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Owner’s BoxOwner’s Box
STEVEN A. COHEN
OWNER, CHAIRMAN AND CEO
•  Steve Cohen is the chairman and majority owner of the 

New York Mets, Brooklyn Cyclones, Syracuse Mets and St. 
Lucie Mets. He bought the team in 2020 and is working on 
revamping the team’s operations to help turn it into a 
perennial World Series contender with a fi rst-class 
experience for Mets fans.

•  Grew up in Great Neck, New York, where he would take 
the Long Island Railroad to Mets games and sit in the 
upper deck.

• Mr. Cohen is the founder, chairman and chief executive offi  cer of Point72 Asset 
Management, an alternative investment fi rm with more than 1,600 employees around the 
globe. He founded S.A.C. Capital Advisors, the predecessor investment fi rm to Point72, in 
1992. The Firm has built a reputation as an industry-leader in talent development, innovation 
and the use of alternative data analytics.

•  In 2016, Mr. Cohen leveraged his lengthy career in the public markets to found Point72 
Ventures, which focuses on early-stage investments in private companies in fi ntech, artifi cial 
intelligence and machine learning, enterprise technologies and digital healthcare.

•  Mr. Cohen is also an avid philanthropist and has founded and holds active leadership roles 
in several non-profi t organizations.

•  Mr. Cohen and his wife, Alexandra, founded the Steven & Alexandra Cohen Foundation in 
2001. The Foundation is committed to achieving lasting and meaningful change through 
commitments to children’s health, education, veterans, and the arts. He created Cohen 
Veterans Network and Cohen Veterans Bioscience in 2015 to improve the mental 
healthcare, treatment, and quality of life for veterans and their families.

•  He serves on the Board of Trustees at the Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA) in Los 
Angeles, the Emeritus Board of the Robin Hood Foundation, and the Museum of Modern Art 
(MoMA) Board of Trustees.

•  Mr. Cohen received a BS in economics from the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton 
School. He began his investing career at Gruntal & Co. in New York, where he managed 
proprietary capital for 14 years before starting his own investment business.

•  He currently lives with his wife in Greenwich, Connecticut. He has seven children and is an 
avid art collector.
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ALEXANDRA M. COHEN
OWNER & PRESIDENT OF AMAZIN’ METS FOUNDATION
•  Alexandra M. Cohen is the President of the Steven & Alex-

andra Cohen Foundation, the non-profit organization that 
she and her husband Steven cofounded in 2001.

•  She directs strategic initiatives and leads the day-to-day  
operations of the Foundation, which is committed to  
inspiring philanthropy and community service by creating 
awareness, offering guidance and leading by example to 
show the world what giving can do.

•  Over the past two decades, they have given more than 
$958 million in gifts to organizations that improve children’s healthcare and education, 
serve the underserved, support the arts, protect the environment, and further research in 
the areas of Lyme and tickborne disease and Psychedelics therapy. Their giving often re-
flects a personal connection with the causes and communities they support.

•  Mrs. Cohen was born in Harlem, New York and grew up in Washington Heights. After 
studying Communications at New York’s Manhattan College, she worked in the finan-
cial industry until she married Steven Cohen in 1992. Since then, Mrs. Cohen focused on  
raising her family and driving their philanthropic endeavors.

•  Mrs. Cohen is a member of the Honorary Council of the Bob Woodruff Foundation and the 
New York Restoration Project Chairman’s Council

ANDREW B. COHEN
VICE CHAIRMAN
•  Andrew B. Cohen is the Vice Chairman, member of the 

board of directors since 2012, and a minority owner of the 
New York Mets Baseball Club.

•  He is the Chief Investment Officer and Co-Founder of  
Cohen Private Ventures which invests long-term capital,  
primarily in direct private investments and other opportu-
nistic transactions, and manages family office activities, on 
behalf of Steven A. Cohen and his family.

•  Prior to his position with Cohen Private Ventures, he was an 
Analyst and Portfolio Manager at the Firm from 2002 to 2005, investing in public equities

 and debt securities.
•  Began his career at Morgan Stanley where he was an Analyst in the real estate department 

and principal investing group (MSREF) and then an Associate in the mergers and acquisi-
tions group post business school.

