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RHP A  G  (1-0, 3.86) . RHP R  B  (0-0, 4.00)
G  16  138 • A  G  7  69

TV/Radio: MiLB.TV, Bally Live / 97.7 ESPN The Zone (WZZN-FM), Talk Radio 97.7 FM HD-2

Score First .....................................................3-2 Opponents Score First ................................ 3-6
    Leading after 6 innings ..............................6-2 Leading after 7 innings .............................. 5-2 
    Tied after 6 innings .....................................0-0 Tied after 7 innings ......................................0-0
 Trailing after 6 innings ..............................  1-5 Trailing after 7 innings ................................ 1-5
 Leading after 8 innings ..............................6-2 Score 2 or Fewer Runs ...............................0-0 
 Tied after 8 innings ......................................0-1 Score 3 Runs...................................................0-1
    Trailing after 8 innings...............................0-4 Score 4 or More Runs ..................................7-7

 First Game of Series ...................................0-3 Last Game of Series ....................................... 3-0 
 First Game of Homestand .........................0-2 Last Game of Homestand .......................... 2-0
    First Game of Road Trip ..............................0-1 Last Game of Road Trip ...............................1-0

 Following an Off Day ...................................0-2 1-Run Games...................................................1-4
    Final AB Decisions (Walk-Offs) ................0-1 2-Run Games ..................................................1-0 
    Errorless Games ..........................................4-3 3-Run Games .................................................. 3-1 
 With a Homer.................................................6-6 Allow a Homer .............................................. 5-6
    With No Homers ............................................1-2 Allow No Homers .......................................... 2-1
t
 White Jersey ..................................................2-2 Vs. Righty Starters .......................................4-6
 Halo Blue Jersey ..........................................3-3 Vs. Lefty Starters ......................................... 3-2
    Military Camo Jersey...................................1-0 Starter Goes <5 Innings ..............................4-6 
 Throwback Pinstripe Jersey .....................0-1 Starter Goes 5> Innings .............................. 3-2
 Gray Jersey ....................................................0-2 Shutouts:  ........................................................0-0
 Special Jersey ...............................................1-0 In Decision By Starters...............................2-4
 Series Breakdown (W-L-Sp) .................. 1-1-1 In Decision By Bullpen ................................5-4
 Vs. South Division..........................................2-1 Extra Innings ...................................................1-1 
 Vs. North Division ......................................... 5-7 7-Inning Games ..............................................1-1

2026 Season By The Numbers (All-Time)
Streak .................................................................................................................................................................W1
All-Time Record (since 2005) .........................................................................................................306-368
2026 at Toyota Field ................................................................................................................. 5-4 (166-175)
2026 on the Road ......................................................................................................................2-4 (140-193)
Day Games......................................................................................................................................4-2 (53-68)
Night Games ..............................................................................................................................3-6 (253-300)

Regular Season Record Breakdown

Wednesday, April 22 at Biloxi RHP Joel Hurtado (0-1, 8.68) vs. RHP Bishop Letson (0-3, 14.29) 11:05 AM
Thursday, April 23 at Biloxi RHP José González (0-0, 4.32) vs. RHP Tyson Hardin (0-1, 6.75) 6:35 PM
Friday, April 24 at Biloxi  RHP Bryce Osmond (0-1, 13.50) vs. RHP Jaron DeBerry (2-1, 1.80) 6:35 PM
Saturday, April 25 at Biloxi RHP Ryan Costeiu (0-1, 14.40) vs. RHP Manuel Rodriguez (1-0, 1.74) 6:05 PM
Sunday, April 26 at Biloxi RHP Austin Gordon (1-0, 3.86) vs. RHP Ryan Birchard (0-0, 4.00) 1:05 PM  

Upcoming Games & Probable Pitchers (All Times are CST)

SOUTHERN LEAGUE STANDINGS

DOUBLE-A AFFILIATE

FOR STARTERS: The Rocket City Trash Pandas begin their 
second road trip of 2026 on Tuesday night, against the 
Milwaukee Brewers affiliate Biloxi Shuckers. This is the 
second of three matchups between the clubs in 2026.

