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John Adams............................................................................................................President
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doug davis - minor league managerial record
YEAR	 TEAM	 LEAGUE	 RECORD	 FINISH	 ORGANIZATION	 PLAYOFFS	     	
1996	 Pittsfield Mets	 New York-Penn League	 46-29	 2nd McNamara Div.	 New York (NL)	 Lost in 1st round
1997	 Pittsfield Mets	 New York-Penn League	 42-32	 1st McNamara Div.	 New York (NL)	 League Champions
1998	 Capital City Bombers	 South Atlantic League	 90-51	 1st Central Div.	 New York (NL)	 League Champions
1999	 Binghamton Mets	 Eastern League	 54-88	 6th Northern Div.	 New York (NL)
2000	 Binghamton Mets	 Eastern League	 82-58	 1st Northern Div.	 New York (NL)	 Lost in 1st round
2006	 New Hampshire Fisher Cats	 Eastern League	 68-73	 4th Northern Div.	 Toronto
2007	 Syracuse Chiefs	 International League	 64-80	 5th IL North	 Toronto
2008	 Syracuse Chiefs	 International League	 69-73	 4th IL North	 Toronto			 
MiLB CAREER (8 Years)		  515-484 (.515)

It was announced January 27, 2020, that Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania native and 
Central Columbia High School graduate Doug Davis will manage the RailRiders 
for the 2021 season. He is the 13th manager in SWB franchise history, and just 
the fifth in Yankees-era history (2007-Present). He joins Dave Miley (2007-15), 
Al Pedrique (16-17), Bobby Mitchell (2018) and Jay Bell (2019) as SWB skippers 
to serve under the Yankees affiliation.

Davis enjoyed an 11-year professional career, which 
included spending parts of two years in Major League 
Baseball. He spent three seasons coaching with the 
RailRiders under three different managers, serving 
as the Defensive Coach in 2017 under Pedrique, the 
Bullpen Coach in 2018 under Mitchell and the Bench 
Coach in 2019 under Bell. 
 
Davis, 58, has been in coaching since 1995, serving 
as a minor league manager for eight seasons. As a 
manager, he owns a career 515-484 record including 
championships with Pittsfield in the NY-Penn League 
in 1997 and Capital City (Columbia, SC)  in the South 
Atlantic League in 1998. From 2007-2016 he was on staff 
in the Toronto Blue Jays system and before that he spent 
two seasons in the big leagues as the Florida Marlins 
bench coach from 2003-04, winning the World Series 
against the Yankees in 2003 with former SWB Pitching 
Coach Tommy Phelps on the roster.

In between coaching stints, Davis served as the Minor 
League Field Coordinator for the Montreal Expos 
(2001), Florida Marlins (2002, 2005), and Toronto Blue 
Jays (2009-2016).

Selected in the ninth round of the 1984 MLB Draft out of 
NC State, the former catcher played professionally for 11 seasons between 1984 and 1994 in the minor league systems of 
California, Kansas City and Texas. He made it to the big leagues on two separate occasions, scoring one run in six games 
with the Angels in 1988 and he collected a hit in his only MLB at-bat with the Rangers in 1992.

MANAGER

DOUG DAVIS
BORN: SEPTEMBER 24, 1962
RESIDES: BLOOMSBURG, PA
YEARS WITH NYY: 4

DID YOU KNOW?: DAVIS’ FIRST MANAGER IN 
THE MINOR LEAGUES WAS HAZLETON, PA 
NATIVE JOE MADDON, WHO EVENTUALLY 
LED THE CHICAGO CUBS TO THE 2016 WORLD 
SERIES.
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Born: July 20, 1981			   Resides: Tampa, FL

Glant enters his second year within the Yankees system, having been tabbed as the 
Pitching Coach for Staten Island last year prior to the season’s cancelation. He was 
originally selected by Arizona in the seventh round of the 2003 First-Year Player Draft 
and pitched in 264 games over six seasons in the Diamondbacks organization, reaching 
Triple-A in his final two campaigns. 

DUSTIN GLANT- PITCHING COACH

Born: January 27, 1990		  Resides: Wesley Chapel, FL

Dykes joined the Yankees organization last year after spending 2019 with Indiana 
University as their hitting coach. Prior to his time with Indiana, Dykes was the hitting 
coach and recruiting coordinator at Virginia Military Institute (2015-18) and spent two 
seasons as an assistant at his alma mater, Western Kentucky University (2013-14).

CASEY DYKES- HITTING COACH

Born: March 18, 1979			  Resides: La Vega, Dominican Republic

Cosme enters his 10th season in the Yankees organization and his first with the 
RailRiders. He was scheduled to serve as a defensive coach for the Yankees’ former 
Double-A Trenton affiliate before the 2020 season was cancelled due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

CAONABO COSME- COACH

Born: July 25, 1980			   Resides: Panama City, Panama

Dominguez begins his first season with Scranton/Wilkes-Barre and his 14th in the Yankees 
organization in 2020. He spent the last two seasons as the defensive coach for Double-A 
Trenton, and served in the same role for A-Advanced Tampa in 2017. Dominguez was 
signed by the Yankees as a non-drafted free agent in 2001.

RAUL DOMINIGUEZ- COACH

DARREN LONDON
ATHLETIC TRAINER

LARRY ADEGOKE
STRENGTH & CONDITIONING
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Wash your mitts.
Help slow the spread by washing for  
20 seconds and wearing your mask.

