to 
a silver medal at the 2025 European Championship after their ninth-place finish in 2023...enjoyed a 
13-year Major League career, debuting in 2008 with the New York Yankees and playing seven seasons 
with the club (2008-2014), including the 2009 World Championship...went on to play for the Pittsburgh 
Pirates (2015-2019), Atlanta Braves (2019), and Miami Marlins (2020)...for his career, hit .268 
(605-for-2256) with 41HR, 275RBI and a .358 OBP in 730G/651GS...defensively, committed just 52 errors 
in 5,679.2 innings (.990 fielding percentage)...following his playing career, served as San Diego’s 
Catching Coach in 2022...previously participated in the World Baseball Classic for Italy in both 2009 and 
2017. 
 
WHERE WE LEFT OFF: The Azzurri defeated Puerto Rico, 8-6, in the WBC Quarterfinal on Saturday at 
Daikin Park and advanced to the semifinals for the first time. RHP Sam Aldegheri (1.1IP, 1H, 2R/ER, 2BB, 
1K, 1HR, 1HP, 30P/16S) started and recorded the win. 1B Vinnie Pasquantino (1-for-3, 2R, 1 RBI, 2BB 
2SB) and DH Dominic Canzone (1-for-3, 2R, 1 RBI, 2BB) each reached base three times, scored two 
runs and drove in a run. 3B Andrew Fischer (1-for-3, 1R, 1 double, 2RBI, 1BB) and C J.J. D'Orazio 
(1-for-3, 1 double, 3RBI) each drove in multiple runs. RHP Dylan DeLucia (4.0IP, 2H, OR, 3K, 58P/38S) 
tossed 4.0 shutout innings in relief. RHP Greg Weissert (1.2IP, 2H, OR, 2K, 28P/17S) stranded an 
inherited runner and recorded his third save of the WBC. 
 
PLAYING FOR MORE: Saturday's victory against Puerto Rico clinched Italy's first appearance in the 
WBC Semifinals. 
• Had previously made two trips to the Quarterfinals (also 2013 and 23). 
 
SAVE THE DAY: RHP Greg Weissert (1.2IP, 2H, OR, 2K) stranded an inherited runner and recorded his 
third save of the WBC. He recorded just two appearances of at least 1.2IP in 2025 for the Boston Red 
Sox. 
 
DONNING THE AZZURRO: 1B Vinnie Pasquantino will play his 11th WBC game in the Italian jersey, 
moving into a tie for the most games played (joining Alex Liddi. 11G). 
 
YESTERDAY'S NEWS: The Azzurri defeated Mexico, 9-1, in their final game of pool play on Wednesday 
at Daikin Park and advanced to the Quarterfinal round of the 2026 WBC as winners of Pool B. RHP Aaron 



Nola (5.OIP, 4H, OR/ER, 1BB, 5K 69P/45S) started and earned the win. 1B Vinnie Pasquantino (3-for-4, 
3R, 3HR, 3RBI, 1BB) recorded a 3HR game, hitting a solo shot in the first inning, a solo HR in the sixth 
inning, and a solo homer in the eighth inning. 2B Jon Berti (2-for-3, 1R, 1HR, 1 RBI, 1BB) hit a solo HR in 
the fourth inning. 3B Andrew Fischer (1-tor-4, 1 double, 1KBl) hit an RBI double in the eighth inning. RHP 
Gabriele Quattrini (1.1IP, ОН, OR/ER, THP (17P/9S) who was born in Potenza Picena, in the Marche 
Region of Italy, tossed 1.1IP scoreless innings in relief. 
 
KNOWN TERRITORY: Wednesday's victory against Mexico clinched Italy's third appearance in the WBC 
Quarterfinals (also 2013 and '23). 
 
PASQUATCH FOR THREE: 1B Vinnie Pasquantino's (3-for-4, 3R, 3HR, 3RBI, 1BB) 3HR game in 
Wednesday night's victory against Mexico marked the first three-homer game in World Baseball Classic 
history. Pasquantino's historic performance also moved him into a tie for first in Italy's all-time home run 
list. 
 
ESPRESSO SHOTS: The Azzurri have hit 12 home runs through their first four games of the 2026 World 
Baseball Classic, tying 2009 Team Mexico for the second-most home runs through the first four games of 
a single WBC, trailing only the 2026 Team Dominican Republic (13HR) [credit: Elias. 
• Also matched its WBC single-game-high against Mexico with 4HR (also 4HR vs. Mexico on 3/9/17). 
  
