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You’ve probably heard the name JJ Wetherholt. The St. Louis Cardinals’ number one 
prospect was the seventh overall selection in 2024 and has been with Springfield all 
of 2025, his first full season in Minor League Baseball. With the accolades he brings 
to the Cardinals this season comes the added pressure of being the highest-
ranked prospect.
“You don’t want to be the guy who was always just known as a top-ranked 
prospect,” Wetherholt explained when talking about the hype surrounding him 
leading up to the draft. “At some point you want to make that jump to where 
you’re actually at the level that people thought I was going to be at.”
Wetherholt was not a highly-touted prospect out of Mars Area High School in 
Pennsylvania, about 35 minutes away from Pittsburgh’s PNC Field. While clearly 
a great high school player, an early commitment during his sophomore year to 
West Virginia would soon pay off for his development. Wetherholt would go on 
to hit .449 during a massive breakout season in 2023 for the Mountaineers.
“It was crazy. Honestly, I was just showing up and getting two or three hits, 
going about my business,” he recounted. Wetherholt even admitted that self-
doubt crept in as the season progressed. His stock rose quickly, springing 
to the top of multiple mock drafts throughout the baseball world. In the 
days leading up to draft day, there were rumors that the Cleveland 
Guardians would go as far as to drafting him first overall. Instead, they 
selected Oregon State’s Travis Bazzana. But to Wetherholt, there’s no 
ill-will towards the six teams that passed on him for another player 
(Cleveland, Cincinnati, Colorado, Oakland, Chicago-AL, Kansas City).
“I just wanted to go to a team who really, really wanted me as their pick. 
Not that they took me because the guy they really wanted ended up 
getting taken.” He said that St. Louis was a team that had wanted him 
from the jump.
“They obviously have my best interest in mind, so I was just 
showing up, doing whatever they wanted me to do and trusting in 
that process. It ended up going pretty smoothly after the draft.”
The top prospect found quick success in 29 games for 
the Palm Beach Cardinals in 2024 to end the draft year. 
Wetherholt skipped the High-A ranks right here to 
Springfield to start this season. Through the end of May, 
he was hitting .277 overall in 36 games with the Cardinals, 
doing especially well in late-game situations. As he 
continues his first full year in the pros, Wetherholt is 
focused on the controllables and ultimately positioning 
himself for an eventual Big League debut.
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Two Springfield Cardinals were recognized for massive months in May: OF Nathan Church 
was named the Texas League Player of the Month while RHP Tekoah Roby was honored as 
the St. Louis Cardinals Minor League Pitcher of the Month. The twos’ play contributed to a 
successful month for the team that propelled them into first place and ahead of the pack for 
the fight for a First-Half Championship.
ABOUT NATHAN CHURCH
Church is the first Springfield Cardinal to win the Texas League Player of 
the Month award this season, the first since OF Bryan Torres in August of 
2024 and just the 19th player all-time in team history. In 24 games in May, 
Church slashed .357/.407/.602 and led the Texas League in average (.357), 
hits (35) and total bases (59). 
In the hottest month at the plate in his Minor League career, the 
Southern California-native hit six home runs and struck out just seven 
times in 108 trips to the plate. He began the month with a walk-off 
single on May 1 to go with a homer earlier in the game. On May 21 in 
Tulsa, the lefty-swinger swatted his first career grand slam agains 
the Drillers. Church earned his first promotion to Triple-A Memphis 
on June 3, making his Triple-A debut later that night. The 24-year-
old is in the midst of his fourth season in the St. Louis system 
and broke into the MLB Pipeline Top-30 Caridnals Prospect List 
entering 2025 as the 21st ranked player. He played in the Arizona 
Fall League this past offseason with the Glendale Desert Dogs.
This is Church’s third honor from Minor League Baseball, 
joining Midwest League Player of the Week (June 5-11, 
2023) and Texas League Player of the Week (April 15-
21, 2024) awards. St. Louis tabbed him as their 
organizational Player of the Month in April of 2024. 
He was selected by St. Louis in the 11th round of 
the 2022 MLB Draft out of the UC Irvine.
ABOUT TEKOAH ROBY
Roby earned the first STL Pitcher of the Month award of his career as he 
becomes the 22nd Springfield Cardinal all-time honored by the organization 
in this capacity. LHP Ixan Henderson most recently held the honor in April 
of this year. Of the previous 21 Springfield honorees, 11 have gone on to 
play in the Major Leagues (four still with the organization), a list that 
includes Gordon Graceffo, Shelby Miller, Lance Lynn and others.
Roby made five starts in May, ranking first in strikeouts, strikeouts 
per nine and strikeouts to walks ratio among qualified St. Louis 
Minor Leaguers. The right-hander notched a career-high 11 
strikeouts against the Amarillo Sod Poodles on May 16 at 
Hammons Field. Aside from his first start in May, he never 
surrendered more than two runs in his last four outings in 
the month. On June 9, he earned a promotion to Triple-A 
Memphis for the first time in his career.
“Eric Peterson and the rest of our pitching team have done 
a great job partnering with Tekoah to train towards an athletic delivery that 
ultimately leads him to working in advantageous counts from the get-go. This 
can be seen in the increase in his K% and decrease in BB% over the last month,” 
stated Cardinals Director of Player Development Larry Day in a St. Louis press 
release. 
Roby missed a large portion of the 2024 season due to injury, but has been healthy 
in 2025. The Florida-native joined Springfield in 2023 after a trade between the Texas 
Rangers and St. Louis which included INF Thomas Saggese, LHP John King,  LHP 
Jordan Montgomery and RHP Chris Stratton. He is currently ranked by MLB Pipeline 
as the 11th-best prospect in the organization (fourth-ranked pitcher). He throws 
a Four-Seam Fastball, Sinker, Slider, Curveball and Changeup.
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FRIDAY, JUNE 20
MARGARITAVILLE