Exclusive Health Insurance  
Provider of the Scranton/ 
Wilkes-Barre RailRiders.

04/21 Z MX582194
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2020 TOTALS
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1- ANDREW VELAZQUEZ    INF
Height: 5-8	 Weight: 170	 Bats: Switch	 Throws: Right
Born: July 14, 1994 in Bronx, NY
Acquired: Signed as a Minor League Free Agent on December 23, 2020

Height: 6-0	 Weight: 180	 Bats: Right	 Throws: Right
Born: November 1, 1994 in West Monroe, LA
Acquired: Selected in the 23rd round of the 2016 Draft from Louisiana Tech University

2- BRADEN BRISTO    RHP

2020 TOTALS
ERA G GS SVW-L IP H R ER HR BB SO WP OPP AVG

Did Not Play

2020 TOTALS
G AB R HAVG 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO SB CS EOBP

3- ARMANDO ALVAREZ    INF
Height: 6-1 	 Weight: 205	 Bats: Right	 Throws: Right
Born: July 14, 1994 in Miami, FL
Acquired: Selected in the 17th round of the 2016 Draft from Eastern Kentucky University

Did Not Play

2020 TOTALS
G AB R HAVG 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO SB CS EOBP

5- TREY AMBURGEY    OF
Height: 6-2 	 Weight: 210	 Bats: Right	 Throws: Right
Born: October 10, 1994 in Lake Worth, FL
Acquired: Selected in the 13th round of the 2015 Draft from St. Petersburg College (FL)

Did Not Play

2020 TOTALS
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1

AB
3

R
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0

AVG
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0

3B
0

HR
0

RBI
0

BB
0

SO
0

SB
0

CS
0

E
0

OBP
.000

4- ROB BRANTLY    C
Height: 6-0 	 Weight: 191	 Bats: Left		 Throws: Right
Born: July 14, 1989 in San Diego, CA
Acquired: Signed as a Minor League Free Agent on December 20, 2020
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2020 TOTALS
G AB R HAVG 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO SB CS EOBP

7- SOCRATES BRITO    OF
Height: 6-2 	 Weight: 205	 Bats: Left		 Throws: Left
Born: September 6, 1992 in Azua, Dominican Republic
Acquired: Signed as a Minor League Free Agent on December 31, 2020

Did Not Play

2020 TOTALS
G AB R HAVG 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO SB CS EOBP

8- KYLE HOLDER    INF
Height: 6-1 	 Weight: 204	 Bats: Left		 Throws: Right
Born: May 25, 1994 in San Diego, CA
Acquired: Selected in the 1st round of the 2015 Draft from University of San Diego

Did Not Play

2020 TOTALS
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0

E
0

OBP
.281

9- GREG ALLEN    OF
Height: 6-0 	 Weight: 185	 Bats: Switch	 Throws: Right
Born: March 15, 1993 in San Diego, CA
Acquired: Trade with the San Diego Padres on January 6, 2021

Height: 5-11	 Weight: 185	 Bats: Left		 Throws: Left
Born: April 26, 1994 in Redmond, VA
Acquired: Selected in the 10th round of the 2016 Draft from University of Illinois at Chicago

10- TREVOR LANE    LHP

2020 TOTALS
ERA G GS SVW-L IP H R ER HR BB SO WP OPP AVG

Did Not Play

Height: 5-9 	 Weight: 163	 Bats: Right	 Throws: Right
Born: May 19, 1999 in Bonao, Dominican Republic 
Acquired: Signed as a Non-Drafted Free Agent on July 2, 2015

6- DEIVI GARCÍA     RHP

2020 TOTALS
ERA
4.98

G
6

GS
6

SV
0

W-L
3-2

IP
34.1

H
35

R
20

ER
19

HR
6

BB
6

SO
33
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0

OPP AVG
.254
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2020 TOTALS
G AB R HAVG 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO SB CS EOBP

18- MAX MCDOWELL    C
Height: 6-1 	 Weight: 208	 Bats: Right	 Throws: Right
Born: January 12, 1994 in Pittsburgh, PA
Acquired: Signed as a Minor League Free Agent on June 28, 2020

Did Not Play

2020 TOTALS
G AB R HAVG 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO SB CS EOBP

21- RYAN LAMARRE    OF
Height: 6-1 	 Weight: 215	 Bats: Right	 Throws: Left
Born: November 21, 1988 in Royal Oak, MI
Acquired: Signed as a Minor League Free Agent on December 12, 2020

Did Not Play

2020 TOTALS
G AB R HAVG 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO SB CS EOBP

16- BRANDON WAGNER    INF
Height: 6-0 	 Weight: 210	 Bats: Left		 Throws: Right
Born: August 24, 1995 in Princeton, NJ
Acquired: Selected in the 6th round of the 2015 Draft from Howard College (TX)

Did Not Play

2020 TOTALS
G AB R HAVG 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO SB CS EOBP

20- KELLIN DEGLAN    C
Height: 6-2 	 Weight: 205	 Bats: Left		 Throws: Right
Born: May 3, 1992 in Langley, British Columbia, Canada
Acquired: Signed as a Minor League Free Agent on December 12, 2016

Did Not Play

Height: 6-3 	 Weight: 190	 Bats: Right	 Throws: Right
Born: February 3, 1994 in Scottsdale, AZ
Acquired: Selected in the 6th round of the 2016 Draft from USC