GAME TWO: The Azzurro defeated Great Britain, 7-4, in their second game of pool play on Sunday at 
Daikin Park. RHP Dylan DeLucia (3.2IP, 2H, 2R/ER, 1BB, 5K, OHR, 2WP, 69P/385) started and did not 
record a decision. 3B Andrew Fischer (2-for-4, 2R, 1HR, 2RBl) and C J.J. D'Orazio (2-for-4, 2R, 1HR, 1 
RBI) each hit solo HRs in the third inning. SS Miles Mastrobuoni (2-for-2, 1 double, 1RBI, 1BB) hit an RBI 
double in the fourth inning. LF Dante Nori (2-for-4, 1RBl, 1BB) and CF Jakob Marsee (2-for-4, 1 double, 
1BB) each recorded multiple hits and reached base three times. RHP Greg Weissert (1.0IP, 1H, OR/ER, 
2BB/1IBB, 1K, 17P/95) earned the save after tossing a scoreless ninth inning. 
 
BACK-TO-BACK: Team Italy has won consecutive games for just the second time in WBC play (also 
3/7/13 - at Mexico and 3/8/13 at Canada).  
 
HOME RUNS: 3B Andrew Fischer and C J.J. D'Ozario hit back-to-back solo home runs in the third inning 
on Sunday vs. Great Britain. This marks the first occurrence for Team Italy in WBC play and only 12th 
time for any team in the WBC [credit: Elias]. 
 
GAME ONE: The Azzurro defeated Brazil, 8-0, in their pool play opener on Saturday at Daikin Park. LHP 
Sam Aldegheri (4.2IP, 1H, OR/ ER, 2BB, 8K, 63P/42S), who was born and raised in Verona, Italy, started 
and did not record a decision. 3B Zach Dezenzo (1-for-3, 1RBI, 1BB) hit a go-ahead RBI single in the 
sixth inning. LF Dante Nori (3-for-3, 2R, 1 double, 2HR, 2RBI, 1BB) recorded a multi-homer game with 
solo shots in the seventh and eighth innings. 2B Jon Berti (3-for-4, 2R, 2 doubles, 1BB) reached base four 
times. DH Dominic Canzone (2-for-4, 2R, 1HR, 4RBI, 1BB) hit his first HR of the tournament with a 
three-run shot in the seventh inning. RHP Alek Jacob (1.1IP, OH, 3K, 18P/11S), RHP, Gordon Graceffo 
(1.OIP, 1H, 1BB, 3K) and RHP Claudio Scotti (2.OIP, 2H, 1K) combined with Aldegheri for an Azzuro 
WBC single-game record 15K. 
 
TWO FOR NORI: LF Dante Nori recorded his first multi-homer game yesterday against Brazil, at just 21 
years and 151 days old, he became the second-youngest player in WBC history with a multi-homer game, 
trailing only Team Brazil's Lucas Ramirez (2HR, 20 years, 49 days on 3/7/26 vs. USA). It also marked the 



first multi-home run game in Italy WBC history and moved Nori into a tie for fourth place on Italy's all-time 
WBC home run list. 
 
FIRST TIME IN AZZURO: Compared to the roster that took part in the 2023 World Baseball Classic, only 
five players return to wear the Italian jersey: Captain OF Vinnie Pasquantino, UTL Miles Mastrobuoni, 
RHP Claudio Scotti, RHP Matt Festa, and LHP Joe La Sorsa. 
 
For the other 25 players, the 2026 WBC will mark their first 
appearance in the tournament. 
RHP Gabriele Quattrini, INF Giaconino Lasaracina, Scotti 
and C J.J. D’Orazio have previously represented Italy in 
other international play, including the European Baseball 
Championship. 
 
FIRST IMPRESSIONS MATTER: This marks Italy’s sixth appearance at the World Baseball Classic. In 
the previous five tournaments, the Azzurri won their Opening Game four times: in 2006 against Australia 
(10-0 in 7 innings), in 2013 against Mexico (6-5), in 2017 against Mexico (10-9), and in 2023 against 
Cuba (6-3 in 10 inn.). Italy's only opening game loss came in 2009 against Venezuela (7-0). 
 
