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T V :  B a l l y  S p o r t s  L i v e ,  M i L B . t v  |  R A D I O :  b r o o k l y n c y c l o n e s . c o m / l i s t e n

 DATE OPPONENT CYCLONES STARTER OPPONENT STARTER TIME                 
Sunday, April 20 at Aberdeen LHP Jonathan Santucci (0-1, 4.50)  RHP Kyle Gibson (NR) 2:05 p.m.
Monday, April 21 OFF DAY
Tuesday, April 22 at Jersey Shore TBA  TBA 6:35 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 23 at Jersey Shore TBA  TBA 6:35 p.m. 
Thursday, April 24 at Jersey Shore TBA  TBA 6:35 p.m. 

UPCOMING OPPONENTS & PROBABLE PITCHING

LAST TIME OUT: The Cyclones blanked the IronBirds, 5-0, for their 2nd shutout of the 
season in a 1-hitter on Friday night...LHP Zach Thornton tossed 6.0 innings of 1-hit shut-
out ball...The 23-year-old did not walk a batter, struck out a career-high-tying 8, and 
faced the minimum 18 batters...RHP Anthony Nunez yielded only a walk in his 2.0 frames 
of relief, earning the hold...RHP Saúl García permitted a free pass to begin the 9th, but 
struck out the next 3 hitters to secure the victory...Brooklyn pitchers faced only two 
batters over the minimum for the game...3B Jacob Reimer tallied a pair of hits, including 
a solo home run in the 1st and a triple in the 7th...RF D'Andre Smith added 2 hits and 
reached base 3 times with a walk...C Ronald Hernández was on base 4 times with 3 free 
passes and a RBI double...Hernández and LF Chris Suero each swiped a pair of bases.
 
THIS DATE IN CYCLONES HISTORY: On April 19, 2010, 1B Ike Davis, who made his pro-
fessional debut with the Cyclones in 2008, made his Major League debut with the New 
York Mets...He goes 2-for-4, picking up his first hit in his first at-bat with a single off 
RHP Randy Wells...Davis later adds an RBI single off LHP Sean Marshall in the Mets' 6-1 
win over the Chicago Cubs.

BACK IN BLACK-BURN: RHP Paul Blackburn joins the Cyclones on a Major League re-
hab assignment and is scheduled to start Saturday evening's contest in Aberdeen...
New York Mets manager Carlos Mendoza stated Thursday that Blackburn is slated to 
throw 2 innings...The 31-year-old was placed on the Mets' 15-day injured list on March 
27 (retro March 24) with right knee inflammation...Blackburn was acquired by New York 
from the Oakland Athletics on July 30, 2024, in exchange for RHP Kade Morris...Morris 
was a member of Brooklyn's rotation at the time of the trade...Blackburn was named an 
American League All-Star with the A's in 2022...In 86 MLB appearances (82 starts) with 
the A's and Mets, the California native has tallied a 22-28 record with a 4.85 ERA (231 
ER in 428.1 IP), 17.8% strikeout rate, and a 7.1% walk rate...Saturday's originally scheduled 
starter, RHP R.J. Gordon, is expected to follow Blackburn in relief.

A THORN-TON IN THEIR SIDE: LHP Zach Thornton has been utterly dominant to start 
2025...The Lawrence, Kan. native posted a career-high-tying 6.0 innings of 1-hit shutout 
ball, striking out a career-high-matching 8, while facing the minimum...Thornton is 1 of 
only 2 arms at the High-A level to toss 15.0 or more innings without allowing an earned 
run (Aberdeen's RHP Braxton Bragg)...Thornton is the only arm not to allow a run at all...
He is also 1 of 2 arms to not allow a run over 15.0+ frames across all of Minor League 
Baseball in 2025 (Double-A Corpus Christi RHP José Fleury)...Entering play on Saturday, 
the 23-year-old is 2nd in all of Minor League Baseball in WHIP (0.44) and 7th in batting 
average against (.098)...Among South Atlantic League arms, Thornton leads the circuit 
in wins (3), strikeouts (22), and WHIP (0.44)...He also sits tied for 2nd in innings pitched 
(16.0) and 3rd in batting average against (.098)...Since 2005, Thornton's 44-to-4 strike-
out-to-walk ratio (11.0) is the best in Cyclones' history among pitchers with 40.0 or 
more innings of work (43.0)...RHP Benito García's 9.50 ratio (38-to-4 in 42.2 IP) is 2nd...
His WHIP (0.91) is 6th...Trailing only LHP John Mincone (0.71), García (0.75), RHP Hansel 
Robles (0.78), RHP Marcos Molina (0.84), and RHP Dylan Owen (0.87).