19- BROOKS KRISKE     RHP

2020 TOTALS
ERA
14.73

G
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.200
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Height: 6-3	 Weight: 190	 Bats: Right	 Throws: Right
Born: June 21, 1994 in Milwaukee, WI
Acquired: Selected in the 39th round of the 2016 Draft from University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee

25- BRIAN KELLER    RHP

2020 TOTALS
ERA G GS SVW-L IP H R ER HR BB SO WP OPP AVG

Did Not Play

Height: 6-4 	 Weight: 235	 Bats: Right	 Throws: Right
Born: December 21, 1988 in Pensacola, FL
Acquired: Signed as a Minor League Free Agent on January 19, 2021

29- ASHER WOJCIECHOWSKI     RHP

2020 TOTALS
ERA
6.81

G
10

GS
7

SV
0

W-L
1-3

IP
37.0

H
45

R
29

ER
28

HR
11

BB
15

SO
31

WP
2

OPP AVG
.308

Height: 6-1	 Weight: 225	 Bats: Right	 Throws: Right
Born: August 25, 1987 in Birmingham, AL
Acquired: Signed as a Minor League Free Agent on December 18, 2019

22- ADAM WARREN    RHP

2020 TOTALS
ERA G GS SVW-L IP H R ER HR BB SO WP OPP AVG

Did Not Play

Height: 6-2	 Weight: 185	 Bats: Right	 Throws: Right
Born: June 3, 1998 in Birmingham, AL
Acquired: Trade with the Minnesota Twins on March 16, 2018

24- LUIS GIL   RHP

2020 TOTALS
ERA G GS SVW-L IP H R ER HR BB SO WP OPP AVG

Did Not Play

2020 TOTALS
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H
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0

E
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.333

31- ESTEVAN FLORIAL    OF
Height: 6-1	 Weight: 195	 Bats: Left		 Throws: Right
Born: November 25, 1997 in Barahona, Dominican Republic
Acquired: Signed as a Non-Drafted Free Agent on March 19, 2015
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Hard work and a family atmosphere are staples of Minor League 
Baseball, which is the same you'll receive from this family-owned, Top 

100 Insurance Broker. From business to personal insurance, we represent 
the top carriers to find the right solution for your specific needs. 

New York  |  New Jersey  |  Connecticut

4 Manhattanville Road, Suite 107, Purchase, NY

PROUD TO PROTECT THE RAILRIDERS

 go.lawleyinsurance.com/railriders 

Protecting Your Home & Theirs

INSURANCE  |  EMPLOYEE BENEFITS



TRIPLE-A AFFILIATE OF THE NEW YORK YANKEES2021 RAILRIDERS ROSTER

18 19



TRIPLE-A AFFILIATE OF THE NEW YORK YANKEES2021 RAILRIDERS ROSTER

18 19

2020 TOTALS
G AB R HAVG 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO SB CS EOBP

34- CHRIS GITTENS    INF
Height: 6-4 	 Weight: 250	 Bats: Right	 Throws: Right
Born: February 4, 1994 in Sherman, TX
Acquired: Selected in the 12th round of the 2014 Draft from Grayson County College (TX)

Did Not Play

Height: 6-2 	 Weight: 190	 Bats: Right	 Throws: Right
Born: September 26, 1995, in Guayubin, Dominican Republic
Acquired: Trade with the Houston Astros on November 17, 2016

36- ALBERT ABREU     RHP

2020 TOTALS
ERA
20.25

G
2

GS
0

SV
0

W-L
0-1

IP
1.1

H
4

R
4

ER
3

HR
1

BB
2

SO
2

WP
0

OPP AVG
.500

Height: 6-4	 Weight: 225	 Bats: Left		 Throws: Left
Born: October 21, 1994 in Hillsborough, CA
Acquired: Selected in the Triple-A Phase of the 2020 Rule 5 Draft

37- MATT KROOK   LHP

2020 TOTALS
ERA G GS SVW-L IP H R ER HR BB SO WP OPP AVG

Did Not Play

Height: 6-2	 Weight: 215	 Bats: Right	 Throws: Right
Born: February 5, 1995 in Bay Shore, NY
Acquired: Selected in the 18th round of the 2016 Draft from Fordham University

38- GREG WEISSERT    RHP

2020 TOTALS
ERA G GS SVW-L IP H R ER HR BB SO WP OPP AVG

Did Not Play

Height: 6-2 	 Weight: 180	 Bats: Right	 Throws: Right
Born: November 16, 1992 in Duluth, GA
Acquired: Selected in the Triple-A Phase of the 2020 Rule 5 Draft

39- REGGIE MCCLAIN    RHP

2020 TOTALS
ERA
5.06

G
5

GS
0

SV
0

W-L
0-0

IP
5.1

H
9

R
6

ER
3

HR
1

BB
3

SO
2

WP
0

OPP AVG
.360
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Height: 6-2	 Weight: 220	 Bats: Right	 Throws: Right
Born: October 18, 1993 in Winchester, VA
Acquired: Selected in the 17th round of the 2015 Draft from Clemson University

54- BRODY KOERNER    RHP

2020 TOTALS
ERA G GS SVW-L IP H R ER HR BB SO WP OPP AVG

Did Not Play

2020 TOTALS
G AB R HAVG 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO SB CS EOBP

41- HOY PARK    INF
Height: 6-1 	 Weight: 175	 Bats: Left		 Throws: Right
Born: April 7, 1996 in Seoul, South Korea
Acquired: Signed as a Non-Drafted Free Agent on July 2, 2014

