
One day while making sure the lawn was ready for opening day, brooklyn 
found a four-leaf clover and was inspired to find a st. patrick’s day activity 
just for you! Brix watched in surprise as a carnation turned green!

St. Patrick’s Day carnations
ENCOURAGING

STEM
EDUCATION

1) Materials: White carnations, green food coloring, water, vase/jar
Optional materials: baby’s breath or other “Filler” planet materials, ribbon
2) instructions: Add several drops of green food coloring to water in a jar or vase. Make a fresh 
cut in lower part of the stem of each carnation, and place in the green water. Within a few hours, 
the flowers will have absorbed the green coloration via the stem and veins of the petals.
 
Brainstorm/hypothesis
How long will it take for the carnation to turn 
green?

will the carnation be 100% green?

Draw where you think the carnation will turn green.

conclusion
Draw what the carnation looked like after 30 
mintues.

draw what the carnation looked like after 3 hours.

How did the carnation become greeN? Could other white flowers, like a white rose, turn a 
different color following the same process?


