
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                           Oct. 21, 2025 
 

ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE ANNOUNCES WEEK TWO  
NFP PITCHER AND HITTER OF THE WEEK 

 
PHOENIX – The Arizona Fall League has announced its NFP Hitter and Pitcher of the Week for games from Oct. 14-
19.  
 
Hitter of the Week: Salt River Rafters OF Esmerlyn Valdez (PIT) 
 
Pittsburgh’s Esmerlyn Valdez put together a historic week at the plate for Salt River. MLB Pipeline’s No. 15 Pirates 
prospect slashed .615/.727/1.846. Valdez led the AFL in total bases (24), home runs (5), slugging percentage (.727), 
and OPS (2.573), while being tied for the league lead in hits (8). He also ranked second in batting average (.615), 
on-base percentage (.727), RBI (11), and walks (7). He capped off his week with a two-home run, 10-total base 
game at Goodyear Ballpark on Sunday. Valdez now has seven home runs in eight total games played, half the AFL 
record (14) set in 2005 by Brandon Wood. 
 
Media Availability: Wednesday, Oct. 22, at 11:00 a.m. MST outside of the third-base dugout at Salt River Fields. 
 
Pitcher of the Week: Scottsdale Scorpions RHP Anderson Brito (HOU) 
 
Houston’s Anderson Brito completed three no-hit innings in his second AFL start on Friday, Oct. 17. Earning his 
first win, Brito struck out seven batters in a row from the first through the third innings. His eight total strikeouts are 
the most in an AFL appearance this season. MLB Pipeline’s No. 7 Astros prospect topped out at 98.9 mph, inducing 
six swinging strikeouts.  
 
Media Availability: Wednesday, Oct. 22 at 9:30 a.m. MST via Zoom Link 

 
The 33rd season of the Arizona Fall League is underway. Regarded as the premier league for baseball’s top 
prospects, the Arizona Fall League continues to develop top-caliber talent across all 30 MLB Clubs. AFL games will be 
held at six Cactus League ballparks throughout the 2025 season - Camelback Ranch-Glendale, Peoria Sports 
Complex, Salt River Fields at Talking Stick, Sloan Park, Scottsdale Stadium and Surprise Stadium. The 19th annual 
Fall Stars Game (Sunday, Nov. 9) will be played at Sloan Park, and the AFL Championship Game (Saturday, Nov. 15) 
will be played at Salt River Fields, both being televised on MLB Network. The full 2025 Arizona Fall League Schedule 
and online tickets can be found at the Arizona Fall League website at MLBFallBall.com. Nearly every 2025 AFL game 
will be available to watch live on MLB.com and the Fall League website. 
 
About NFP 
NFP, an Aon company, is an organization of consultative advisors and problem solvers helping companies and 
individuals address their most significant risk, workforce, wealth management, and retirement challenges. With 
colleagues across the US, Puerto Rico, Canada, the UK, and Ireland, we serve a diversity of clients, industries, and 
communities. Our global capabilities, specialized expertise, and customized solutions span property and casualty 
insurance, benefits, wealth management, and retirement plan advisory. Together, we put people first, prioritize 
partnerships, and continuously advance a culture we’re proud of. Visit NFP.com to learn more. 

 
Contact:  Jaden Taylor, Arizona Fall League, jaden.taylor@mlb.com 

https://mlb.zoom.us/j/93190889684
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmlbfallball.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJeff.Lantz%40mlb.com%7Cad03fc9693a547df63a508ddf0964081%7Cd2ee16708a1447debd453c02c8a0513b%7C1%7C0%7C638931250314051590%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0jnu%2FkyVYrooNc0SjSWq%2BdDYysl1DVYkUlIiG2Lm%2FTs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmlb.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJeff.Lantz%40mlb.com%7Cad03fc9693a547df63a508ddf0964081%7Cd2ee16708a1447debd453c02c8a0513b%7C1%7C0%7C638931250314067983%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4g1267KlV5wWYSWLDK5%2BgdonGZfBvNx4H41ZhRDo0Y0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nfp.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmichael.marcantonini%40mlb.com%7Ce22460ba238c4ace960608dce9324f6b%7Cd2ee16708a1447debd453c02c8a0513b%7C1%7C0%7C638641649515228704%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Fq%2F%2FvIYd65jAtVSOeOrOVjbjvysYvaPFhZ08lOETxvc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:jaden.taylor@mlb.com