Did Not Play

Height: 6-5 	 Weight: 255	 Bats: Left		 Throws: Right
Born: October 12, 1992 in Syosset, NY
Acquired: Signed as a Minor League Free Agent on May 19, 2021

50- SAL ROMANO    RHP

2020 TOTALS
ERA
0.00

G
2

GS
0

SV
0

W-L
2-0

IP
1.1

H
0

R
0

ER
0

HR
0

BB
0

SO
0

WP
0

OPP AVG
.000

Height: 6-8	 Weight: 220	 Bats: Right	 Throws: Right
Born: August 15, 1995 in Huntington, NY
Acquired: Signed as a Minor League Free Agent on January 6, 2021

47- STEPHEN RIDINGS    RHP

2020 TOTALS
ERA G GS SVW-L IP H R ER HR BB SO WP OPP AVG

Did Not Play
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Trevor Lane couldn’t have been 
prouder to represent his country 
as a member of the USA Baseball 
roster for the 2021 World Baseball 
Softball Confederation (WBSC) 
Americas Qualification event for 
the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games. 
The same can be said for Kellin 
Deglan and Robinson Chirinos, 
members of Team Canada and 
the Venezuelan national team, 
respectively. 

The trio of RailRiders were 
among the hopefuls who 
competed in the Baseball 
Americas Qualifier, which 
began on May 31 with eight 
teams competing against one 
another in the hopes of earning 
an Olympic bid. The format of 
the tournament allowed the team 
with the best record at the end of 
the qualifier to earn an automatic 
berth to the Summer Olympics in 

Tokyo. The Americas Qualifier opened with three games of pool play. The top two finishers in 
each pool advanced to the Super Round, where they played two more games. The second-place 
and third-place finishers advanced to the Final Qualifier in Mexico, where they had one last 
chance to qualify for the Olympics.

“I was first contacted after Spring Training ended and we began the Alternate Site,” Lane said. 
“I was told I was part of the pool of players that could possibly be selected to make the team. 
I thought that was a really cool opportunity and it motivated me to continue to play hard, 
stay focused and control what I could control. The RailRiders were in Rochester, N.Y. a week 
before the Americas Qualifier began when I got the call that I was on the team. It was a quick 
turnaround, but it was quite the experience.”

The 26-man team from the United States was made up of 14 pitchers and 12 position players 
currently not on an MLB 40-man roster and featured 12 former national team alumni, 14 players 
with Major League experience, four World Series champions, four former MLB All-Stars and 
four MLB Pipeline top-100 prospects in baseball.

“Going into the clubhouse, I knew there was going to be a bunch of guys that I used to watch on 
TV,” Lane said. “I learned a lot from them on and off the field. It was definitely a privilege to be 

REPRESENTING NATIONS: THREE 
RAILRIDERS  HELP THEIR  NATIONAL TEAMS
Robinson Chirinos, Kellin Deglan and Trevor Lane left the RailRiders in May and June to 

represent their countries and help their National Teams try to reach Tokyo Olympics.
By Sadie Keller

Credit: Joe Territo
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on that roster and share the experience with some veterans who’ve had such successful careers. 
I really appreciated playing with all of them. From a position player standpoint, Todd Frazier, 
Jon Jay and Matt Kemp were leaders in the dugout. Edwin Jackson and David Robertson were 
our leaders in the bullpen and as a pitching staff. They motivated us, taught us and inspired us. 
It was definitely special.”

Lane and his U.S. teammates began the Baseball Americas Qualifier with a convincing 7-1 
victory over Nicaragua in Port St. Lucie, Fla. The RailRiders southpaw made his first appearance 
for the stars and stripes in an 8-6 triumph over the Dominican Republic. Lane was credited with 
the victory after throwing 0.2 IP out of the bullpen.

After its third contest against Puerto Rico was washed out by rain, the United States advanced 
to the Super Round as the top finisher in Group A. The Red, White and Blue dominated Canada 
on June 4, 10-1, to open Super Round competition before beating Venezuela on June 5, 4-2. 
This victory over Venezuela punched their ticket to Tokyo.

“It was pretty cool when we qualified for the Olympics,” Lane said. “Before being selected to 
the team, I didn’t know what the process was like and especially this year with Covid-19 made 
things different. It honestly surprised me when I found out the United States hadn’t already 
qualified for the games. We were pretty confident as a team from the very beginning and we all 
knew we were going to win it.”

As for Deglan and Team Canada, there was nothing more they could have asked for to open 
the qualifier. Former big-
leaguer Andrew Albers and 
two relievers combined to 
no-hit Colombia as Canada 
opened up its Baseball 
Americas Olympic Qualifier 
with a 7-0 victory. Deglan 
was behind the dish for the 
entirety of the no-hitter, 
stealing a couple of extra 
strikes with framing and 
doing the pitch-calling for 
his hurlers.

“It was a great game to be 
behind the plate, that’s for 
sure,” Deglan said. “We 
had Andrew Albers pitching 
who is in Triple-A with the 
Minnesota Twins and he 
pitched seven scoreless. 
He was just dominating 
these guys and was hitting 
the corners. He is fastball 
dominant, but we used his 
off-speed the second and 
third time through the order a 
little more. He was just in total control.”

While the focus of the game was the commanding start from Albers to set up the no-hitter, the 
pitcher had high praise for his catcher.

Credit: Todd Hiller
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“Deglan did a great job behind the plate,” Albers told Baseball America. “He called a great 
game and did a really good job framing some tight pitches, so we got some calls that way. I was 
able to pound the outer half of the zone and miss some contact early, and that really helped open 
up the lineup a little bit the second time through, and we switched sides of the plate. The fastball 
command was really good, and we worked off that.”