TIME TO MAKE THE DONUTS: The Cyclones' pitching staff tossed its 2nd shutout of the 
season on Friday night, blanking Aberdeen on the road, 5-0...Brooklyn's first shutout 
of the season came back on April 6 in a 4-0 win vs. Wilmington...In 2024, the Cyclones 
set a franchise record with 14 shutouts...Since Aberdeen scored 3 runs in the bottom of 
the 3rd inning on Thursday, Brooklyn's pitching has tossed 15.1 consecutive scoreless 
innings...In those 15.1 frames, Cyclones' pitching has allowed only 1 hit and 7 walks...
Brooklyn's staff has struck out 18 of 46 batters in that stretch, good for a 39.13% strike-
out rate.

WHAT A RELIEF!: Brooklyn's bullpen has been dominant in the 2025 season...Entering 
play on Saturday, Cyclones relievers have a 5-2 record with a 3.54 ERA (22 ER in 56.0 
IP), 2 saves, 34 walks, and an eye-popping 86 strikeouts...Brooklyn's 1.09 WHIP from 
relief arms is the lowest at the High-A level and 9th-lowest in Minor League Baseball...
Additionally, the Cyclones have accrued a 13.82 strikeouts-per-9-innings ratio, which is 
the best at High-A and 2nd-best in MiLB...Only Chicago-NL's Triple-A Iowa (14.10) has 
a better mark...For the season, Brooklyn's bullpen has posted a Minor League-best .144 
batting average against and an impressive 38.05% strikeout rate.

SUPER SUERO: C Chris Suero has been one of the best hitters in Minor League Baseball 
to start 2025...On Thursday, he delivered the go-ahead 2-run double in the 9th, in a 7-3 
comeback win at Aberdeen...On Tuesday, the 21-year-old recorded the 2nd multi-home 
run game of his career in an 8-7 victory...Suero powered a 2-run blast in the 2nd and 
added another 2-run shot in the 3rd...The Bronx native homered in 3-straight at-bats 
dating back to his solo shot in the 6th inning on Sunday vs. Hudson Valley...Entering play 
on Saturday, Suero is 2nd in all of Minor League Baseball in slugging percentage (.850)...
He also ranks tied for 4th in home runs (5), tied for 5th in extra-base hits (11), and 6th 
in OPS (1.263)...He also leads the South Atlantic League in slugging percentage (.850), 
home runs (5), extra-base hits (11), and OPS (1.263)...Suero is also 2nd in RBI (15) and 
doubles (6), 3rd in total bases (34), tied for 4th in runs scored (11), and 9th in batting 
average (.325)...The 2022 international signee has a hit in 9-of-11 games played and 
reached base safely in all 11 contests...Suero was recognized on MiLB's "Prospect Team 
of the Week" on Monday after going 10-for-29 (.345) with 5 doubles, 3 home runs, and 
9 RBI over his first 8 games.

REIM TIME: INF Jacob Reimer remains scorching hot to start the 2025 season...Reimer 
has registered multiple base hits in each of the first 4 games of Brooklyn's series in 
Aberdeen and 5-straight since last Sunday at Hudson Valley...The Yucaipa, Calif. native 
is an impressive 19-for-51 (.373) at the plate with 12 RBI and 10 extra-base hits...Reimer 
recorded more RBI (8) in the first 2 games of 2025 than he had in 25 outings (7) in an 
injury-plagued 2024...Reimer leads the South Atlantic League lead in triples (3) and total 
bases (36), and is tied for the league lead in hits (19)...Reimer is also 2nd in slugging 
percentage (.706), OPS (1.145), and extra-base hits (10), tied for 2nd in runs scored (13), 
3rd in batting average (.373), tied for 3rd in doubles (5), tied for 5th in RBI (12), and 8th 
in on-base percentage (.439).