•   He is a member of the board of directors of several public and private companies.
•  Received his B.A. from the University of Pennsylvania and his M.B.A. from the Wharton 

School of the University of Pennsylvania.
•  Andrew resides in Manhattan with his wife and two children.

FRED WILPON
CHAIRMAN EMERITUS
•  Served as President and Chief Executive Officer of the Mets 

from 1980-2002 and as Chairman of the Board from 2002 
until 2020.

•  A Brooklyn, NY native who has been closely identified with 
baseball since his days as a youngster.

•  Instrumental in bringing baseball back to Brooklyn, serving 
as the Chairman of the Brooklyn Baseball Company, which 
owned the Brooklyn Cyclones.

•  Co-founder and Chairman of the Board of Sterling Equities, 
Inc., a real estate firm that is involved in the acquisition, development, ownership, operations 
and management of commercial, residential, industrial and retail properties throughout the 
United States.
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Written By:  Keith Raad

Justin Courtney has gone from Maine to 
movie star. The Brooklyn Cyclones re-
liever stepped out of his dream this past 
October to act out someone else’s. 

Thanks to networking and true luck, 
Courtney plays a young Nolan Ryan 
in the new documentary on the Hall 
of Fame pitcher called “Facing Nolan” 
which made a one-day stop in theaters 
across the country on May 24th and will 
be circulated by Utopia – a movie dis-
tribution company – to streaming plat-
forms in the coming weeks and months. 

In one 12-hour period of overnight  
filming in Austin, Texas at the home of 
the Round Rock Express, Courtney twist-
ed and turned, twirled and spun pitch 
after pitch, donning a pair of jerseys that 
Ryan wore during his 27-year big league 
career. Two of those teams, the Cali-
fornia Angels and the New York Mets, 
also happen to be the two teams that 
Courtney has pitched for in his minor 
league career. That luck led Courtney to 
the production company through a man 
named Tom House. 

House, a pitching coach whisperer and 
sometimes referred to as a “throwing 
doctor,” trained Ryan during the late 
years of his career, helping the flame-
thrower pitch into his 40s. House is a 
master of pitching, conditioning, and 

recovery who Courtney also works 
with closely. When The Ranch Produc-
tions called him to ask if he knew of a 
good candidate for the movie shoot, the 
“throwing doctor” also became “casting 
director.”

“Tom texted me and told me about this 
cool opportunity,” Courtney recalled. 
“They were looking for a pitcher to come 
down to Austin for a week and the timing 
was perfect right after the season.”

Off the big righty from Bangor, Maine 
went, traveling down to Texas to go play 
Ryan in a documentary. And the only 
reason he came to mind is because he 
has pitched in the Angels organization in 
2021 and ended up with the Mets.

“The week leading up, the production 
company sent me clips of him and ba-
sically said ‘replicate this,’” Courtney 
said. “I practiced in front of a mirror for 
a week.”

The shoot took place in a 12-hour  
period, standard amongst film shoots, in 
an overnight period so the production 
company could recreate night game 
experiences. Under movie and stadium 
lights, dressed in his vintage best, Court-
ney worked and worked. 

“It was 2 a.m. and I’m thinking, ‘this is so 

Lights. Camera.Lights. Camera.
Courtney!Courtney!
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crazy and cool,’’ Courtney said. “There was so much setup with this crew and they 
were so intense. Every shot was so meticulous.”

All in all, Courtney said he threw more than 150 pitches that night, generating multi-
ple shots from the different angles with different jerseys. It was truly exhausting, es-
pecially since he had not picked up a baseball since the season ended just weeks 
before. 

One of the coolest memories from the shoot, and one of the hardest, which Court-
ney does not even know if it would make it in the film, came when he was throwing 
to a real batter. Courtney was tasked with throwing his hardest to the catcher’s 
glove in the exact spot, mixing both fastballs and change-ups. With a camera posi-
tioned perfectly over the catcher’s shoulder and right behind the glove, Courtney 
had to do his best archer impression at the Olympics and be as precise as humanly 
possible. One wrong move, the glove shifting left, right, above, or below, and the 
shot was lost. At the same time, a real batter had to take a full game-speed swing at 
the pitch and miss, recreating a big moment from Ryan’s career. 

“I must have thrown 20 or so pitches,” Courtney said. “It was so difficult. And even 
when we nailed the shot I had to do it five more times.”
Courtney experienced a one-week trip to Austin for free, a chance at five minutes of 
Hollywood fame, and a lifetime with the best dinner party story. 