DOUBLEHEADER SPLIT: The Trash Pandas split a double-
header with the Barons on Sunday afternoon in front of 
4,939 fans at Toyota Field, finishing the first of five series 
between the clubs with a split. Birmingham took game one, 
8-4, while Rocket City erased a 2-0 deficit to win game 
two, 4-2.

MECKLER LEADS THE WAY: Wade Meckler gave Rocket 
City the lead for good in Sunday's nightcap, with a 406-
foot, two-run home, his team-leading third of the season, 
making it 4-2. Meckler exited the series leading the league 
with a .405 batting average, and .500 OBP. 

MAC ATTACK: Mac McCroskey is the only Double-A player 
to have reached, and scored a run in nine-straight games 
this season ... He's one of just five players in all of Minor 
League Baseball this season to score in nin-straight 
games. Mac has doubled his home run total from a year 
ago, with two so far in the first two weeks of the season. 

ANSWERING THE "COLL": INF Harold Coll hit his second 
home run of the season on Friday night, and has reached 
in 12 of 13 games played this season ... He is one of just sev-
en Southern League players to do so this season ... Ranks 
T-5th in the league with 12 RBIs. 

GOBBEL GOING OFF: Ben Gobbel did not play in the Sun-
day doubleheader, but homered twice, and is 7-for-16 this 
week, adding a double, and seven RBIs ... He is currently on 
a six-game hitting streak. 

RUN SCORERS: Gustavo Campero has played in just 10 
of 14 games, but leads the Southern League with 15 runs 
scored, two more than the next closest ... Tucker Flint is 
T-6h in the league with 11 runs scored. 

PANDAS' SCORING: The Pandas lead the league, and rank 
5th in Double-A with 98 runs scored (6.5 per game) in 15 
games. Have scored 4+ runs in 14 of 15 games. The 2023 
club featuring Zach Neto, Nolan Schanuel, Jeremiah 
Jackson, Kyren Paris, etc had 84 runs through the first 
15 games. 

SCORING IS UP IN THE SL: Through the first 15 games this 
season, Southern League teams are averaging 5.5 runs per 
game, over a run higher that last season through 15 games  
at 4.1 in 2025 ... In fact, it's the most runs per game in the 
digital era since 2005 ... One of the primary reasons is in 
2026, the walk rate is 13.7% per plate appearance, by far 
the highest since 2005 ... The 130 home runs is the most 
through 15 games since 2005.

15 HOMERS IN 15 GAMES: Rocket City is living up to its 
name so far with the 15 long balls in 15 games, which is 
T-12th in Double-A baseball so far. 

AGAINST THE SHUCKERS: The Trash Pandas are 33-36 
overall against the Biloxi Shuckers, 14-18 at Keesler Fed-
eral Park, and 21-18 at Toyota Field, including 2-1 so far in 
2026. Last season, Rocket City was 6-6 against the Brewers 
affiliate, and 2-4 in Biloxi. The clubs will meet 15 times this 
season, with Biloxi visiting Toyota Field in the second half, 
August 18-23.

OPENING SERIES WIN: The series win over Biloxi (L 7-6 on 
4/3., W 9-4 on 4/4., W 9-8 on 4/5) marked Rocket City's 
second to start a season (swept Birmingham at Regions 
Field, 4/8-4/10-22). The 9-8 victory on 4/5 also marked 
the club's second-ever Easter win (2-0), with the previ-
ous coming in a 1–0, 11-inning victory over Pensacola on 
4/17/22.

