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June 12 Margaritaville Night, Tropical Shirt  Giveaway 
 by Coppertail Brewing Co.,
 Postgame Concert by Sun Cruiser
June 13 Toy Story Jersey Night, Fireworks by Sysco 
June 14 Father’s Appreciation Day, Blue Hat Giveaway
 by Crime Stoppers of Pinellas County
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July 4 Independence Day Fireworks Celebration 
 by Budweiser
July 22 12pm - Camp Day #2
July 24 Beach Dogs, Andrew Painter 
 Bobblehead Giveaway by Barbacoa Boyz
July 25 Christmas in July, 
 Threshers Santa Hat Giveaway, 
 Fireworks by Todd’s A/C
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Aug. 6 Back to School Night, Kid’s Water Bottle 
 Giveaway by Kelli’s Catering
Aug. 7 Comic Book Characters Night, Fireworks
Aug. 8 Veterans & Military Appreciation Night, 
 Camo Hat Giveaway by Kelli’s Catering 
Aug. 21 Beach Dogs
Aug. 22 Harry Potter Night, House Baseball Hat Giveaway, 
 Fireworks by Good Boy Vodka
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BayCare Ballpark Information

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PA and video board announcements can be arranged for a 
nominal fee by visiting Guest Services behind Section 106 
before the end of the second inning.
ATM
The ATM is located on the first base side of the concourse 
behind section 105. 
BAGS & BACKPACKS
Bags can be no larger than 16”x16”x8” and will be subject 
to inspection upon entry in accordance with Major League 
Baseball security regulations. Guests may discard or return 
the prohibited items to their vehicle.
BATS
Full-size baseball bats are prohibited from entry by guests 
to the ballpark.
BERM SEATING
Berm seating is limited and ticketed. Blankets are permitted 
to be brought into the park for berm seating. Chairs, folding 
chairs, camp chairs, and the like, are not permitted to be 
brought into the park.
CHILD TICKETS
Children 13 and younger qualify for the child’s ticket price. 
For children 4 and younger, please see the BayCare Box 
Office or a ballpark gate attendant for a complimentary ticket.
CUSTOMER SERVICE & ADVANCE TICKETS
The Customer Service/Advance Tickets window is located 
on the first base side of the main concourse behind Section 
106. Guests can report problems, check for lost and found 
items and claim prizes at this location. Tickets for future 
games may also be purchased here.