ROTATION IS ROLLING: Brooklyn's starters have been exquisite over the season's first 
13 games...Cyclones starting pitchers possess a 1.77 ERA (11 ER in 56.0 IP)...Under the 
leadership of first-year pitching coach Jordan Kraus, the starters hold an impressive 
72:19 strikeout-to-walk ratio...The 1.77 ERA is the lowest among starting pitching staffs in 
the South Atlantic League...Aberdeen is 2nd (2.29)...It is also 2nd among all High-A fran-

chises...Only Cincinnati's High-A Dayton (1.68) has tallied a lower ERA...Overall, Brooklyn's 
pitching staff has a SAL-low 2.65 ERA (33 ER in 112.0 IP), which is good for the 2nd-lowest 
at High-A behind Kansas City's High-A Quad Cities (2.57)...The 2.65 ERA ranks 6th in all of 
Minor League Baseball...The Athletics' Single-A Stockton (2.45) is 1st.

YOU'LL GET NOTHING AND LIKE IT: Despite the loss on Wednesday, Cyclones' pitch-
ing dominated...After 4-straight runners reached base in the bottom of the 1st, Brooklyn 
pitching combined to retire 23 of the final 24 batters in order, allowing just one infield hit 
in the 3rd inning...14 of those 24 outs were recorded via strikeouts...RHP Noah Hall sat 
down 14 of the last 15 batters he faced, striking out 7 over 5.0 innings in the 2-1 defeat...
The 23-year-old created a team-high 11 swings-and-misses...LHP Ryan Ammons, RHP 
Ryan Lambert, and RHP Alfred Vega united to sit down the last 9 hitters of the game in a 
row, 7 of which struck out...Lambert whiffed 4 of the 5 batters he faced, inducing 8 whiffs.

NOAH'S ARC: After an injury-shortened 2024, RHP Noah Hall has returned to form in 
2025...Over his first 3 starts, the Charlotte, N.C. native is 1-0 with a 1.23 ERA (2 ER in 14.2 
IP), 18 strikeouts and only 6 hits allowed...Entering Friday, Hall is 6th in the South Atlantic 
League in batting average against (.125), tied for 6th in innings pitched (14.2), 8th in ERA 
(1.23), and tied for 9th in strikeouts (18)...The University of South Carolina product became 
not only the first player in franchise history to start on consecutive Opening Days, but the 
first player in franchise history to start multiple Opening Days.

VETERAN PRESENCE: OF Rafael Ortega remains with the Cyclones on a minor league 
rehab assignment from Triple-A Syracuse...Through 5 games, the 33-year-old is 2-for-21 
(.095) at the plate with a double, 2 RBI, and a stolen base...This is Ortega's second stint in 
the New York Mets organization after spending most of the 2023 season with the club...
The El Tigre, Venezuela native played 30 games at Triple-A Syracuse and another 47 
with the Mets, hitting .219/.341/.272 with a home run and 8 RBI for the Big League club...
Ortega has appeared in 425 MLB games with the Colorado Rockies, Los Angeles An-
gels, Miami Marlins, Atlanta Braves, Chicago Cubs, Chicago White Sox, and Mets, slash-
ing .245/.322/.349/.671 with 22 home runs and 110 RBI...Ortega also played for Single-A 
Asheville in the South Atlantic League in 2011, hitting .294/.335/.438 with 9 homers and 
66 RBI in 113 games.