INTERIM MANAGER: Trash Pandas bench coach Daren 
Brown serves as interim manager, while Joe Kruzel is 
away from the club. Brown brings more than two decades 
of experience managing and coaching in professional 
baseball, including an extended tenure in the Seattle 
Mariners organization from 2001–2019. Brown became the 
all-time winningest manager of the Triple-A Tacoma with 
494 victories, leading the club to back-to-back PCL divi-
sion titles in 2009–10 and a 2010 championship—the fran-
chise’s first since 1969. He also served as interim manager 
of the Seattle Mariners in 2010. Earlier, he went 203–77 
(.725) with Amarillo (1998–2000), winning a 1999 title and 
Manager of the Year honors, and later managed Triple-A 
Jacksonville and Campeche in Mexico.

ON THE MOUND: Through 15 games, Rocket City has a 6.30 
ERA, which is last in the Southern League, and 28th out of 30 
teams at the Double-A level. 

ROSTER MOVES: On Monday, INF David Mershon was 
transferred to the ACL Angels roster, and OF Elijah Dun-
ham was reinstated from the Temporary Inactive List after 
he and his wife Kinley welcomed their second daughter, 
Josie Kate, on 4/16.

AMONG THE LEAGUE LEADERS: Wade Meckler leads 
the league in batting (.405), and OBP (.500), plus 3rd in 
slugging and OPS ... Matthew Lugo is 2nd in OBP (.479), 
and T-3rd in walks (13) ... Nick Rodriguez is T-5th in dou-
bles (4), and T-10th in runs (10) ... Ben Gobbel is T-5th in 
RBIs (12) ... Harold Coll is T-5th in RBIs (12) ... Jose Gon-
zalez is T-3rd in strikeouts (17), and 3rd in innings pitched 
(16.2), Austin Gordon is T-10th in innings pitched (14.0) ... 
Kenyon Yovan is T-1st in wins ... Camden Minacci is 
T-3rd in appearances (6). 

GORDON GETS THE START: Starter Austin Gordon be-
came the first Trash Panda starter to win a game on 4/15 
vs. Chattanooga. The Opening Night starter. He is 1-0 with 
a 3.86 ERA over three starts, and 14.0 innings pitched, 10 
walks, 10 strikeouts. 

MR. PANDA: OF Tucker Flint and David Calabrese are 
second and third in club history in games played for the 
Rocket City Trash Pandas. 
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TRASH PANDAS CAREER GAMES
RK PLAYER GAMES YEARS
1.  Orlando Martinez 296 2021-24
2.  Tucker Flint 273 2023-26
3.  David Calabrese 247 2023-26

SOUTHERN LEAGUE SCORING (THROUGH 15 GAMES)
YEAR TOTAL RUNS RUNS PER GAME HR BB/PA
2026 658  5.5 130 13.5%
2023 526  4.9 106 12.4%
2005 726  (10 teams) 4.8 104 8.8% For all of your Trash Pandas information needs, click over to trashpandasbaseball.com.  There 

you’ll find photos, videos, live game stats and articles detailing the latest news and notes. 
MEDIA CENTER

Under the BALLPARK  tab, click the Virtual Press Box  for daily game notes, media guides and 
credential information. 

ON THE WEB

NORTH DIVISION
TEAM W L PCT GB L10 HOME ROAD STRK
Chattanooga 12 3 .800 - 7-3 4-2 8-1 W4
Knoxville 8 7 .533 4.0 5-5 5-4 3-3 L2
Rocket City 7 8 .467 5.0 5-5 5-4 2-4 W1
Birmingham 6 9 .400 6.0 4-6 1-5 5-4 L1

SOUTH DIVISION
TEAM W L PCT GB L10 HOME ROAD STRK
Columbus 9 6 .600 - 8-2 4-5 5-1 W1
Biloxi 7 8 .467 2.0 4-6 4-2 3-6 L1
Montgomery 5 9 .357 3.5 2-8 1-5 4-4 L4
Pensacola 5 9 .357 3.5 5-5 3-5 2-4 W2