HOW BASEBALL STARTED IN ITALY: Baseball was first played in Italy in 1884 by American sailors in 
Livorno and was officially introduced in 1919. The first official exhibition game was played in Rome in 
1920 in an effort to promote the sport. Following the success of that event, the Academy of Physical 
Education in Farnesina sent a group of students to the United 
States to learn the game. The sport became increasingly popular throughout the country during World 
War II as United States soldiers taught the game to locals, leading to the creation of the Italian Baseball 
League (now called Serie A) in 1948 and the Italian Baseball Softball Federation (FIBS) being created 
around the same time. 
 
VENEZUELA 

 
WBC HISTORY: Venezuela has appeared in each edition of the World Baseball Classic, advancing to the 
semi-final round in 2009 before losing to South Korea in the Semifinals. Venezuela is 16-13 all-time at the 
classic, advancing to the second round in 2006, 2017 and 2023.  
 
MEET THE MANAGER: Omar López is serving as manager of Team Venezuela for the second 
consecutive time (also in 2023). Born in Valencia, VZ, López also was a part of Team Venezuela's staff in 
the 2017 World Baseball Classic, serving as their Quality Control Coach. Most recently, he guided the 
Cangrejeros de Santurce to the Puerto Rican Winter League championship and an entry into the 
Caribbean Series, reaching the semi-finals in that tournament. The 2026 season will be Omar López' 
seventh as a member of the Astros Major League coaching staff and his third as the Bench Coach. This 
will be his 28th season in the Astros organization overall. He joined the Astros Major League staff in 2020 
after a successful two-year stint as manager of the Double-A Corpus Christi Hooks (2018-19). In 2018, 
López was named the Texas League Manager of the Year after guiding the Hooks to an 82-56 record and 
a spot in the postseason. 
 



WE'RE BACK AT SEMIS: Team Venezuela secured its return to the semi finals at the WBC after 
defeating Team Japan 8-5 in a monumental upset against the defending champions. The Vinotinto rallied 
in the sixth inning after a three-run home run by Wilyer Abreu to take back the lead, and outhit Samurai 
Japan 10-7, having Ronald Acuña Jr. Maikel Garcia, and Abreu in stellar role, supporting their peers from 
the bullpen who struck out eight batters out of the 12 SO they got collectively. 
• Acuña Jr. went 1-5 with a solo home run. The 401 ft. blast was the first leadoff one ever by a 
Venezuelan player in the history of WBC (H/T Sarah Langs). 
• García went 2-5 with a 2B and a home run, one run scored and a pair of RBI. 
• Abreu turned loanDepot Park into a madhouse after sending the ball 409 ft. away from home plate 
towards the second deck in right field. The same player who broke a bat this spring training just by 
holding his swing gave the lead to the Vinotinto 7-5. 
• The Venezuelan bullpen held the Nippon offensive to just four hits in 6.1 IP, having LHP Enmanuel De 
Jesus earning the W after tossing 2.1 IP, taking one hit and striking out three rivals, while carving his 
name into the All-tournament Team. The lefty earned his second win in WBC, which tied the all-time 
record for Venezuelan hurlers with two. Was that enough? Or should we mention that on Saturday he 
struck out Shohei Ohtani too? 
• That was the first time Venezuela faced Japan at any WBC round. 
 
VENEZUELANS FACE-TO-FACE: History will be made today no matter what. This will be the first time in 
WBC history that two Venezuelan-born managers face each other. Also, Manager Omar López and 
Francisco Cervelli will each play to earn their national teams a spot in the WBC finals for the first time in 
WBC history. 
 
BACK TO QUARTERFINALS: Team Venezuela reaches Quarter Finals for second WBC in a row. 
Previously, the Vinotinto clicked the ticket in 2023 after finishing undefeated the first round. Facing Team 
USA in an exciting match, Venezuela held the lead until the top of the eight inning when Trea Turner hit a 
grand slam to give USA the lead and later the win. 
• Venezuela has reached second round (round robin style) in the 2006, 2009, and 2017 contests. 
• In the first round in 2026, Venezuela defeated NED 6-2, ISR 11-3, NIC 4-0, and fell against the DR 7-5, 
to earn a spot in the quarter finals. 
• In the first round of WBC 2026, the Vinotinto collectively outscored its rivals in the following stats: BA 
.278 vs..218, R 26 vs.12, H 37 vs. 29, TB 59 vs. 50, 2B 7 vs.1, RBI 25 vs. 12, BB 19 vs. 9, SB 7 vs. 0, 
OBP .365 vs. .281, SLG .444 vs. .376, OPS.809 vs..657, ERA 2.75 vs. 6.09, SHO 1 vs. 0, HLD 4 vs.0, IP 
36.0 vs. 34.0, ER 11 vs. 23, BB 9 vs. 19, SO 36 vs. 22. W 3 vs. 1. 
 