TROPICAL BUTTON DOWN 
SHIRT THEME TICKET

FRIDAY, JUNE 13
NURSE NIGHT

SCRUBS COOLER BAG 
THEME TICKET

FRIDAY, AUGUST 1
HARRY POTTER SCARF 

THEME TICKET 
MAGICAL FIREWORKS
PRESENTED BY 92.9 THE BEAT 

PROMOS &PROMOS &
GIVEAWAYSGIVEAWAYSUPCOMINGUPCOMING

FRIDAY, JULY 18
AMERICAN NATIONAL 

CHRISTMAS STOCKING
GIVEAWAY (2,000) 

HOLLY JOLLY FIREWORKS
PRESENTED BY 105.9 KGBX

SANTA CLAUS APPEARANCE

SUNDAY, JULY 20
LEONG’S ASIAN DINER 

SPRINGFIELD CASHEW 
CHICKENS CAP

GIVEAWAY (2,000) 

SATURDAY, JULY 19
HILAND DAIRY

KIDS JERSEY
GIVEAWAY (2,000) 

SANTA CLAUS APPEARANCE

FRIDAY, JUNE 13
FANS-ON-FIELD

TOP 40 DANCE PARTY 
FIREWORKS  

THURSDAY, JULY 3
FANS-ON-FIELD PATRIOTIC 
FIREWORKS CELEBRATION 

POSTGAME CONCERT
PRESENTED BY AARON SACHS & 

ASSOCIATES 

TUESDAY, JULY 1
5,000 FREE HOT DOGS 
AMERICAN COUNTRY 

FIREWORKS
PRESENTED BY AROUND THE OZARKS

WEDNESDAY, JULY 2
FREEDOM WEEK 

FIREWORKS 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2
AARON SACHS & ASSOCIATES 

ROUTE 66 JERSEY
GIVEAWAY (2,000) 

SATURDAY, JUNE 21
COCA-COLA

SUPER SOFT SHIRT
GIVEAWAY (2,000) 