 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026  Overall 
 at Toyota Field 4-2 5-1 2-4 4-8 4-2 2-1  21-18

at Biloxi 2-2 3-3 3-6 2-4 2-4 0-0  14-18 
 Total 6-4 8-4 5-10 6-12 6-6 2-1  33-36

T  P  . S



Catcher Innings  Caught Stealing Stolen Bases CS% Passed Balls
 Gustavo Campero 88.0  4 13 23.5% 1
 J.J. D'Orazio 42.0  0 6 0.0% 0
 Total 130.0  4 19 17.4% 1

Day Home Road Total Month Home Road Total
Monday 0-0 0-0 0-0 April 5-4 2-4 7-8 

 Tuesday 0-1 0-1 0-2 May 0-0 0-0 0-0
 Wednesday 1-0 0-1 1-1 June 0-0 0-0 0-0 
 Thursday 0-1 0-1 0-2 July 0-0 0-0 0-0
 Friday 1-1 1-0 2-1 August 0-0 0-0 0-0
 Saturday 1-0 0-1 1-1 September 0-0 0-0 0-0

Sunday 2-1 1-0 3-1 Postseason - - -
 Total 5-4 2-4 7-8  5-4 2-4 7-8

Series Breakdown
Home Road Overall Sweeps

 Type Won-Lost-Split Won-Lost-Split Won-Lost-Split 
 Series 1-0-0 0-1-0 1-1-0 0-0
 Double Headers 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0

Series Dates Opponent Record Notes 
 April 3-5 Biloxi 2-1 Franchise record 24 runs in first 3 games of season
 April 7-12 at Knoxville 2-4 Led in every game, blew 7, 4, 3, 2, 1 run leads
 April 14-19 Birmingham 3-3 Scored 4+ runs in every game

Day Home Road Total Month Home Road Totaly
Monday 0-0 0-0 0-0 April 5-4 2-4 7-8 
Tuesday 0-1 0-1 0-2 May 0-0 0-0 0-0
Wednesday 1-0 0-1 1-1 June 0-0 0-0 0-0 
Thursday 0-1 0-1 0-2 July 0-0 0-0 0-0
Friday 1-1 1-0 2-1 August 0-0 0-0 0-0
Saturday 1-0 0-1 1-1 September 0-0 0-0 0-0
Sunday 2-1 1-0 3-y 1 Postseason - - -
Total 5-4 2-4 7-8  5-4 2-4 7-8