LUIS THE MENACE: IF Luis Arráez ended up putting his name among the top on the offensive 
categories in the first round of WBC 2026. Luis was a driving force within the Vinotinto lineup, as numbers 
show: 6 XBH (1st), 17 TB (1st), 7 H (T-1st), 4 2B (T-1st), 9 RBI (2nd), 6 R (T-2nd), 1.214 SLG (6th), 1.743 
OPS (8th). And let's not forget that a couple days ago he became the only hitter in WBC history to collect 
at least two career multi-homer games. 
• SS Ezequiel Durán hit for .600 AVG (5th), .667 OBP (6th). OF Ronald Acuña Jr. scored 8 runs (1st), 
drew 6 BB (2nd). 
• On the pitching side, RHP José Buttó held his rivals to hit for .000 (1st) and had 0.00 WHIP (1ST). LHP 
Enmanuel De Jesus had 8 SO, all in the same outing (T-3rd), and 0.40 WHIP (6th). 
 
NUEVE AREPAS FROM VENEZUELA: On Monday, Team Venezuela defeated Team Nicaragua 4-0 to 
earn its third win in the first round of WBC 2026. The Vinotinto had Ronald Acuña Jr. in show-time mode, 
supporting RHP Yoendrys Gómez and RHP Keider Montero who bulked for 5.0 IP combined on behalf of 
Venezuela and keep the country undefeated against Nicaragua in two matches. 



•This was Venezuela's sixth World Baseball Classic shutout, tying Puerto Rico and Japan for the most by 
any team in the history of the event (H/T Sarah Langs)  
•Gómez earned his first WBC win in his career after tossing 2.0 IP, allowing a pair of hits and striking out 
three rivals. 
Montero piggybacked Gómez, and stayed on the mound during 3.0 IP, allowing a trio of hits, and striking 
out a pair in such a key moments in the game. 
•Andrés Machado toed the rubber in the ninth, and every out he made was 
via strikes to seal the blanqueada. 
 
ONE-MAN SHOW RONALD: On Monday night, Ronald Acuña Jr. went 3-3, with a home run, two runs 
scored, a pair of RBl, and a walk. He belted his career first jonrón at a WBC game with Team Venezuela 
on Monday, a 402 ft. solo blast towards right center field to extend the lead 2-0 in the top of the third 
inning. 
'La Bestia' is the second player with a HR and a SB in a World Baseball Classic game for Venezuela, 
joining our current Hitting Coach, Miguel Cabrera (3/10/13 vs. Spain), (H/T Sarah Langs)  
 
UP AND READY FOR THE CHALLENGE: Team Venezuela has already faced RHP Sandy Alcántara. On 
March 11th, 2023, the Vinotinto scored three runs and collected five hits (including a home run) and got 
three walks in 3.2 IP tossed by the Dominican Cy Young hurler. 
Here are some career stats for some Team Venezuela players against Alcantara on regular MLB season: 
Ronald Acuña Jr.:.314 BA (11-35), four doubles, one triple, one home run, nine runs scored, one RBI, five 
SB. 
Luis Arráez: 400 BA, (2-5), one run scored, one RBI. 
Willson Contreras: .375 (3-8), one double, one home run, three runs scored, two RBI. 
Salvador Pérez: .667 (2-3), one double, one run scored. 
Maikel Garcia: 667 (2-3), one run scored. 
Ezequiel Tovar: .400 (2-5). 
 
UN ANO MAS EN TU VIDA: Today, OF Jackson Chourio is turning 22 years old. The youngest soul of the 
Vinotinto roster is celebrating in such a special environment as it is being surrounded by the elite of the 
Venezuelan-born baseball players, along with more than 30,000 people in the stands. ¡Feliz cumpleaños, 
Jackson! 
 
THE RHYTHM OF THE TAMBORES:Team Venezuela sealed its second victory of the current WBC after 
defeating Team Israel 11-3 at loanDepot Park on Saturday. 
The Vinotinto lined 14 hits (6 XBH) to support a pitching masterclass from LHP Enmanuel De Jesus, who 
threw 4.2 no-hit innings before a triple from Garrett Stubbs broke the gem. Eugenio Suárez went over the 
fences and Luis Arraez followed suit (twice), to remind foes that he can do whatever he wants at the 
batters box. 
 