Team Canada proceeded to defeat Cuba, a country that has long been a powerhouse in baseball. 
Canada opened the scoring with a three-run first inning and never trailed in the matchup, but 
a late comeback from Cuba—plating two runs each in the seventh and ninth frames—made 
things interesting before the Canadian team shut the door and eliminated Cuba.

“It was really cool to beat Cuba,” Deglan said. “It was a night game in St. Lucie and they 
definitely had a home crowd with the number of Cuban-American fans in the stadium. They 
were loud and supportive of Cuba, making it a great environment. We scored right away in the 
first, which took the crowd out of it a bit, but it was amazing.” 

The efforts of Team Canada’s run fell just short in a loss to the Dominican Republic later the 
same week at the Baseball Americas Qualifier. The Canadians dropped three games in the super 
round, falling to the Dominican Republic, United States and Venezuela, and failed to qualify 
for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. 

“It meant a lot to be on the Canadian roster,” Deglan said. “Anytime you get the opportunity to 
represent your country you are 
playing for so much more than 
yourself and your teammates. 
Everyone back home is 
watching closely and we 
want to do well, to make our 
countrymen proud. It brings 
a different type of butterflies 
pregame.” 

Chirinos and the Venezuelan 
national team opened play and 
defeated Cuba by a final of 
6-5 with Chirinos providing a 
solo home run. In its second 
match-up of the tournament, 
Venezuela had a walk-off 3-2 
win over Columbia. Chirinos 
went 1-for-3 with a single and 
a walk.  

“The atmosphere was really 
different,” Robinson said. 
“The first game we played 
was against Cuba and that 

stadium was packed. The 
fans were loud and it was so 

unbelievable. It brings your focus and concentration to another level. To play against Cuba 
and beat them the first day, it just set the tone for the rest of the tournament. There are so many 
people from Cuba in Florida, so that game was especially packed and they were loud the whole 
game. It was really fun.”

Credit: Todd Hiller Credit: Todd Hiller
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Matching up with Canada in its next game, Venezuela continued to show its offensive and 
defensive prowess in a 5-0 victory. The team allowed just one hit and worked around four 
walks to keep the Canadians off the board, while its offense helped Venezuela to a perfect 3-0 
record in group play. Chirinos couldn’t have been happier about the team’s success and for the 
opportunity to play an important role for his country.

“If for some reason I wasn’t in the MLB, I knew I wanted to play for this team,” Chirinos 
said. “As a baseball player and a guy from Venezuela, you really don’t dream about being in 
the Olympics. You sign as a professional player and the only goal you have in your mind is to 
become a big league player. The work you put in everyday, that is the dream you have when you 
are a little kid. This is the Olympics, we are talking about the best players in the world who have 
been working their whole lives to get to this point and I am getting this opportunity.”  

Things took a turn for the worse for Venezuela as the Super Round began. After being pounded 
by the Dominican Republic in a 14-4 loss, Venezuela also fell to the United States and lost the 
opportunity to qualify out of the tournament.

The Venezuelan national team, who finished third place in the Americas Qualifier, had one more 
chance to qualify for the Olympics by participating in the Final Qualifier in Puebla, Mexico 
from June 22-26 along with Australia, the Dominican Republic and the Netherlands. 

Venezuela, which has never made the Olympics, advanced to the final qualifier game in Puebla 
after beating the Netherlands 10-0 on Friday in a game that ended two innings early by the 
mercy rule. Chirinos supplied a three-run home run to the offensive showing. However, the 
Dominican Republic defeated Venezuela 8-5 in the next contest to earn the sixth and final spot 
in the baseball tournament at the Tokyo Olympics next month.

“I was not expecting to be on this team, but when we were in Florida I started to dream about 
making it to Tokyo,” said Chirinos. “It was mind blowing when I realized how big it would 
be if we made it to the Olympics. We did everything on the field and off the field to have a 
chance and we did. We had a chance in the last game and we were so close to making it to the 
Olympics. It is amazing how when you play for your country, how fast the team comes together. 
You put your pride to the side and give everything you have to your team and country. It was 
really cool.”

With all rounds of the qualifier concluded, Team USA will move on towards Tokyo. The Olympic 
baseball tournament will begin on Tuesday, July 27 at Fukushima Azuma Baseball Stadium and 
Yokohama Baseball Stadium. The U.S. joins the Dominican Republic, Israel, Japan, Korea and 
Mexico in the six-team field. While the U.S. Olympic baseball roster was announced without 
Lane making it past the final cut, perhaps most important was the opportunity to represent his 
country and proudly wear the United States jersey.

“It was definitely a privilege and it was special to represent the United States,” Lane said. “I 
never thought I’d be here as a kid, so it shows what hard work and dedication can accomplish. 
It was surreal to play for my country and wear the United States of America jersey. All I wanted 
to do was make my country proud.”

(Author’s Note: Robinson Chirinos opted out on July 3 and the New York Yankees released him 
from his Minor League contract.)
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Available at the ballpark and in your
 grocery store’s produce department.hamptonfarms.com
Available at the ballpark and in your
 grocery store’s produce department.hamptonfarms.com

It’s just not baseball 
without in-shell peanuts. 

It’s just not baseball 
without in-shell peanuts. 