Daily & Monthly Breakdown

CATCHER’S BOX

LAUNCHED TO THE LEAGUE - 48 | 2026 TOTAL - 2
Player Years in Rocket City Major League Debut
1. LHP Reid Detmers 2021   8/1/21 for LAA 
2. LHP Packy Naughton 2021   8/8/21 for LAA
3. RHP José Marte 2021   8/20/21 for LAA
4. RHP Elvis Peguero 2021   8/26/21 for LAA
5. RHP Cooper Criswell 2021   8/27/21 for LAA
6. RHP Kyle Tyler 2021   9/5/21 for LAA
7. RHP Janson Junk* 2021   9/5/21 for LAA
8. RHP Oliver Ortega 2021   9/8/21 for LAA
9. LHP Jhonathan Díaz 2021   9/17/21 for LAA
10. RHP Chase Silseth* 2021-22   5/9/22 for LAA
11. INF David MacKinnon 2021   6/12/22 for LAA
12. INF Michael Stefanic 2021   7/3/22 for LAA
13. OF Ryan Aguilar* 2022   8/26/22 for LAA
14. INF Livan Soto* 2021-22   9/17/22 for LAA
15. C Logan O’Hoppe* 2022   9/28/22 for LAA
16. INF Brendon Davis 2021   10/1/22 for DET
17. INF Zach Neto* 2022-23   4/15/23 for LAA
18. RHP Sam Bachman* 2022-23   5/26/23 for LAA
19. RHP Ben Joyce* 2022-23   5/29/23 for LAA
20. RHP José Soriano* 2023   6/6/23 for LAA
21. LHP Kolton Ingram 2021-23   6/17/23 for LAA
22. RHP Victor Mederos* 2023   6/30/23 for LAA
23. 1B/OF Trey Cabbage 2022   7/14/23 for LAA
24. OF Jordyn Adams 2022   8/2/23 for LAA
25. INF Nolan Schanuel* 2023   8/18/23 for LAA
26. Kyren Paris* 2022-23   9/1/23 for LAA
27. Davis Daniel 2021   9/7/23 for LAA
28. Kelvin Caceres 2023   9/27/23 for LAA
29. Zac Kristofak 2023   4/28/2024 for LAA
30. Jack Kochanowicz 2023-24   7/11/24 for LAA
31. Ky Bush 2022-23   8/5/24 for CHW
32. Samuel Aldegheri 2024   8/30/24 for LAA
33. Caden Dana 2024   9/1/24 for LAA
34. Bryce Teodosio 2022-23   9/7/24 for LAA
35. Eric Wagaman 2024   9/10/24 for LAA
36. Gustavo Campero 2024   9/15/24 for LAA
37. Michael Darrell-Hicks 2023-24   4/11/25 for LAA
38. Edgar Quero 2023   4/17/25 for CHW
39. José Fermin 2025   4/26/25 for LAA
40. Alan Rangel 2024   6/6/25 for PHI
41. Christian Moore 2024-25   6/13/25 for LAA
42. Robinson Piña 2021, 23   6/20/25 for MIA
43. Chad Stevens 2024   7/3/25 for LAA
44. Jeremiah Jackson 2022-23   8/1/25 for BAL
45. Mitch Farris 2025   9/2/25 for LAA
46. Denzer Guzman 2024-25   9/13/26 for LAA
47. Walbert Urena 2025   3/26/26 for LAA
48. George Klassen 2024-25   4/5/26 for LAA
49 Coleman Crow 2022-23   4/17/26 for MIL

*Promoted straight from Rocket City to the Majors

2 0 2 6  G A M E  I N F O R M AT I O N

WELCOME BACK CAMPERO: C Gustavo Campero had 
a breakout 2024 season in Rocket City—where he was 
named the team's Hitter of the Year and a Southern League 
All-Star after batting .279 with 14 home runs and 29 stolen 
bases—he quickly climbed the ladder to Triple-A and the 
Majors. He made his MLB debut in September 2024, record-
ing his first hit and home run, and went on to appear in 
28 games with the Angels in 2025 while also hitting .322 
in Triple-A. 

HISTORIC OPENING WEEKEND: In front of a Southern 
League-most 14,087 fans at Toyota Field, Rocket City took 
two of three from the Biloxi Shuckers behind 24 runs in 
the three games. 

LAUNCHED TO THE LEAGUE: RHP Coleman Crow became 
the 49th player in franchise history to make their Major 
League debut, doing so during the Milwaukee Brewers' 
game on on April 17 in Miami. Crow joins fellow pitching al-
ums Walbert Urena (3/26 for LAA) and George Klassen
(4/5 for LAA) on making their MLB debuts this season. Orig-
inally selected by the Angels, Crow was acquired by Mil-
waukee in December 2023 after prior stints in the Angels 
and Mets organizations. Crow spent part of the 2022-23 
season with Rocket City, where he ranked among the fran-
chise's career leaders in innings pitched (152), strikeouts 
(159), wins (11), and starts (27). He earned Southern League 
Pitcher of the Week honors three times in 2022 and was 
named Pitcher of the Month in June of that season. Notably, 
Crow threw six hitless innings in a combined no-hitter on 
April 8, 2023, vs. Chattanooga, in a seven-inning game at 
Toyota Field. The infamous game included Rocket City issu-
ing five walks, four hit batters, and committing an error, 
allowing seven runs without surrendering a hit—one of the 
rare instances in professional baseball history of a team 
throwing a no-hitter and losing. RHP George Klassen, 
24, made his Major League debut with the Los Angeles 
Angels on Sunday against Seattle at Angel Stadium, be-
coming the 48th former Trash Panda to reach the Majors, 
and second so far in 2026. A native of West Bend, Indiana, 
Klassen worked 2.2 innings, allowing two runs while strik-
ing out four, and the Angels went on to win the game 8–7 
in 11 innings. Ranked as the Angels' No. 4 prospect by MLB 
Pipeline, Klassen was a key member of Rocket City's 2025 
rotation, earning a Futures Game selection and ranking 
among the franchise leaders in starts during his first full 
Double-A season. Walbert Ureña became the 47th player 
in franchise history to make his Major League debut, doing 
so during the Los Angeles Angels' Opening Day win over the 
Houston Astros on March 26.