ENMANUEL THE GREAT: LHP Enmanuel De Jesus toed the rubber for the second time in his career at 
a WBC game. Facing the same rival as in 2023, the lefty overcame his previous outing by tossing 5.0 IP, 
allowing two hits, one run and striking out eight batters. Those eight punchies turned into a new record for 
a Venezuelan pitcher in a WBC game. The previous one was at seven, held by three hurlers: RHP Freddy 
Garcia (3.8.2006 vs. Italy), RHP Luis Garcia (3.11.2023 vs. Dominican Republic), and RHP Félix 
Hernández (3.16.2009 vs. Puerto Rico). 
 
¡BOTASTE LA BOLA, CHAMO, BOTASTE LA BOLA!: IF Luis Arraez had a night for the memories. On 
Saturday night, the San Felipe native went 4-5 against Team Israel, with two home runs, two doubles, four 



runs scored, five RBI, and became in the first player in WBC history with multiple multi-HR games in his 
career (H/T Sarah Langs), by repeating the feature he made himself on 3.7.2023 against Team USA. His 
first blast was a solo shot off Jordan Geber in the fifth inning to put the score 5-1 for Venezuela. His 
second jonrón came just a tad later, a three-run homer that turned loanDepot Park into a pachanga (huge 
party) with the score 10-2 for the Vinotinto in the sixth inning against Rob Kaminski. Note aside, the 
three-time MLB batting champion has had another two-homerun game in his MLB career, it happened 
against the Atlanta Braves on 9.15.2023. All of the three two-homerun games in his career have had 
loaDepot Park as its venue. 
With his four XBH, Arráez collected 12 total bases on Saturday night, setting a new record for WBC. The 
previous mark (11) was held by Ivan Rodriguez (Puerto Rico) from 3.7.2009 (H/T Sarah Langs). On 
Saturday, DH Eugenio Suárez reached two consecutive games with at least a home run against Team 
Israel, after blasting a two-run homerun at the bottom of the first inning off Ben Simon to extend the 
Venezuelan lead 4-0. Suarez went 2-4, with one run scored, a pair of RBI and a walk. In his previous 
match against ISR (March, 15th, 2023), Suárez went 3-4, with a HR, one R, three RBI. 
 
A BIT ABOUT VENEZUELA: 
Why "Vinotinto"? 
There are different versions on why the Venezuelan national teams wear "Vinotinto" colors or maroon. 
One of the most popular ones explains that during the Bolivarian Games celebrated in Bogotá in 1938, 
the Venezuelan national soccer team didn't have their uniforms to play, so they borrowed the Vinotinto 
ones from the Venezuelan National Guard, making it the first time the color was worn by a national team 
in an international tournament. After that last-minute solution, the Venezuelan national soccer team kept 
using the maroon colors, the other national federations joined them, and that's why the Vinotinto = 
Venezuela. 
  
THE VENUE 
Miami, Florida: loanDepot Park is hosting WBC games for the fourth consecutive tournament. Miami will 
host WBC action in each round of the tournament, as it did in 2023. This will be Miami’s second time 
hosting the championship round. In addition to the 2013 and ‘17 tournament games at this ballpark, the 
city also hosted a WBC second round in 2009 at Dolphin Stadium, the former home of MLB’s Miami 
Marlins. 
 
MEDIA TOOLBOX 
 
LOGISTICS: There is no media access to the clubhouse during the World Baseball Classic. However, 
managers and players will be made available postgame. There is pregame media field access until 
batting practice has concluded. Following each game, the losing manager, winning manager and 2-4 
players from the winning team will appear in the formal interview room. Additional players from each team 
will also be available in the informal media mixed zone in the tunnel areas adjacent to each Clubhouse (or 
in the dugout). 
 
MLBPRESSBOX.COM: All media information regarding the 2026 World Baseball Classic, including game 
notes, press releases, press conference transcripts (provided by ASAP Sports), statistics, rosters and 
rules, are posted online at www.MLBPressBox.com, the official media website of Major League Baseball. 
 
STATCAST DATA: Can be accessed live during games at https://baseballsavant.mlb.com/gamefeed. 
Change dropdown from ‘MLB’ to ‘World Baseball Classic’.  
 

http://www.mlbpressbox.com
https://baseballsavant.mlb.com/gamefeed


WBC PRESS OFFICERS: Each team has an assigned Press Officer who can help with your coverage. 
Here’s a list. 
 
