
POSTGAME NOTES 
READING FIGHTIN PHILS (39-45, 9-6) @ SOMERSET PATRIOTS (43-41, 6-9)   

THURSDAY, JULY 9, 2026 
 
 

R H E LOB SERIES 
READING   11 10 2 13 2 
SOMERSET   5 11 2 9 1 

  
 
 
 
 

HOME RUNS (2026 TOTAL / INNING / RUNNERS ON BASE / OUTS / COUNT / PITCHER / SCORE AFTER HR) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOMERSET PATRIOTS NOTES 
• The Somerset Patriots fell to the Reading Fightin Phils 11-5 at TD Bank Ballpark in Bridgewater, NJ on 

Thursday evening. 
o With the loss, Somerset slipped to 7-8 against Reading this season, including a 4-5 record at home.  
o All nine batters for the Patriots recorded a hit in Somerset’s 35th game this season with 10-plus hits. 
o With homers in the eighth and ninth innings, Somerset notched its 36th multi-HR game of the 

season, surpassing the 35 multi-HR games the Patriots registered in 138 regular season games last 
year. Somerset’s 36 multi-HR games are the most since the Patriots notched 40 such games in 2024. 

o Somerset’s 124 homers this season lead Double-A and are tied for sixth in MiLB at the time of the 
game’s conclusion. The Patriots are on pace for 203 homers, the most by Somerset since slamming 
a Double-A record 205 HR in 2022. 

• RHP Chase Hampton (1.2 IP, 2 H, 3 R, 4 BB, 1 K) made his fifth start for Somerset since being activated off 
the 7-day IL on June 12. 

o Hampton struck out Caleb Ricketts on a 75.9 mph curveball in the second inning. 
• RHP Hayden Merda (1.2 IP, 1 H, 1 R, 0 BB, 5 K) matched a season-high with five punchouts for the second 

consecutive outing and fifth time this season. 
o Across his last three outings, Merda has struck out 12 of the 18 batters he’s faced, while allowing 

just one walk and two hits across 5.1 IP in that span. 
• CF Jace Avina (1-for-5, HR, 3 RBI, R) powered his 17th home run of the season to right field in the ninth 

inning. 
o Avina’s career-high 17 homers are tied for third in the Yankees farm system and tied for sixth in the 

Eastern League. 
o Extending his hit streak to three games, Avina has reached base safely in 45 of his last 49 

appearances to raise his OPS from .629 to .887 in that span. He’s tallied 13 homers in that stretch. 
• 2B Connor McGinnis (1-for-5, 2B) extended his hit streak to five games with a double through the right side 

of the infield in the fourth inning. 
o McGinnis has reached safely in 11 of his last 19 plate appearances across his last five games. In that 

span, he’s 9-for-17 with two BB, four 2B and three multi-hit games. 
o Across his last 14 games, McGinnis is batting .370/.420/.543 with 5 RBI, 8 XBH and five multi-hit 

games. 
o Since smashing his first career Double-A home run on June 16 at Portland, McGinnis has pummeled 

nine XBH to raise his OPS from .547 to .737 in 21 games.  
• DH Miguel Palma (1-for-4, HR, RBI, R) belted his sixth homer of the season off Colin Peluse in the eighth 

inning. 
o Across his last four appearances, Palma is 6-for-14 with 2 HR, 7 RBI and 4 R. 

• C Manny Palencia (2-for-4) smacked a two-out single in the seventh inning for his eighth multi-hit game of 
the year. 

o Palencia is 7-for-15 with a 2B, RBI and BB during his four-game hit streak. Across his last nine 
games, Palencia is batting .345 with a .387 OBP. 

 
 
 
 

STARTING TIME: 6:36 p.m. 
GAME-TIME TEMPERATURE: 76 degrees 
WINNING PITCHER: Luke Russo (8-4) 
LOSING PITCHER: Chase Hampton (0-2) 
SAVE: None 
 

TIME OF GAME: 3:18 
ATTENDANCE: 3,952 
PITCH COUNTS (Total Pitches/Strikes): 
Patriots: Chase Hampton (49/25) 
Reading: Luke Russo (94/63) 
 

READING 
Alex Binelas (#19 / 6th / 0 on / 1 out / 2-2 / Merda / REA 10 – SOM 0) 
 
 
 
 
 
	
	
	
 
Spwen 

SOMERSET 
Miguel Palma (#6 / 8th / 0 on / 2 out / 0-0 / Peluse / REA 10 – SOM 2) 
Jace Avina (#17 / 9th / 2 on / 1 out / 0-0 / Harper / REA 11 – SOM 5) 
 
 
	
	
	
 
 
 


