
GAME NOTES
MEMPHIS REDBIRDS (4-0) vs NORFOLK TIDES (2-2)

Wednesday, April 1, 2026 | 12:05 p.m. CDT | AutoZone Park | Game 5 of 150 | memphisredbirds.com, MiLB.TV, MSEN
LHP Quinn Mathews (0-0, 0.00) vs RHP Brandon Young (0-0, 0.00)

UPCOMING GAMES AND PROBABLE STARTERS

DATE OPPONENT PROBABLE PITCHERS FIRST PITCH (CDT)
Thur, April 2 v NOR RHP Richard Fitts vs. RHP Kyle Gibson 6:45 p.m. 
Fri, April 3 v NOR LHP Bruce Zimmermann vs. RHP Dean Kremer 1:05 p.m.
Sat, April 4 v NOR LHP Brycen Mautz vs. TBD 1:05 p.m.
TODAY’S GAME: The Memphis Redbirds host the Norfolk Tides (Triple-A, Baltimore Orioles) 
for game two of a six-game series at AutoZone Park. Right-handed pitcher Hunter Dobbins 
is slated for an MLB Rehab Start for Memphis opposide left-handed pitcher Cade Povich for 
Norfolk.
LAST NIGHT RECAP: The Memphis Redbirds snagged the home opener of the 2026 season 
with a 10-5 score over the Norfolk Tides (Triple-A, Baltimore Orioles) on Tuesday night at 
AutoZone Park. Memphis opened the scoring with three consecutive two-out doubles in the 
second inning to jump ahead 3-0. After Norfolk tied the game in the top of the third, third 
baseman Blaze Jordan blasted his first homer of the season to grab the lead back. Shortstop 
César Prieto smacked a home run to right in the fourth to double the lead. Catcher Jimmy 
Crooks stamped the win with a three-run blast with two outs in the seventh. The three home 
runs are the most by the Redbirds o!ense this season. Designated hitter Matt Koperniak 
finished the win 1-for-3 with three RBIs and a double. Starting pitcher Hunter Dobbins (1-0) 
allowed three runs on three hits, walked two and struck out three over 5.0 innings in his MLB 
Rehab Start. The right-handed pitcher allowed all three runs before an out was recorded in the 
third. Gerson Moreno and Ryan Fernandez each worked a scoreless inning in relief. 
2026 ROSTER: The Memphis Redbirds announced Friday the club’s 28-man 2026 Opening 
Day roster. Memphis opens the season Friday night at the Gwinnett Stripers (Triple-A, Atlanta 
Braves). Eight of the top 30 prospects in the St. Louis Cardinals system open the campaign with 
Memphis. Outfielder Joshua Baez (No. 4 STL prospect) is the highest-ranked prospect to start 
the season with the Redbirds, followed by catcher Leo Bernal (No. 6), left-handed pitcher Quinn 
Mathews (No. 7), catcher Jimmy Crooks (No. 8), right-handed pitcher Tink Hence (No. 15), 
left-handed pitcher Brycen Mautz (No. 21), right-handed pitcher Luis Gastelum (No. 22) and 
infielder Blaze Jordan (No. 27). Baez (No. 87 overall prospect) and Bernal (No. 98) represent 
the Redbirds on MLB Pipeline’s top 100 prospect list to start the season. 11 Redbirds find 
themselves on the Cardinals 40-man roster. Right-handed pitchers Gordon Grace!o, Richard 
Fitts and Ryan Fernandez, left-handed pitcher Nick Raquet, and infielders Bryan Torres and 
Cesar Prieto join Hence, Mautz, Bernal, Crooks and Baez. The 2026 Memphis roster includes 
16 returners from the 2025 season and a total of 18 players who have previously appeared in 
a Redbirds uniform.
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 BY THE NUMBERS
Overall .......................4-0
Home ........................1-0
Road ..........................3-0
Day ............................1-0
Night .........................3-0
vs. LH starter .............1-0
vs. RH starter .............3-0
Record in series ......1-0-0
Series openers ...........2-0
Series finales .............1-0
Doubleheaders .......0-0-0
Last 10 ......................4-0
+/- .............................. 10
W streak .... (4, 4/27-now)
L streak ....................(n/a)
Most over .500 ............... (4-0)
Most under.500 ............ (0-0)
Extra innings ..............0-0
1-run games ..............2-0
2-run games ..............0-0
Shutouts ....................1-0
Walk-o!s ...................0-0
Scoring first ...............3-0
Scoring last ................3-0
Up after 7/8 ............3-0/3-0
D after 7/8 .............1-0/0-0
vs GWN ......................3-0
vs NOR ......................1-0
vs LOU .......................0-0
vs BUF .......................0-0
vs NAS .......................0-0
vs JAX ........................0-0
vs CLT ........................0-0
vs DUR ......................0-0
vs IND........................0-0
vs TOL .......................0-0 
vs OKC .......................0-0
vs ROC.......................0-0
vs STP .......................0-0