Team USA: John Blundell (john.blundell@mlb.com)  
Team Italy: Jason Zillo (jzillo@yankees.com)  
Team Venezuela: Carlos Guillen (carlos.guillen@tigers.com)  
Team Dominican Republic: Daveson Perez (dperez@redsox.com) and Elvis Martinez 
(emartinez@raysbaseball.com) 
 
Upcoming Press Schedules 
Please see the links below by venue. All schedules subject to change  
Pool D LINK  
 
Press Conference Links 
Media outlets who would like to access press conference footage from the 2026 World Baseball Classic 
may click here to access a document which will populate each day with live and archived streaming links 
for press conferences from each site during the World Baseball Classic. 
 
For technical troubleshooting relating to the stream links only, media members may reach out to 
MLBNMMSupervisors@mlb.com.  
 
Transcripts for all WBC press conferences can be accessed at www.mlbpressbox.com or 
https://asaptext.com/orgs/mlb/ 
 
Photos  
For press photos, please contact mlbphotorequest@mlb.com. 
 
Media Guide 
LINK 
 
Credential Distribution Schedule 
 
Miami, Florida — loanDepot Park 
West Plaza Ticket Windows 1-2 (next to Team Shop)  
 
Sunday, March 15th: 1:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.* 
Monday, March 16th: 1:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.* 
Monday, March 16th: 1:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.* 
Tuesday, March 17th: 1:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.* 
*All times are subject to change. All are local times. 
 
WORLD BASEBALL CLASSIC RULES 

The 2026 World Baseball Classic will be played under the Official Rules of Major League Baseball. All 
Tournament games shall be played according to the provisions of the 2025 Official Baseball Rules, as 
supplemented by these Rules: 

mailto:john.blundell@mlb.com
mailto:jzillo@yankees.com
mailto:carlos.guillen@tigers.com
mailto:dperez@redsox.com
mailto:emartinez@raysbaseball.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BefENhkcAnfEX9Wv9i1j0sFZUOI8rOuQ/view?usp=drivesdk
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1wMJoOFPSDr4fM8AlzbmjW7njLvyxkm-Xj_azdGfJpI4/edit?gid=1407109259#gid=1407109259&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Langs@mlb.com%7C7c304ef83aa548de84a208de7977b8a2%7Cd2ee16708a1447debd453c02c8a0513b%7C1%7C0%7C639081752522941238%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ==%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cE6/lk906OPSCc+lsUsKtVaodIG/ZS0foT5mVGXrgIw=&reserved=0
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http://www.mlbpressbox.com
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https://mktg.mlbstatic.com/mlb/pressbox/2026-world-baseball-classic-media-guide.pdf


Pitch counts: Pitchers are limited to 65 pitches per game in Round 1, 80 pitches per game in the 
Quarterfinal Round and 95 pitches per game in the Championship Round. Pitchers are allowed to exceed 
the limits to complete a batter. Pitchers who throw 50 or more pitches in any game cannot pitch again until 
a minimum of four days have passed. Pitchers who throw 30 or more pitches in any game cannot pitch 
again until a minimum of one day has passed. Pitchers cannot pitch three consecutive days.  
 
Early Termination Rule: In the first round, umpires shall call a regulation game whenever one team is 
ahead by 10 or more runs after any complete inning, starting with the seventh inning, or if a team is ahead 
by 15 or more runs after any complete inning, beginning with the completion of the fifth inning. 
 
Extra Innings Rule: For any inning beginning with the 10th, the team at the plate will start with a runner 
on second base. The hitter will be the one scheduled to lead off the inning. The runner at second will be 
the one preceding the hitter (or a substitute for such player). 
 
Three Batter Minimum: For the avoidance of doubt, the “Three Batter Minimum” rule contained in Official 
Baseball Rule 5.10 shall be enforced during World Baseball Classic games. 
 
Pitch Timer, Base Sizes, Restriction on Shifts: The Official Baseball Rules adopted beginning in 2023 
regarding the Pitcher Timer, base sizes and restrictions on defensive positioning are adopted for 
Tournament Games. 
 
Automatic Ball-Strike (ABS) Challenge System: The Automatic Ball-Strike (ABS) Challenge System 
will not be used during 2026 World Baseball Classic games.  
 
For more, please consult  https://www.mlb.com/news/world-baseball-classic-rules-rule-modifications-2026 
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