BIG LEAGUE EXPERIENCE: C Gustavo Campero (41 
games, LAA), RHP Aneurys Zabala (2 games, MIA), OF 
Matthew Lugo (31 games, LAA), and OF Wade Meckler
(20 games, SF) all carry MLB experience on the roster. 

MAKING THE JUMP FROM LOW-A: INF Harold Coll, INF 
Nick Rodriguez, and OF Raudi Rodriguez are all mak-
ing the jump from Low-A to Double-A, bypassing High-A 
Tri-City alltogether. 

2026 SCHEDULE: The complete 138-game schedule will run 
from April 3 to Sunday, September 13 ... The first half of 
the season will conclude with a six-game series against 
Montgomery at Toyota Field from June 16-21. The regular 
season will wrap up with another six-game series at Chat-
tanooga, scheduled for September 8-13. The final home 
series at Toyota Field will take place from September 1-6 
against Montgomery.

GLOBAL BASEBALL SERIES: The Trash Pandas wrapped 
up their final tune-up before Opening Night with a 6-3 win 
over Japan's Toyota Red Cruisers on April 1 at Toyota Field. 
Tucker Flint led the way offensively, homering twice and 
reaching base four times. The victory capped the three-
game Global Baseball Series in front of a crowd of 4,355. 
The Red Cruisers opened the series with a win over Ala-
bama A&M on Monday, while the Trash Pandas topped UAH 
on Tuesday before Wednesday's finale.

2025 SEASON IN REVIEW: The Trash Pandas, managed by 
Andy Schatzley concluded their fifth season with a 45-
92 record, finishing fourth in the Southern League’s North 
Division, 35.5 games behind the champion Birmingham 
Barons. Rocket City went 24-45 at Toyota Field and 21-47 
on the road, being outscored 637-445 for a -192 run differ-
ential. In the first half, the Trash Pandas posted a 24-44 
record, placing fourth, 15 games back of the Chattanooga 
Lookouts. The team went 13-26 at home and 11-19 on the 
road, ending the half on a nine-game losing streak, in-

cluding a seven-game sweep by Chattanooga, a new club 
record. Rocket City scored 219 runs while allowing 310. The 
second half saw the team finish 21-48, again fourth in the 
division and 22 games behind Birmingham. The Trash Pan-
das went 11-19 at home and 10-29 on the road, scoring 226 
runs while surrendering 327.

NEW COACHING STAFF: Joe Kruzel was named manager 
of the Rocket City Trash Pandas prior to the 2026 season, 
becoming the third manager in franchise history following 
Jay Bell (2021) and Andy Schatzley (2022–25). Kruzel 
enters the role with more than 30 years of coaching expe-
rience at the professional and collegiate levels. The 2026 
season marks his first year managing in the Angels’ system 
after serving four seasons in a developmental leadership 
role. His all-time managerial record is 473-472. Joining 
Kruzel in Madison this season are Daren Brown (Coach), 
Tim Leveque (Pitching Coach), Doug Henry (Assistant 
Pitching Coach), Tony Jaramillo (Hitting Coach), Dylan 
Culwell (Athletic Trainer), Chase Galloway (Assistant 
Athletic Trainer), Matt Gabriel (Strength and Conditioning 
Coach), Tristan Saglime (Game Planning Strategist), and 
Joe Wike (Video Assistant).