But now, at least for the moment, he’s back living out his own dreams
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COACHING STAFFCoaching Staff
LUIS RIVERA
MANAGER
• Is set to manage Brooklyn for the fi rst time in 2022...

Rivera was named a New York-Penn League All-Star as 
a member of the Cyclones during the 2006 season...Will 
become the fi rst former Cyclones player to manage the 
club.

• Served as the bench coach at Syracuse...Was slated to be 
the bench coach with Binghamton in 2020...Served as the 
hitting coach with Columbia in 2019. 

• Spent the 2018 season as bench coach at Binghamton (AA)...Was the manager of 
Kingsport (R) from 2015-2017...Has been with the Mets organization since 2010.

• Spent three seasons as the short-season hitting coordinator (2012-2014)...Also served as 
a hitting coach at Binghamton (AA) in 2014 when the Binghamton squad won the Eastern 
League Championship. 

• Was the hitting coach for the Scottsdale Scorpions in the Arizona Fall League in 2013.
• Served as hitting coach for Kingsport in 2011.
• Split the 2010 season in Savannah (A) and Kingsport, serving as a player/coach in 

Savannah and infi eld coach for Kingsport.
• Was a middle infi elder playing in the minor leagues for the Mets and Chicago Cubs from 

2005-2010, making it as high as Buff alo (AAA) of the International League in 2009.
• Luis, 38, resides in Miami with his wife, Jessica, and their children, Mateo Rivera and 

Alanis.

• Begins his fourth season in the organization and his fi rst 
in Brooklyn...He served as a coach with the Cyclones 
throughout the playoffs during their Championship 
season in 2019.

• Joined the organization in April of 2019 as a hitting coach 
at the Dominican Academy...Served as a hitting coach at 
the Complex League in 2021. 

• Was the hitting and infield coach at Saint Peter’s 
University in Jersey City, NJ...Also coached at the University of Bridgeport in Bridgeport, 
CT and Monroe College in New Rochelle, NY.

• Served as the hitting coach for the Danbury Westerners, a member of the New England 
Collegiate Baseball League.

• Originally selected by the Kansas City Royals in the 23rd round of the 1996 First Year 
Player Draft from Christopher Columbus High in The Bronx, NY.

• Played two years in the minors in the Royals system...Also played in Independent leagues 
including the Northeast League, Texas-Louisiana League, American Association and the 
Canadian-American League. 

• Richie, 44, resides in The Bronx.

RICHIE BENES
HITTING COACH
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• Sager begins his first season with the Mets organization after 
serving as the minor league pitching coordinator with the Detroit 
Tigers for the previous eight seasons.

• The 57-year-old spent 20 seasons with the Detroit Tigers 
organization, including six seasons as the pitching coach with 
Toledo (AAA).

• Pitched professionally for 12 seasons from 1988-1999, logging 
time in the San Diego, Colorado, Detroit and Cincinnati 
organizations. 

• In 123-lifetime major league appearances with the Padres (1994), Rockies (1995) and Tigers (1996-98), 
Sager posted a 12-15 record, with five career saves and a 5.36 ERA. 

• He also served as a color analyst for the University of Toledo football network for eight seasons 
(2000-07).

• Enters his third season with the Mets and his first in Brooklyn. 
• Served as the manager of the Complex League Mets in 2021.
• Previously served as manager of the Birmingham-Bloomfield 

Beavers in the United Shore Professional Baseball League from 
2016-2019. 

• Guided the Beavers to consecutive Championships in 2017 & 
2018...Was named Manager of the Year in 2016, 2017 & 2018.

• Was a scout with Tampa Bay (1999-2005) and with the New York 
Yankees (2006-2016).

• Managed the Kalamazoo Kings of the Frontier League in 2003.
• Played parts of two years in the Independent Big South League, Heartland League and Frontier 

League. 
• Served as Oakland University Associate Head Coach/Recruiting Coordinator (2002-2005).
• Chris resides in Clarkston, MI...He has one daughter, Peyton. 

• Enters his first season with the New York Mets organization.
•  In 2021, served as the player development coach of the Pulaski 

River Turtles of the Appalachian League.
•  Served as the director of quality control for the Fargo-Moorhead 

RedHawks of the American Association...Also served as head of 
player development for the K-Ville Bulldogs in 2019.