GETS YOU IN THE GAME
IN THE SHELL 
GETS YOU IN THE GAME
IN THE SHELL 

Nothing compares to the smell of a hot dog and hearing 
the crack of a baseball bat. And when it  
comes to food, whether hot dogs or  
sandwiches, no one compares to  
Price Chopper/Market 32  
for the freshest foods  
and weekly specials,  
and Sara Lee Bread  
for goodness  
baked right in.

We’re not just in your neighborhood, we’re your neighbor.
www.bimbobakeriesusa.comwww.pricechopper.com www.market32.com
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Being traded for the first time is never 
easy. While moving from one team to the 
next is an inevitable part of baseball for 
all but a select few, there is still a wave of 
emotions that accompanies the moment. 

On August 31, 2020, RailRiders outfielder 
Greg Allen experienced that for the 
first time. The Cleveland Indians – the 
organization that drafted him in 2014 – 
traded him along with Mike Clevinger 
and a player to be named later to the San 
Diego Padres for six players.

“It was definitely a blessing. At the time 
being traded was a little bit of a whirlwind 
of emotions and events. Things were 
moving pretty fast,” said Allen, who 
grew up in San Diego. “But once the 
dust settled I was in San Diego and got 
to be home … live at home for the time 
that I was there. It was everything I could 
have imagined. You grow up being from 
San Diego having a chance to watch the 
Padres come up, just to be able to don that 
uniform and be on the field, to be able to 
call me a Padre there for a little bit was 
awesome.”

Allen grew up a big Padres fan and was five years old when they reached the World Series 
in 1998, falling in four games to the juggernaut Yankees. Like many kids across Southern 
California, he idolized Padres right fielder Tony Gwynn – the Hall of Famer who earned the 
nickname “Mr. Padre” by spending his entire 20-year career in San Diego.

After retiring from baseball following the 2001 season, Gwynn began working as a volunteer 
assistant coach at San Diego State University, and took over as the program’s head coach in 
2003. Nine years later, Allen stepped onto campus to play baseball for his boyhood idol.

“There’s definitely a star-struck factor,” said Allen of playing for Gwynn. “I think for me, that 
was one of the biggest selling points, just having a chance to stay in my backyard and come and 
play for a program whose head coach is a guy like that. It was everything I could have imagined 
to be.”

Allen immediately thrived under Gwynn, taking over a regular spot in the lineup and batting 

FRIAR FAITHFUL: GWYNN’S 
INFLUENCE FELT BY ALLEN

Greg Allen was traded by Cleveland to his hometown San Diego Padres last summer, 
allowing him to return to the area where his legendary college coach made a lasting impact.

By Joe Vasile
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.306 as a freshman. He followed that up with a .299 performance as a sophomore in 2013, while 
stealing 25 bases. Allen was a key catalyst on that 2013 Aztecs team which won the Mountain 
West Conference tournament to earn an NCAA Regional bid.

But his time at San Diego State also aligned with trying times in Gwynn’s life. Mr. Padre was 
diagnosed with salivary gland cancer in 2010, and had to take time off for treatments in the 
ensuing years. Allen’s junior season at SDSU in 2014 was the program’s best under Gwynn – a 
42-21 record and a second straight NCAA Regional appearance – but it was also his last. He 
passed away on June 16, 10 days after Allen was drafted.

“He was one of the most stand-up, 
classy people I have had a chance 
to be around, both on and off the 
field,” Allen says of Gwynn. “The 
way he went about his business, 
the way he cared for his players 
and everything else. You could 
tell that he truly cared for us. That 
meant a lot to the guys.”

While Allen first and foremost 
remembers the lessons taught by 
Gwynn off the field, the baseball 
lessons sunk in, too. Watching him 
play is like watching a highlight 
reel of Gwynn from the early days 
of his career in the 1980s – good 
speed and a simple approach.

“He would repeat three things 
to us: Get in position, see the 
baseball and swing the knob [of 
the bat],” Allen said of Gwynn’s 
hitting advice. “As far as a hitting 
approach goes, it might be tough 
for people to grasp that he would 
make that concept of hitting so 
simple for his guys.

“He really focused on slowing the 
game down. And that was a message he preached to us as freshmen in college. It was something 
that he felt was important at any competitive level, whether you’re a freshman, junior, sophomore 
or you’re playing at the highest stage in baseball, he really focused on slowing the game down, 
staying within yourself and not making things harder than what it already is.”

Gwynn’s lessons both on and off the field have made Allen a popular and successful player on 
the field with fans and in the clubhouse with his teammates.

There is a saying that you should never meet your heroes, but it’s safe to say that Allen disagrees 
with that: “I’m very, very grateful for the time I had to be able to spend there and play under 
him.”

Photo Credits: Todd Hiller
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ALUMNI UPDATE: CHECKING IN 
ON A FEW 2019 RAILRIDERS

Scranton/Wilkes-Barre’s 2019 club won the last-ever International North crown, but several 
key members of the roster have moved on.

by Adam Marco & Joe Vasile
As we wind our way through the 2021 season, let’s take a look at where some former 
RailRiders’ staff and players from the 2019 playoff team landed and how they are doing. The 
stats and records listed below were current as of 7/02/21.

Jay Bell
 In 2019, Jay Bell managed the RailRiders to a 76-65 record during the regular season, 
ultimately winning the International League North Division title on September 3. Bell had 
worked his way up through the Yankees organization, reaching the postseason with each club 
he skippered. 