FIRST AID
The First Aid office is located on the first base side of the 
main concourse behind section 106. Guests can either 
report to this office or contact an usher if in need of medical 
assistance.
FOOD AND DRINK POLICY
No food, bottles, coolers or cans may be brought into the 
ballpark. The Threshers reserve the right to search any 
medical or diaper bags entering the ballpark.
FOUL BALLS
Any foul ball hit into the stands may be kept. Guests are not 
permitted on the field or to reach into the playing area. Foul 
balls may be dangerous, so please be alert at all times and 
aware of the potential hazards.
GATES OPEN
Ballpark gates will open one hour prior to scheduled game 
time.
HANDICAPPED SEATING
Disabled seating is available all throughout the ballpark. 
Limited wheelchair seating is available through the ticket 
office in person or on the telephone. One companion seat 
is available for purchase with each wheelchair space. An 
elevator is available for disabled use on the first base side 
of the stadium (South Parking Lot). Drop-off is available on 
the West Side of the ballpark (no elevator access here). 
Please contact an usher for assistance entering and exiting 
the ballpark.
KIDS ZONE
The left-field concourse features a playground and Kids 
Zone for our younger guests.
LOST AND FOUND
Located at Customer Service behind Section 106.
SENIOR TICKETS
Seniors 55+ may purchase discounted tickets.
SMOKING
Smoking is prohibited in most areas of the ballpark. Special 
smoking sections are marked. Smoking is permitted only 
at the Tiki Pavilion in left field. For resources to help quit 
smoking, call 1-877-U-CAN-NOW (1-877-822-6669).
TEAM STORE
The Threshers Team Store, Diamond Outfitters, is located 
next to the ballpark’s west entry, and features hats, 
apparel and collectibles to satisfy Threshers fans of all 
ages. Merchandise available 24 hours a day on-line at 
ThreshersBaseball.com.
TIKI PAVILION
The Frenchy’s Tiki Pavilion is located beyond the left field 
wall. It features a variety of mixed drinks, beer and wine for 
guests 21 and over. Seats in this section are first-come, first-
serve during Threshers season.
WEAPONS
Firearms, weapons, knives, tasers and other dangerous or 
hazardous devices or substances (collectively “weapons”) 
are prohibited at BayCare Ballpark, unless carried by an on-
duty police officer or otherwise expressly approved by The 
Threshers. Anyone bringing such a weapon to the premises 
must return it to their vehicle immediately.
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Director, Florida Operations: ......................................................... John Timberlake
General Manager, Clearwater Threshers: ..........................................Jason Adams
General Manager, BayCare Ballpark:  ...................................................Doug Kemp
Assistant GM, Clearwater Threshers:  .................................................Dan Madden
Accounting Manager, Florida Operations: .........................................Jennifer Kracy
Manager, Ballpark Operations: ......................................................... Scott Kelyman
Manager, Clubhouse and Equipment: .................................................Justin Glover
Manager, Community Engagement and Media: ............................... Robert Stretch
Manager, Corporate Partnerships: ...........................................................Cory Sipe
Manager, Food and Beverage: .....................................................Justin Gunsaulus
Manager, Human Resources - Florida Operations: ..............................Karina Cano
Manager, Maintenance: ...................................................................Sean McCarthy
Manager, Merchandise: ........................................................................... Shan Isett
Manager, Promotions and Game Entertainment: ...........................Dominic Repper
Manager, Security Operations: ...................................................... James Von Dras
Manager, Social Media and Fan Engagement: .........................................Tori Heck
Manager, Ticket Operations: .........................................................Patrick Prevelige
Assistant Manager, Clubhouse Services: .......................................Zach Petchonka
Assistant Manager, Food and Beverage: .............................................Mike O’Soro
Assistant Manager, Group Sales: .....................................................Victoria Phipps
Assistant Manager, Merchandise: ...................................................Cara Christison
Assistant Manager, Security Operations: ............................................Darrell Spiva
Account Executive, Corporate Partnerships:  .......................................Chris Peters
Staff Accountant, Florida Operations: ................................................ Zane Yurecka
Coordinator, Ballpark Operations: ............................................................Will Priest
Coordinator, Concessions: ...............................................................Alyssa Winans
Coordinator, Graphic Design: ....................................................................Jill Brush
Coordinator, Maintenance: .............................................................Bobby Hobgood
Coordinator, Security Operations: ..................................................... Ceci Marceau
Coordinator, Ticket Operations:  .........................................................Alanna Braun
Coordinator, Warehouse:  .................................................................... Steve Piatek
Office Assistant & Receptionist: .........................................................Leslie Henley
Assistant, Ballpark Operations: ........................................................... Austin Joyce
Suites Chef: ............................................................................................Jim Blades
Head Groundskeeper, Florida Operations:  .............................................Ray Sayre
Grounds Crew, Florida Operations: ....................................................Cody Deegan
Grounds Crew, Florida Operations: ....................................................Mikey Klinger
Grounds Crew, Florida Operations: .................................................... Lance Weber

Threshers Front Office
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Aaron Barrett 
Manager

Born: Evansville, IN  
Resides: Santa Rosa Beach, FL… Former pitcher.  Entering 
his fifth year in the Phillies organization and his first as 
a manager. Joined the Phillies player development staff 
midseason in 2022 as bullpen coach/assistant pitching coach 
for Lehigh Valley (AAA) and rehab pitching coordinator. 
Had the responsibilities of minor league complex pitching 

coordinator added to his title for the 2024 and 2025 seasons. Originally selected by the 
Washington Nationals in the ninth round of the June 2010 draft out of the University 
of Mississippi, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in liberal arts.  Pitched 11 seasons, 
including parts of four in the majors with Washington (2014-15 & 2019-20), before 
ending his career with Lehigh Valley in 2022.

Shawn Williams
Bench Coach

Born: Salt Lake City, UT
Resides: Palm Harbor, FL… Former infielder. Debut season 
as Threshers bench coach. Named the Florida Complex 
League (R) manager in 2023, his fifth managerial stop in 
the Phillies system. Returned as FCL manager 2024-25. 
Previously served as manager for Reading (AA, 2019-22), 
Clearwater (A, 2017-18) and Lakewood (A, 2015-16) after 
joining the Phillies player development staff in 2014 as 
manager for Williamsport (A). Also spent April 2014 as a fill-in bullpen catcher for the 
Phillies. Served as a player/coach for Williamsport in 2013. Played four seasons (2007-
10) in Tampa Bay’s minor league system and also played independently in the American 
Association (2006), Can Am League (2010-11) and Atlantic League (2010 & 2012). His 
father, Jimy Williams, managed the Toronto Blue Jays, Houston Astros and Boston Red 
Sox and was the Phillies bench coach for two years (2007-08). 
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THRESHERS FIELD STAFF