•  Played 10 seasons in the minor leagues between the Dodgers, 
White Sox and Cardinals organizations from 2007 - 2016...Played 
internationally and in Independent Ball from 2016-19.

•  Selected by the Dodgers in the 17th round of the 2007 Draft.

Austin Dayton
Head Athletic Trainer

Drew Skrocki
Performance Coach

Rafael Dubois
Mental Skills Coach

Joe Parillo
Athletic Trainer

Gregory Nevins
Video Associate

A.J. SAGER
PITCHING COACH

CHRIS NEWELL
BENCH COACH

CHRIS JACOBS
DEVELOPMENT COACH
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Speeding 
ruins lives. 
Slow down.
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30th Rd-2016 (PR Baseball Academy, Gurabo, 
PR HS)

Donta’ WIlliams

Donta’ Williams

SCAN FOR UP TO DATE
ABERDEEN STATS
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STARTING AT 9:45 PM
FRIDAY, JUNE 24TH TO SEPTEMBER 2ND

@coneyislandfun
coneyislandfunguide.com

Boardwalk btwn W. 10th St and Stillwell Avenue



19@BRAVENBREWINGBRAVENBREWING.COM |



20

GoMotorcoachMake the Smart Move!

1/4 page ad

Your SAFETY

FIRST
Should be the last
Thing on your mind,
Because it is always

On OUrs. 
Travel with us. Travel Safe. 

Safe | Green | Efficient | Affordable | Fun

973-470-9700
www.PanoramaBusTours.com



21

PITCHERS (15 + 1 + 1)
# Name HT WT B-T D.O.B. Hometown Previous Club
33 ACOSTA, Daison 6-3 196 R-R 8/24/98 Paraiso Barahona, DR Brooklyn (2019)
35 BRYANT, Garrison 6-4 226 L-R 12/3/98 Deerfield, NH Brooklyn (2021)
18 CLENNEY, Nolan 6-2 215 L-R 6/16/96 Novi, MI Brooklyn (2021)
36 COURTNEY, Justin 6-5 215 R-R 7/24/96 Bangor, ME FCL Mets (2021)
21 HARDY, Brendan (%) 6-5 205 R-R 12/15/99 Gulfport, MS St. Lucie (2022)
27 HARTWIG, Grant 6-4 240 R-R 12/18/97 Plymouth, MI St. Lucie (2022)
17 LAVENDER, Nathan 6-2 210 L-L 1/20/00 El Paso, IL St. Lucie (2022)
13 MORENO, Luis 6-2 188 R-R 5/29/1999 San Cristobal, DR St. Lucie (2022)  
11 OCAMPO, Carlos (+) 6-0 220 R-R 9/3/98 Cartagena, COL Myrtle Beach (2021)
40 OPP, Cam 5-10 185 L-L 11/4/95 London, England Brooklyn (2021)
19 ROJAS, Oscar 5-11 224 R-R 5/5/99 Uriangato, Guanajuato, MEX Brooklyn (2021)
16 SANTOS, Junior 6-7 188 R-R 8/16/01 Santiago, DR St. Lucie (2021)
34 SANTOS, Reyson 6-0 231 R-R 1/22/99 Bani, DR Brooklyn (2021)
28 SEYMOUR, Carson 6-6 260 R-R 12/16/98 Poway, CA St. Lucie (2022)
46 TAVAREZ, Sammy 6-7 260 R-R 10/20/98 Santo Domingo, DR St. Lucie (2021)
43 VASIL, Mike 6-5 225 L-R 03/19/00 Boston, MA St. Lucie (2022)
29 ZWACK, Nick 6-4 230 L-L 08/01/98 Monticello, MN St. Lucie (2022)

CATCHERS (4)
# Name HT WT B-T D.O.B. Hometown Previous Club
1 GADDIS, Nic 5-10 197 R-R 10/12/96 Chattanooga, TN Binghamton (2021)
7 MENA, Jose 5-9 232 R-R 12/22/96 Cotui, DR Binghamton (2021)
15 O’NEILL, Matt 6-0 213 R-R 8/20/97 Morristown, NJ St. Lucie (2021)
38 VILLALOBOS, Fernando6-1 210 L-R 6/24/02 Camalu, Baja California, MEX St. Lucie (2022)