SEE THE FULL 2025SEE THE FULL 2025
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20252025 Coaching StaffCoaching Staff
Patrick AndersonPatrick Anderson-Manager
After three seasons as manager of the Peoria Chiefs (A+), 
Anderson will now become the eighth-ever manager in 
Springfield Cardinals history. Anderson, who calls nearby 
Columbia, MO home, previously spent seven years in the 
Nationals organization (2013-19) as manager with the Single-A 
Hagerstown Suns (2014-19) and Gulf Coast League Nationals 
(2013). Across ten Minor League managerial seasons, he holds a 
661-619 record and a 2013 Gulf Coast League Championship.
Anderson played collegiately at Mars Hill (NC) University and 
played three years of Independent League Baseball. He brings 
a wealth of experience to Springfield, as he began coaching in 
1996 as an assistant with Gannon (PA) University. He also spent 
time at Hofstra University as an assistant coach (1999-2001) 
and head coach (2009-11). Inbetween his college coaching 
were coaching positions in the Royals organization in the GCL 
(2001), Midwest League (2002-06), Pioneer League (2007) and 
Appalachian League (2008).

Eric PetersonEric Peterson-Pitching Coach
Eric Peterson returns for his third season as Springfield’s 
Pitching Coach after guiding a staff last year that featured 
the Minor League Pitcher of the Year Quinn Mathews and 
Texas League Pitcher of the Year Tink Hence in 2024. Under 
his leadership, the 2024 Springfield pitching staff set a 
franchise record 1,279 strikeouts. The Bear, DE native played 
college baseball at Temple University for two seasons before 
transferring to North Carolina State University. He was drafted 
in the 37th round of the 2014 MLB Draft by the Houston Astros 
and suited up for the Corpus Christi Hooks in the Texas League 
during the 2016 and 2017 campaigns.

Casey ChenowethCasey Chenoweth-Hitting Coach
Casey Chenoweth enters his third season in the Cardinals 
organization after spending the 2024 season in Springfield 
and the 2023 campaign with High-A Peoria, both as hitting 
coach. The 2025 season will mark his second with Springfield. 
The Tollhouse, CA native previously spent three years from 
2020-22 as the assistant hitting coordinator for the Arizona 
Diamondbacks and two seasons from 2018-19 as a minor league 
hitting coach in the San Francisco Giants system. An infielder 
at East Central University in Ada, OK, Chenoweth played one 
season of professional baseball in 2017 for the East Side 
Diamond Hoppers of the United Shore League.

Alex WolfingerAlex Wolfinger-Athletic Trainer
Alex Wolfinger joined the St. Louis Cardinals organization in 
2018, spanning five different levels including Double-A. The 
2025 season marks his fourth consecutive with Springfield. 
He was named the Texas League Athletic Trainer of the Year in 
2023 while with Springfield. Wolfinger earned his Bachelor’s 
degree at Neumann University and his Masters at the University 
of Memphis.

Ryan DuffyRyan Duffy-Strength and Conditioning Coach
Ryan Duffy joined Springfield in 2024 after spending two 
seasons with the Peoria Chiefs (High-A) of the Midwest League 
(2022, 2023). This is his fourth year in professional sports and 
his second with the Springfield Cardinals.

Hunter BroadbentHunter Broadbent-Affiliate Fellow
The 2025 season marks Hunter Broadbent’s first in the St. Louis 
Cardinals organization and his second in affiliated baseball. 
He spent the 2024 season working for the New York Mets in 
a similar role with the Double-A Binghamton Rumble Ponies. 
Broadbent is a 2023 graduate of the University of Connecticut 
where he worked with the university’s baseball program as a 
Director of Baseball Development and Analytics.

Danny BlackDanny Black-Coach
Danny Black is a newcomer to the Springfield Cardinals. A 
former utility player with six seasons of experience in the 
Florida/Miami system. He spent the 2023 and 2024 seasons 
as a Defensive coach with Double-A Pensacola. He began his 
coaching career in 2018 and has served in various coaching 
roles since in the Marlins system.
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Thousands of New Roles.  
Fifty States. One Mission.
The U.S. Navy is on a once-in-a-generation journey to  

completely transform its nuclear-powered submarine fleet  
and maintain a critical undersea advantage. Achieving this 

ambitious goal will require adding more than 140,000 
civilian professionals across every state—including skilled  

tradespeople, engineers, project managers, and many 
others with a vast array of talents.

If you or someone you know is ready to contribute your  
expertise to this critical mission, visit BuildSubmarines.com  

to learn how to make a difference.