AVG/IL Rank ..263 (T-3th) 
OBP ...............346 (T-9th) 
SLG ..................444 (3rd)
2B .....................6 (T-9th)
3B .....................0 (T-9th)
SB .....................5 (T-9th)
HR ....................6 (T-2nd)
RBI .....................20 (5th)
Runs ...................22 (5th)
K% ....................... 24.8%
BB% ..................... 10.4%

ERA ..............3.00 (T-3rd)
R/9 .................3.00 (2nd)
SO .................36 (T-11th)
K% ....................... 27.7%
BB ......................18 (8th)
BB% ..................... 11.9%
SO/BB ..................... 2.00
H allowed ...........28 (8th)
HR allowed ........3 (T-7th)

TEAM LEADERS

AVG ........................................ Jordan (.545)
Hits ............................................. Jordan (6)
Home Runs .................................two tied (2)
RBI ......................................... Koperniak (5)
Stolen Bases ...............................five tied (1)
Walks............................................ Torres (4)
Wins ........................................ three tied (1)
ERA .................................... eight tied (0.00)
Saves ......................................... four tied (1)
Strikeouts ..................................... Mautz (6)
Innings ....................................two tied (5.0)

IL FIRST HALF STANDINGS (Top-10)
TEAM W-L GB STRK R-DIFF
Louisville 4-0 - W4 9
Memphis 4-0 - W4 10
Lehigh Valley 4-0 - W4 6
Charlotte 3-1 1.0 L1 15
St. Paul 3-1 1.0 L1 -9
Columbus 3-1 1.0 W3 2
Scranton/WB 2-1 1.5 L1 5
Rochester 2-1 1.5 L1 3
Syracuse 2-2 2.0 L1 -2
Buffalo 2-2 2.0 W2 -3



FRONT PAGE AND COACHES

Ben Johnson enters his eighth season as manager 
of the Memphis Redbirds and his eighth year in the 
Cardinals organization.

MANAGER 
BEN JOHNSON

• Became the all-time winningest manager in 
franchise history on May 21, 2025 (368 wins)
• 428 - 435 managerial record entering 2025 
season, including postseason. 
• Oversaw a franchise record 15-game winning 
streak in 2021 (7/9-7/25); tied for longest in MiLB 
that season
• Oversaw a franchise record 200 home runs in 
2019; team won 29 of final 40 games and were in 
contension for division until 2nd to last day of the 
season
• Spent 2018 as third base coach for the Durham 
Bulls (Rays' Triple-A)
• Spent 2014-2017 as a scout in the Arizona 
Diamondbacks organization
• Coached at Millenium HS in Goodyear, AZ from 
2011-2013
• Previously managed Arizona Centennials in the 
Independent League in 2012

COACHING CAREER     

PLAYING CAREER     
• Drafted by the Cardinals in the 4th Rd. of 1999 
Draft; traded to Padres in 2000
• Made MLB debut on June 26, 2005 with the 
Padres; played 98 games over next three seasons 
with the Padres and Mets
• Named Padres Minor League Player of the 
Year in 2005 when he hit a career-high .312 with 
25 home runs and 83 RBIs as a member of the 
Portland Beavers
• Played 901 MiLB games over 10 seasons with 
Cardinals, Padres, Mets and Tigers; hit .262 with 
115 career home runs and 473 RBIs

PERSONAL       
• Born in Memphis and played baseball at 
Germantown HS; named Memphis-area HS Player 
of the Year in 1999; lives with his dad during the 
season
• He and his wife, Elizabeth, have two children, 
Ethan and Ruby; reside in Phoenix, AZ

• Marrero is beginning his 14th season in 
the Cardinals organization and fourth with 
Memphis.

PITCHING COACH 
DARWIN MARRERO

COACHING CAREER    

• Joined the Memphis Redbirds coaching 
staff following five seasons (2018-22) with 
Double-A Springfield Marrero's career with 
St. Louis began as pitching coach for the 
Gulf Coast League Cardinals (Rookie) from 
2013-14, followed by the same role with 
the State College Spikes (Class-A) from 
2015-17.

PLAYING CAREER     
• Marrero's playing career spanned seven 
seasons from 1998-2004 with the Montreal 
Expos organization, attaining his highest 
level at Double-A with the Harrisburg 
Senators in 2002 and 2004.

• Clark is beginning his fourth season in 
the Cardinals organization and fourth with 
Memphis

HITTING COACH 
HOWIE CLARK

COACHING CAREER    
   
• In 2015, Clark was named the hitting coach of 
the Delmarva Shorebirds, the Class-A affiliate of the 
Baltimore Orioles.In February 2017, Clark was named 
the assistant hitting coach for the Orioles. He was 
named hitting coach of the Charlotte Knights, Triple-A 
affiliate of the Chicago White Sox, for the 2020 season. 
[9] On December 1, 2020, Clark was named assistant 
hitting coach for the Chicago White Sox.

PLAYING CAREER     
• Clark played parts of six seasons in MLB 
with the Baltimore Orioles, Minnesota 
Twins and Toronto Blue Jays from 2002 to 
2008.
• Clark batted .262 with three home runs 
and 26 RBI in his career






