Alex Concepcion 

Assistant Pitching Coach

Desmond Jennings

Position &  ASST. Hitting Coach

Joseph Miranda

Strength & Conditioning Coach

Matt Ellmyer 

Pitching Coach

Chris Heintz

Hitting Coach

Sara Binkley

Athletic Trainer

Manuel Antuna

Mental Performance Coach

Ethan Kagno

Video Technology Associate
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Cody Bowker
#21 

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’1” | WT: 215
Born: December 18, 2003, 

Milford, MA
2025 Club: Vanderbilt University

Keegan Batka
#38 

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’2” | WT: 200
Born: April 30, 2002, 

Grand Rapids, MI
2025 Club: Threshers

Griffin Burkholder
#24 

OF
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’2” | WT: 199
Born: August 30, 2005, 

Leesburg, VA
2025 Clubs: FCL, Threshers

Nolan Beltran
#52 

INF/OF
B/T: L/R

HT: 5’11” | WT: 199
Born: January 24, 2005, 

Barranquilla, COL
2025 Clubs: FCL, Threshers

Jaeden Calderon
#25 

OF
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’0” | WT: 224
Born: September 17, 2005, 

Miramar, FL
2025 Club: FCL

Tyler Bowen
#28

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’0” | WT: 205
Born: December 30, 2002, 

Salisbury, MD
2025 Club: Lander University

Richie Cortese
#45 

RHP
B/T: L/R

HT: 6’6” | WT: 240
Born: April 22, 2003, 

Billings, MT
2025 Club: Lander University

 Jack Barker
#11

OF 
B/T: L/L

HT: 6’0” | WT: 200
Born: June 23, 2005, 

Lexington, KY
2025 Club: Threshers
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Gabe Craig
#17 

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’5” | WT: 215
Born: July 3, 2001, 

Louisville, CO
2025 Club: Threshers

Matthew Ferrara
#3 
INF

B/T: R/R
HT: 6’0” | WT: 183

Born: June 4, 2007, 
Sewell, NJ

2025 Club: Threshers

Alirio Ferrebus
#7

C
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’2” | WT: 214
Born: September 12, 2005, 

Maracaibo, VZ
2025 Clubs: FCL, Threshers 

Marty Gair
#44

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’6” | WT: 241
Born: July 17, 2003, 

Troy, NC
2025 Club: Threshers

Camron Hill
#18

LHP
B/T: L/L

HT: 6’6” | WT: 212
Born: June 15, 2003, 

Atlanta, GA
2025 Clubs: FCL, Threshers

Cole Gilley
#54

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’1” | WT: 215
Born: July 22, 2001, 

Columbus, IN
2025 Club: Threshers

Tanner Gresham
#29

RHP
B/T: L/R

HT: 6’3” | WT: 217
Born: September 23, 2001, 

Charlotte, NC
2024 Club: Army West Point

Peyton Havard
#9
RHP

B/T: R/R
HT: 6’0” | WT: 235

Born: January 30, 2002, 
Beaumont, TX

2025 Club: Threshers
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Angel Mata
#49

C
B/T: R/R

HT: 5’11” | WT: 198
Born: January 4, 2005, 

Cumaná, VZ
2025 Club: FCL

Nathan Humphreys
#24 

OF
B/T: L/R

HT: 6’2” | WT: 192
Born: August 15, 2002, 

Dallas, TX
2025 Club: Threshers

Manolfi Jimenez
#31

OF
B/T: L/L

HT: 6’0” | WT: 212
Born: November 14, 2004, 

Santo Domingo, DR
2025 Clubs: FCL, Threshers

Brad Pacheco
#51

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’0” | WT: 200
Born: June 9, 2005, 

Bejuma, VZ
2025 Club: FCL

Tyler Pettorini
#5
INF

B/T: L/R
HT: 6’1” | WT: 185

Born: November 9, 2002, 
Wooster, OH

2025 Club: Threshers

MT Morrissey
#47

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’1” | WT: 205
Born: December 11, 2001, 

Providence, RI
2025 Club: New Jersey Institute of 

Technology

Cade Obermueller
#43

LHP
B/T: L/L

HT: 6’0” | WT: 162
Born: July 28, 2003, 

Iowa City, IA
2025 Club: University of Iowa 

Jonathan Hogart
#4
OF

B/T: R/R
HT: 6’2” | WT: 210

Born: May 1, 2002, 
Owensboro, KY

2025 Club: Threshers
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Robert Phelps
#6
INF

B/T: R/R
HT: 5’10” | WT: 180

Born: January 30, 2004, 
Pittsburgh, PA

2025 Club: Threshers 

Jacob Pruitt
#35

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’1” | WT: 190
Born: August 14, 2003, 