INFIELDERS (5 + 1)
# Name HT WT B-T D.O.B. Hometown Previous Club
22 FRYMAN, Branden 6-2 176 R-R 03/16/98 Pensacola, FL Binghamton (2022)
8 NEWTON, Shervyen 6-4 209 S-R 04/24/99 Tilburg, Netherlands St. Lucie (2022)
4 PEROZA, Jose 6-1 244 R-R 6/15/00 San Felipe, VZ Brooklyn (2021)
2 REYES, Wilmer (+) 6-1 180 R-R 12/22/97 Mao, DR Brooklyn (2021)
10 SAUNDERS, Warren 6-2 211 R-R 12/15/98 Grand Bahama, BAMA St. Lucie (2021)
3 SCHWARTZ, JT 6-4 215 L-R 12/17/99 Newport Beach, CA St. Lucie (2021)

OUTFIELDERS (6)
# Name HT WT B-T D.O.B. Hometown Previous Club
26 JORDAN, Rowdey 5-10 190 S-R 1/27/99 Auburn, AL St. Lucie (2021)
12 McILWAIN, Brandon 6-0 205 R-R 5/31/98 Newtown, PA St. Lucie (2021)
20 MURPHY, Tanner 6-3 200 R-R 5/1/98 Saint Augustine, FL Brooklyn (2021)
9 PALMER, Jaylen 6-3 213 R-R 7/31/00 Brooklyn, NY Brooklyn (2021)

23 RUDICK, Matt 5-7 172 L-L 7/2/98 San Diego, CA FCL Mets (2021)
48 SUOZZI, Joe 6-3 216 R-R 2/28/98 Glen Cove, NY Brooklyn (2021)

(+) indicates on Injured List  (%) indicates on Developmental List
COACHES

5 RIVERA, Luis - Manager      DAYTON, Austin - Head Athletic Trainer
49 SAGER, AJ - Pitching Coach    PARRILLO, Joe - Assistant Athletic Trainer
30 BENES, Richie - Hitting Coach    SKROCKI, Drew - Strength Coach 
45 NEWELL, Chris - Bench Coach    VOGEL-FREEDMAN, Max - Analytics
44 JACOBS, Chris - Player Development Coach  NEVINS, Gregory - Baseball Systems Associate

2022 BROOKLYN CYCLONES ROSTER
AS OF JUNE 2, 2022
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ph. 718-234-3663
fax 347-275-2279

7704 - 18th Avenue
NY 11214

Brooklyn

ph. 732-383-5373
fax 732-383-5922

500 Route 35
Red Bank - NJ 07701

New Jersey

Ristorante Pizzeria
Room For Any Occasion

www.ilcolosseoristorante.com
info@ilcolosseoristorante.com

DAISON ACOSTA
RHP • #33

GARRISON BRYANT
RHP • #35

JOSE CHACIN
RHP • #39

NOLAN CLENNEY
RHP • #18

JUSTIN COURTNEY
RHP • #36

NIC GADDIS
C • #1

DAVID GRIFFIN
RHP • #21

JOSH HEJKA
RHP • #13

ROWDEY JORDAN
OF • #26

CAM OPP
LHP • #40

JOSE MENA
C • #7

BRANDON MCILWAIN
OF • #12
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COLBY MORRIS
RHP • #38

TANNER MURPHY
OF • #20

CARLOS OCAMPO
RHP • #11

MATT O’NEILL
C • #15

JAYLEN PALMER
OF • #9

HUNTER PARSONS
RHP • #17

JOSE PEROZA
INF • #4

WILMER REYES
INF • #2
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OSCAR ROJAS
RHP • #19

EVY RUIBAL
RHP • #50

MATT RUDICK
OF • #23

JUNIOR SANTOS
RHP • #16

REYSON SANTOS
RHP • #34

WARREN SAUNDERS
INF • #48

J.T. SCHWARTZ
INF • #3

JOE SUOZZI
OF • #48
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JESUS VARGAS
RHP • #27

WYATT YOUNG
INF • #8

SCAN FOR UP TO DATE
BROOKLYN CYCLONES STATS

SCAN FOR UP TO DATE
BROOKLYN CYCLONES ROSTER

SAMMY TAVAREZ
RHP • #28
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