ANGELS PROSPECTS: The veteran team has three players 
among the Angels' top 30 prospects, according to MLB 
Pipeline: OF Raudi Rodriguez (No. 15), RHP Joel Hurta-
do (No. 22), and  RHP Austin Gordon (No. 26). 

 Raudi impressed in 2026 Spring Training, batting .350 
with an .835 OPS as a non-roster invitee. Last season, he 
dominated Low-A Inland Empire in 2025, hitting .281 with 
49 extra-base hits and an .842 OPS across 125 games, 
earning multiple honors in 2025, including five Player 
of the Week awards, two Player of the Month selections, 
and the Angels Kenny Myers Memorial LAA Minor League 
Player of the Year. He also starred in the Arizona Fall 
League, batting .433 and earning AFL All-Star and Fall 
Stars Game MVP honors.

 Hurtado pitched the majority of 2025 with Rocket City, 
going 5-6 with a 2.70 ERA (86.2 IP - 26 ER) and 56 strike-
outs in 18 games (all starts). He led the staff in the first 
two months, recording five quality starts and 54.2 innings 
pitched. Before being shut down for load management 
in June, he ranked among the league leaders in starts, 
innings pitched, wins, ERA, WHIP, and groundouts.

 In Gordon's first pro season in 2025 with Tri-City, he was 
4-5 with a 5.44 ERA over 84.1 innings pitched, 27 walks, 
and 95 strikeouts. 

NEW TO THE ANGELS ORGANIZATION: Elijah Dunham
(NYY), Jose Gonzalez (TEX), Eybersson Polanco (Rule 
5, BOS), Aneurys Zabala (Japan), and JJ D'Orozio (ARI) 
are all making their Angels organizational debut this 
weekend. Nick Rodriguez becomes the first 2025 draft 
selection to reach the Double-A level. 

SPORTS CENTER? MORE LIKE PANDA CENTER: The 
Trash Pandas grabbed national attention in 2025 with 
four highlights on ESPN’s SportsCenter Top 10 and one on 
the “Not Top 10,” putting Rocket City in front of millions 
of viewers. Joe Redfield’s leaping catch over the berm 
railing at Toyota Field landed at No. 6 on May 15, while 
intern Cason Clarke’s tarp slip and barrel roll five days 
later earned a Not Top 10 nod. The team closed the season 
with three more Top 10 plays in the second-to-last week: 
Mac McCroskey’s sliding stop at No. 8 on August 31, and 
Ben Gobbel earning back-to-back spots with a barehand-
ed play (No. 9, Sept. 2) and diving snag (No. 7, Sept. 5). In 
total, Rocket City delivered four Top 10 moments—and 
one unforgettable blooper—that reached ESPN’s massive 
national audience. 

BUILDING THE BRAND: From January through August 2025, 
the Trash Pandas generated 41.3 million social media 
impressions—an average of 5.2 million per month—rank-
ing second among all Double-A clubs and ninth across 
Minor League Baseball. The team’s combined audience on 
Facebook, Instagram, Tik Tok, and X grew by 10% this year 
to 356,000 followers. Since debuting in 2021, the Trash 
Pandas have surpassed 200 million total impressions, 
establishing themselves as one of the most consistently 
engaging brands in MiLB. In addition, The Trash Pandas 
hit the West Coast in 2025 with four games (July 31 
vs. Birmingham, August 14 vs. Knoxville, August 28 vs. 
Columbus, and September 10 vs. Chattanooga) televised 
and streamed live on FanDuel Sports Network West during 
the second half of the 2025 season. 
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