
WALK-OFF DEJA VU: Edian Espinal recorded his 
second walk-off hit in 24 hours, a game-ending 
two-run blast to propel Lakeland  to a 5-3 win 
over the Jupiter Hammerheads on Thursday. 
After last night's walk-off double, Espinal 
smashed his second homer in as many days as 
Lakeland once again rallied late. Starting pitcher 
Cale Wetwiska was excellent, throwing 3.0 
hitless frames while striking out four and walking 
one. Carson Rucker smashed his 10th homer of 
the season and tallied the game-tying groundout 
in the seventh while Hunter Dobbins and Anibal 
Salas each had multi-hit performances.

HOME HAPPINESS VERSUS HAMMERHEADS: 
Over the last few years, Lakeland has found 
much greater success against Jupiter at home 
than on the road. Following Wednesday's win, 
the Flying Tigers sit 31-16 (.660W%) against the 
Hammerheads at home since 2017. They've won 
three of the last four home series against Jupiter 
and have lost just one of the last 12 series at 
Joker Marchant. However, Lakeland is just 11-
24 (.314W%) when facing the Hammerheads on 
the road over that span and has not won a series 
during that stretch. 

BEAU IS BASHING: After Wednesday's three-
hit, two-RBI night, Ankeney had notched four 
consecutive multi-hit games and continues to 
cement himself as one of the strongest hitters in 
the Florida State League. He paces the league in 
hits, RBIs (65) and is tied for second in home runs 
(15). Entering Thursday, Ankeney was hitting 
.367 with a 1.056 OPS over his last 24 games. 
One can make a case that last year's 14th-round 
draft pick has performed even better over a 
larger sample size. Heading into Thursday he was 
hitting .352 with 11 home runs and 34 RBIs while 
recording a .669 slugging percentage and a 1.072 
OPS over his last 33 contests.     

PINTO POWER: Jesus Pinto has punished 
opposing pitching since the start of the second 
half. While the outfielder's 17-game on-base 
streak came to an end on Wednesday, he hit 
.348, slugged .530 and collected 15 RBIs over 
that span. He's performed even better in July, 
entering the week with a .426 average while 
slugging .596 and tallying 10 RBIs over 12 games 
this month.  

2025: A SEASON TO REMEMBER: Lakeland looks 
to defend its 2025 Florida State League title as it 
returns home for the first time since last year's 
championship-clinching victory. The Flying Tigers 
steamrolled through both the regular season 
and postseason. They became the first team in 
the FSL's 106-year history to win the first and 
second half titles while also going undefeated in 
the postseason. Additionally, they were just 

the third club in league history to win both the 
first and second halves. With its postseason 
appearance last year, Lakeland has reached the 
playoffs in three consecutive seasons for the first 
time in 32 years.

TIGERTOWN IS TITLETOWN: 2025 marked 
Lakeland's first league title in 13 years. It was 
the club's fifth championship all-time, previously 
taking the league crown in 1967, 1977, 1992 
and 2012. Two unrelated Lakeland teams (the 
Lakeland Highlanders and Pilots) won titles in 
1924 and 1954, respectively. 
  
HOSTING THE HAMMERHEADS: Lakeland faces 
the Jupiter Hammerheads this week for the first 
time in 2026. Jupiter completed a worst-to-first 
turnaround with a first-half East Division crown 
after finishing with the division's worst overall 
record last year. However, the Hammerheads 
have struggled in the second half, entering 
the week with the second-worst second-half 
record in Single-A at 8-16. The  team's success 
rests on its performance on the mound. While 
Jupiter's staff is bottom-three in the Minor 
Leagues in both walks and hit batters, it ranks 
fourth in strikeouts and has posted the third-
lowest opponent average in the Minors at .223. 
It also has allowed the third-fewest home runs 
among full-season clubs. At the plate, the club is 
headlined by Echedry Vargas and Andres Valor. 
Vargas ranks top-five in the league with a .300 
average and a .494 slugging percentage while 
leading the team with nine home runs. Valor 
leads the FSL with 40 steals on 45 attempts and 
is sixth in the league in walks while sitting tied 
for second on the club with eight homers. 

ROSTER MOVES: The Detroit Tigers have 
made the  following roster moves affecting the 
Lakeland Flying Tigers:

 	 • RHP Owen Hall assigned to Lakeland Flying 
Tigers from FCL Tigers on July 24
	 • RHP Connor Fenlong assigned to West 
Michigan Whitecaps (A+) from Lakeland Flying 
Tigers on July 24
	 • West Michigan Whitecaps (A+) sent RF 
Roberto Campos on a rehab assignment to 
Lakeland Flying Tigers on July 24
	 • OF Zach MacDonald assigned to West 
Michigan Whitecaps (A+) from Lakeland Flying 
Tigers on July 21
	 • Erie SeaWolves (AA) sent C Thayron Liranzo 
on a rehab assignment to Lakeland Flying Tigers 
on July 17	
	 • Lakeland Flying Tigers sent RHP Kelvis 
Salcedo on a rehab assignment to FCL Tigers on 
July 17
 