In 2020, Bell moved on to the Los Angeles Angels organization and was given the reins of 
their new Double-A club in Madison, Alabama. This season, the Rocket City Trash Pandas are 
25-24, two and a half games out of first in Double-A Southeast’s North Division.
 
Tommy Phelps
Tommy Phelps was slated to be the RailRiders Pitching Coach in 2020, which would have 
marked his fifth straight season in that role. He spent 11 seasons in total within the Yankees 
organization, having coached in Trenton and Tampa before joining Scranton/Wilkes-Barre. 
His staffs in SWB routinely led the International League in ERA or strikeouts year after year.

During the off-season, Phelps was hired by the Miami Marlins. He currently serves as the 
organization’s Assistant Pitching Coordinator.
 
Phil Plantier
Phil Plantier spent two seasons as the RailRiders Hitting Coach under managers Bobby 
Mitchell (2018) and Jay Bell (2019). In 2018, the club was among the International League’s 
top offensive clubs in several major categories. In 2019, the RailRiders set a franchise record 
for home runs in a season under his tutelage.

In late 2020, Plantier left the Yankees organization and was hired by the Miami Marlins. He 
is currently serving as the hitting coach for the Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp, the Marlins new 
Triple-A affiliate. Plantier works alongside former RailRiders Manager Al Pedrique, who was 
also hired by Miami before the 2021 season.
 
Rex Brothers
The Yankees signed Rex Brothers to a Minor League free agent deal for the 2019 season and 
assigned him to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre. The left-hander appeared in 34 games out of the 
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RailRiders bullpen, posting an 0-3 record with a 4.93 ERA. He struck out 81 and walked 36 
betters over 45.2 innings pitched.

Before the 2020 season, Brothers signed with the Chicago Cubs and began the year at their 
alternate site. He went on to make three appearances for the Cubs last summer. This season, 
he is a mainstay in their bullpen, having worked 31 games with a 3.45 ERA over 28.2 innings 
pitched with 49 strikeouts and 16 walks.
 
Daniel Camarena
Daniel Camarena was drafted by the Yankees in 2011 and made his Scranton/Wilkes-Barre 
debut in 2016. He made 34 appearances for the RailRiders over a four-year stretch, including 
31 starts. He was selected to the Yankees Active roster in July of 2019, but did not pitch and 
ultimately missed the final two months of the season with an injury.

The southpaw spent 2020 at the San Diego Padres alternate site and began 2021 with the 
El Paso Chihuahuas. In 10 games for El Paso this year, he is 3-2 with a 3.74 Earned Run 
Average. On June 19, Camarena made his Major League debut for San Diego.
 
Cale Coshow
After Cale Coshow’s 2019 season ended prematurely owing to an elbow injury which 
required Tommy John surgery, he is back in baseball for the 2021 season. 

On May 4, he announced on Twitter that he had signed a contract with the Detroit Tigers 
organization after nearly two years out of the game. In 14 appearances through the end of 
June, Coshow is 2-1 with a 4.32 ERA, and has struck out 25 batters in 25.0 innings. He also 
has racked up two saves.

J.P. Feyereisen
The team-leader in wins in 2019, J.P. Feyereisen made his MLB debut with the Milwaukee 
Brewers on July 24, 2020, allowing a run in 1.0 inning against the Chicago Cubs. He began 
2021 with Milwaukee, but was traded to Tampa Bay on May 21 along with pitcher Drew 
Rasmussen for shortstop Willy Adames and pitcher Trevor Richards. Overall, the righty is 4-3 
with a 2.00 ERA in 36 games in the majors this season.

Adam Giardino
A member of the SWB radio booth in the 2018 and 2019 seasons, Adam Giardino has left 
minor league baseball. He broadcasts college sports for numerous schools in New England, 
including at his alma mater, the University of Connecticut. During the 2020 pandemic, 
Giardino founded a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, the Black Play-By-Play Broadcaster 
Grant and Scholarship Fund, helping traditionally underrepresented minorities get their start 
in broadcasting. For more information, visit www.blackpxpfund.com.
 
Gosuke Katoh
In 2019, Gosuke Katoh was a late addition to the initial roster and flourished in his first 
Triple-A season. Over 83 games, Katoh hit .279 with 11 home runs, 39 runs batted in and 42 
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walks. His versatility was crucial for Manager Jay Bell, who used Katoh at all four infield 
spots and a few appearances in left field. Katoh also authored several of the RailRiders key 
walk-off moments.

After spending 2020 at the Miami Marlins alternate site, Katoh signed with his hometown San 
Diego Padres for 2021. In 39 games this season for the Padres Triple-A affiliate in El Paso, he 
is batting .293 with a pair of home runs, five batted in a and a .374 on-base percentage.

Erik Kratz
Another fan-favorite, Erik Kratz spent the final year of his 18-year career with the New York 
Yankees in 2020, batting .321/.367/.393 in 16 games. The 40-year-old gained fame for his 
friendship and relationship with 21-year-old pitcher Deivi Garcia, the largest age gap of any 
Yankees battery since 1906. Kratz has since retired from baseball and is active on Twitter, 
where he can frequently be found lobbying the Yankees to call up RailRiders outfielder Trey 
Amburgey.
 
Ryan McBroom
After being traded to the Kansas City Royals on August 31, 2019, SWB fan favorite Ryan 
McBroom has appeared in 64 big league games with the Royals, batting .265/.320/.426 with 
6 HR and 16 RBIs. McBroom collected his first big league hit in his first at-bat, singling 
to right-center off Detroit’s Daniel Norris. He has spent most of the 2021 season with the 
Triple-A Omaha Storm Chasers where he has been among the Triple-A East leaders in home 
runs all season, hitting 15 through the end of June.