YOU GET A HIT, YOU GET A HIT, YOU GET A HIT...YOU GET THE POINT: In a lopsided vic-
tory over Wilmington on April 5, Brooklyn put up some gaudy numbers that haven't been 
seen on the boardwalk in quite some time...The 15 runs scored are the most scored in a 
single game by the Cyclones since Brooklyn scored 18 times in an 18-1 victory at Jersey 
Shore on August 28, 2022...The Cyclones' offensive output was their best at Maimonides 
Park since June 24, 2010, vs. Hudson Valley, in a 16-5 win... Additionally, Brooklyn's 20 hits 
collected on Saturday were the most hits the 'Clones in any game since a 20-hit effort 
in a 13-0 triumph vs. Aberdeen on July 21, 2011...The contest was just the second game 
since 2005 where Brooklyn accumulated 15+ runs and 20+ hits in the same contest...The 
Cyclones first accomplished the feat with 16 runs and 22 hits in a 16-7 win at Tri-City on 
July 13, 2007.

BROOKLYN TO THE BIGS: After four former Cyclones made their Major League debuts in 
2024, three alumni had already accomplished the feat before the end of March in 2025...C 
Hayden Senger ('18, '21) came off the bench and became the 103rd former Cyclone to 
play in the Majors and the 68th to debut with the New York Mets on Opening Day, March 
27 at Houston...Three days later, on March 30, OF Jake Mangum ('19, '21) batted second 
and played right field for the Tampa Bay Rays and went 0-for-3 with a walk...RHP Mike 
Vasil debuted for the Chicago White Sox a day later, tossing 2.0 innings of two-hit shut-
out relief, whiffing 1B Ty France for his first Major League strikeout...The franchise record 
for debuts in a single season is nine in 2015 and 2017.

GOMEZ GEARED UP FOR ROUND TWO IN BK: Cyclones manager Gilbert Gómez em-
barks on his second season at the helm after serving as the youngest manager in fran-
chise history in 2024…The 33-year-old becomes the first Cyclones skipper to begin a 2nd 
consecutive season as manager since Edgardo Alfonzo (2017-2019)…Gómez led Brooklyn 
to a 65-67 record during his inaugural season at the controls… Gómez spent the winter 
as the head man for Tigers del Licey in the Dominican Winter League...The Dominican 
native will serve as Albert Pujols' assistant manager for Team Dominican Republic in the 
upcoming 2026 World Baseball Classic.

AMAZIN' STARTS HERE: Brooklyn’s roster features no shortage of talent…According to 
MLB Pipeline, the Cyclones boast 8 of the Mets' Top 30 prospects…Those include OF 
Carson Benge (3), INF Jesús Báez, LHP Jonathan Santucci (13), INF Boston Baro (14), 
INF Jacob Reimer (21), C Chris Suero (22), OF Eli Serrano III (23) and C Ronald Hernán-
dez (27)…Of those 8, 5 have previous experience playing in Brooklyn...The Cyclones also 
possess 6 of the Mets' Top 30 farmhands per Baseball America...The list features Báez (3), 
Benge (7), Baro (15), Santucci (16), Suero (20), and Reimer (21).

BROOKLYN CYCLONES (9-4, 9-4)
 TIED FOR FIRST PLACE, SAL NORTH, 3.0 GA

ABERDEEN IRONBIRDS (6-7, 6-7)
 FOURTH PLACE, SAL NORTH, 3.0 GB

vs. ABERDEEN: Brooklyn treks south for their first road trip 
of the season...The 2-week stretch begins with 6 games 
against the IronBirds...Aberdeen enters the series after 
taking 4-of-6 on the road against Jersey Shore...In 2024, 
Brooklyn went 11-13 against the IronBirds and 4-8 at Ripken 
Stadium...Aberdeen boasts 11 of the Orioles' Top 30 pros-
pects: OF Vance Honeycutt (5), INF Griff O'Ferrall (7), RHP 
Michael Forret (8), RHP Nestor Germán (11), LHP Luis De 
León (14), RHP Trey Gibson (15), INF Aron Estrada (16), C 
Ethan Anderson (18), INF Leandro Arias (21), OF Thomas 
Sosa (23), and OF Austin Overn (30)...De León and Sosa are 
currently on the injured list...In 267 all-time meetings since 
2002, the Cyclones lead the all-time series, 140-127 (.524).












