 

Jupiter Hammerheads (45-48, 8-19) at Lakeland Flying Tigers (45-47, 14-13)
Friday, July 24, 2026 • Publix Field at Joker Marchant Stadium • 6:30 p.m. ET

RHP #31 Eiver Mosquera (2-1, 4.64) vs RHP #32 Cash Kuiper (1-4, 6.36)
TV: MiLB.TV, MLB At Bat, Bally Sports Live App • Audio: MiLB App

AN EYE ON THE (FLYING) TIGERS
Overall record................................................. 45-47
Second-half record......................................... 14-13
Current streak.....................................................W5
At Publix Field at Joker Marchant Stadium..... 24-20
On the road.................................................... 21-27
Day games........................................................ 9-10
Night games.................................................... 36-37
Vs. LH starting pitchers....................................... 7-7
Vs. RH starting pitchers.................................. 38-40
Vs. FSL West.................................................... 29-36
Vs. FSL East..................................................... 16-11
Flying Tigers score first................................... 30-19
Opponents score first..................................... 15-28
Scoring five-or-more runs............................... 36-16
Scoring three or four runs................................ 8-14
Scoring two runs or fewer................................ 1-17
Extra innings....................................................... 0-4
One-run games................................................. 8-13
Two-run games................................................... 7-9
Flying Tigers starter works 4+ innings............ 25-13
Lead after 6th/7th/8th inning.........36-8/38-8/42-2
Trail after 6th/7th/8th inning......... 6-35/2-31/2-34
Tied after 6th/7th/8th inning................3-3/5-5/1-7
Flying Tigers out-hit opponent......................... 30-7
Opponent out-hits Flying Tigers....................... 7-36
Flying Tigers and opponent have equal hits....... 8-4
Flying Tigers hit a home run........................... 30-25
Flying Tigers do not hit a home run................ 15-22

FLYING TIGERS VS. HAMMERHEADS
2026 Record: 3-0

2026 Record at Home: 3-0
2026 Record at Jupiter: 0-0

2025 Record: 4-2
Dates	  Site	 Games in Series 	 Record
7/21-7/26	 LAK 	 6 	 3-0
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TODAY'S FLYING TIGERS STARTING PITCHER

Cash Kuiper  • 1-4, 6.36 ERA
RHP • 6'4" • 200 • Born: 12/26/2004 • Age: 21 • Birthplace: Oklahoma City, OK 

Last 2 Appearances with Lakeland
Date	 W/L	 IP	 H	 R (ER) 	 BB	  K		
7/17 @ FTM --    	 4.0	 4  	   2(2)  	  3	  5
7/8 @ DUN --    	 4.1	 6  	   1(0)  	  2	  4 
		
2026 Stats with Lakeland (Regular Season)
G (GS)	  W/L	 ERA	   IP	       H	            R(ER)	          K/BB		
13(11) 	 1-4	 6.36	   46.2	  54	  39(33)	   43/22

• Over his last two outings, has allowed just two earned runs over 8.1 
innings  
• Pitch Mix: FB, CUT, SWEEP
• 2025: Made his professional debut with Lakeland...Appeared in four
games (two starts)...5.40 ERA over 5.0 innings...Held hitters to a .111
average
• College: Spent two seasons at Murray State Junior College in Oklahoma,
where he put up impressive numbers in 2025 as a sophomore, posting an
8-3 record with 15 starts and 90 strikeouts in 75 innings
• Acquired: Selected by the Tigers in the 12th round of the 2025 MLB
Draft

UPCOMING PITCHING MATCHUPS
Subject to Change

Date    Time 	     Opp.     	 Matchup	    
7/25	 6:00	    JUP	 Dameivi Tineo vs. Malachi Witherspoon

7/26	 12:00	    JUP	 Jonas Uzcategui vs. Caleb Leys
7/28	 6:30	    @TAM	 TBD vs. TBD
7/29	 5:00	    @TAM	 TBD vs. TBD
7/30	 6:30	    @TAM	 TBD vs. TBD
7/31	 6:30	    @TAM	 TBD vs. TBD

July 24, 2026

FSL SECOND-HALF STANDINGS
West

Team (Affiliate)                     Rec.      GB      Matchup
Tampa (NYY) 		  19-8	 ---	  @ PMB
Dunedin (TOR) 		 14-12	 4.5 	 @ BRD
Lakeland (DET) 		  14-13	 5.0 	  vs JUP
Clearwater (PHI) -x  	 13-13	 5.5	   vs DBT
Fort Myers (MIN) 	 12-13	 6.5	   @ SLU
Bradenton (PIT)  	 10-16	 8.5	  vs DUN
 

East
Team (Affiliate)                     Rec.      GB      Matchup
Daytona (CIN) 		  16-9	 ---	   @ CLR
Palm Beach (STL)  	 15-11	 1.5	 vs TAM
St. Lucie (NYM) 	 10-15	 6.5	   vs FTM
Jupiter (MIA) -x 	 8-19	 9.0	   @ LAK








