Logan Morrison
Logan Morrison only played 43 games with the RailRiders in 2019, but etched his name into 
the record books with 11 home runs in the month of June. After utilizing an opt-out clause in 
his contract, he latched on with the Phillies, splitting the rest of the year with Philadelphia and 
Triple-A Lehigh Valley. 

LoMo played in nine games in 2020 with Milwaukee and began 2021 with the High Point 
Rockers of the independent Atlantic League, and recently had his contract purchased by 
the Cincinnati Reds. He is currently a member of the Louisville Bats, where he is hitting 
.340/.456/.617 in 14 games. 
 
Breyvic Valera
The Yankees claimed Breyvic Valera off waivers from San Francisco on May 12, 2019, and 
was assigned to the RailRiders. The versatile infielder shined in his time with Scranton/
Wilkes-Barre, batting .315 over 83 games with 13 home runs and 49 runs batted in. He was 
selected by the Yankees in July and appeared in 12 games with New York.

This season, Valera is playing for the Buffalo Bisons in the Toronto Blue Jays organization. 
He is batting .288 for Buffalo over 29 games played. Buffalo is playing its home games in 
Trenton, New Jersey, while the Blue Jays use Sahlen Field as their makeshift home. Trenton, 
of course, was the Yankees Double-A home from 2003-2020.
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RAILRIDERS RADIO NETWORK
The flagship of the RailRiders Radio Network is 
The Mothership; Bold Gold’s oldies station that 
hit the airwaves in 2020 and added a frequency 
to expand the coverage. Scranton/Wilkes-Barre 
games can be heard locally on 1400 AM, 1440 
AM, 93.5 FM, 106.7 FM and 107.9 FM. This 
array of frequencies for The Mothership gives the 
RailRiders coverage across both Lackawanna and 
Luzerne Counties, as well as into Wayne and Pike 
Counties in the Pocono Lake Region.

Bold Gold Media Group’s family of stations has 
been the home of RailRiders radio broadcasts since 
2007.

Scranton/Wilkes-Barre 
RailRiders broadcasts 

are also available online at swbrailriders.com and with the 
video feed on MiLB.tv when the team plays at PNC Field. 
In addition to the over-the-air broadcast, MiLB.tv and the 
webstream, broadcasts will be streamed through Bold Gold’s 
state-of-the-art RadioBOLD Mobile App, available for free in 
the Apple and GooglePlay Marketplace and at RadioBOLD.
com.

Adam Marco and Joe Vasile will serve as the broadcast voices 
of the Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRiders during the 2021 
season.
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NEW ENDINGS: 2021 SEASON 
EXTENDED FOR MILB

Whirlwind season will add 10 games to end of the schedule, extending RailRiders 
baseball into October for the first time in history.

Last week, Minor League Baseball announced that the 2021 season will be extended 
across all full-season levels. Triple-A teams will add two five-game series to the end of 
their current schedules while each of the lower full-season levels will hold a one-week 
postseason.

After the 2020 season was canceled due to the global pandemic and Major League 
Baseball reformed its Minor League structure, hopes were high for baseball in 2021. 
Schedules were announced in early in the season with start dates set for early April. 
The RailRiders season was initially scheduled to start on April 6. 

Ultimately, however, Major League Baseball pushed the Minor League season back four 
weeks due to COVID-19 concerns and to allow for an increase in vaccinations across the 
country, both among its players and the fan bases that attend games at every level.

While the season started late, no major changes were made to the schedule other than 
eliminating the first few weeks of the year. The Minor League All-Star breaks were lost 
in lieu of a few additional July games. At the outset of the campaign, no playoffs were 

By Adam Marco
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scheduled with the hope truly focused on completing a successful 120-game schedule (22 less 
than what was originally planned in Triple-A).

With the rise in vaccine options and vaccinated individuals across the country, protocols 
began to change. Stadium capacities began to rise, masking and distancing procedures have 
been altered and a sense of pre-2020 norms returned in many stadiums. 

With all factors considered, Major League Baseball felt comfortable in announcing the 
changes to the final month of the schedule.

At the Double-A, High-A and Low-A levels, the top two teams in each league will compete 
in a best-of-5 series, beginning Tuesday, Sept. 21. At the time of this writing, the New 
York Yankees affiliates in each full season classification are in first place in their respective 
divisions.

The Triple-A East schedule was originally scheduled to end on Sunday, September 19. Clubs 
across the RailRiders’ league will begin a five-game series on Wednesday, September 22, 
followed by another five-game set beginning on September 29.

Triple-A West, which was slated to end on Tuesday, September 21, will add its two additional 
series starting on September 23 and 29, respectively.

This extends the Triple-A regular season Sunday, October 3, and league champions will be 
crowned based off their overall records.

The RailRiders final home game was scheduled for September 12 against the Rochester Red 
Wings. Once the schedule is updated with new dates and opponents for the additional ten 
games, information will be released regarding season tickets, partial plans and single-game 
ticket sales. Visit swbrailriders.com for the latest team news and information.
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New York Yankees Fanatics Branded  
Bombers Hometown T-Shirt

© 2018 Fanatics, Inc.

Fanatics.com

Fanatics is the world’s largest collection of officially licensed fan gear 
from all the leagues, teams and players you love. We offer the most 

timeless and timely merchandise online, at the stadium and on the go.