Muncie, IN
2025 Club: Mississippi State

Brian Walters
#27

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’3” | WT: 200
Born: November 28, 2002, 

Melbourne, FL
2025 Club: University of Miami

Gage Wood
#19

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’0” | WT: 195
Born: December 15, 2003, 

Newport, AR
2025 Club: Threshers

Sean Youngerman
#55 

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’3” | 225
Born: July 9, 2004, 

Tarzana, CA
2025 Club: Oklahoma State

Zuher Yousuf
#13 

LHP
B/T: L/L

HT: 5’10” | WT: 169
Born: May 24, 2006, 

El Sombrero, VZ
2025 Clubs: DSL, FCL, 

Threshers 

Will Vierling
#10 

C
B/T: L/R

HT: 6’1” | WT: 193
Born: August 23, 2003, 

Milwaukee, WI
2025 Club: Threshers

Juan Villavicencio
#2
INF

B/T: L/R
HT: 5’10” | WT: 192

Born: November 24, 2004, 
Maracaibo, VZ

2025 Clubs: FCL, Threshers
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Threshers 2026 Statistics
## TTeeaamm  BBaattttiinngg PPOOSS AAVVGG GG AABB RR HH HHRR RRBBII BBBB SSOO SSBB
3 Ferrara, M INF .265 13 49 8 13 2 10 3 17 2
7 Ferrebus, A C/1B .273 12 44 6 12 1 9 6 10 3
10 Vierling, W C .163 11 43 1 7 0 1 2 16 1
23 Humphreys, N OF .220 12 41 8 9 3 5 10 9 4
5 Pettorini, T INF .175 13 40 5 7 0 4 1 7 6
25 Calderon, J INF/OF .184 13 38 2 7 0 3 7 11 4
31 Jimenez, M OF .216 9 37 0 8 0 0 1 12 0
6 Phelps, R INF .200 11 35 5 7 0 4 7 11 2
11 Barker, J OF .088 10 34 5 3 0 1 4 18 3
2 Villavicencio, J INF .233 8 30 2 7 0 4 4 9 2
24 Burkholder, G OF .208 6 24 4 5 0 1 3 7 4
4 Hogart, J OF .217 7 23 3 5 1 2 2 11 2
52 Beltran, N INF/OF .368 7 19 3 7 0 3 10 5 1
12 Rosario, G C/1B .000 4 12 0 0 0 0 2 10 0
49 Mata, A C/1B .000 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 2 0
54 Cardoza, V OF .000 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Team Total .204 15 476 52 97 7 47 62 155 34

## TTeeaamm  PPiittcchhiinngg WW     LL     EERRAA     GG     GGSS     SSVV     IIPP     HH     EERR     BBBB     SSOO    
19 Wood, G 0 1 0.79 3 3 0 11.1 4 1 5 19
51 Pacheco, B 1 1 4.09 3 2 0 11.0 10 5 3 10
55 Youngerman, S 1 0 3.86 3 1 0 9.1 7 4 2 9
29 Gresham, T 0 1 4.00 3 3 0 9.0 8 4 3 15
13 Yousuf, Z 0 0 3.00 3 1 0 9.0 7 3 3 7
21 Bowker, C 0 2 10.38 3 3 0 8.2 8 10 7 14
27 Walters, B 1 0 4.50 3 1 0 8.0 8 4 5 6
47 Morrissey, M 0 0 0.00 3 1 0 7.2 5 0 6 12
38 Batka, K 0 0 0.00 3 0 2 6.2 1 0 5 12
9 Havard, P 0 0 3.00 2 0 0 6.0 7 2 3 6
45 Cortese, R 0 1 0.00 5 0 0 5.1 1 0 6 9
44 Gair, M 0 0 10.13 4 0 1 5.1 3 6 6 10
28 Bowen, T 1 0 3.60 5 0 0 5.0 5 2 2 8
17 Craig, G 0 0 5.40 5 0 1 5.0 4 3 4 9
18 Hill, C 1 1 2.25 4 0 0 4.0 1 1 4 6
35 Pruitt, J 1 0 2.25 3 0 0 4.0 2 1 1 6
40 Gonzalez, O 0 0 3.86 1 0 0 2.1 0 1 3 3
54 Gilley, C 0 0 0.00 1 0 0 2.0 0 0 1 3

Team Total 8 7 3.44 15 15 4 130.2 86 50 72 171

*Roster and statistics are from a list of qualified players through April 19, 2026
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FLORIDA STATE League

W E S T  D I V I S I O N E A S T  D I V I S I O N

Daytona Tortugas
(386) 257-3172
daytonatortugas.com 

Jupiter Hammerheads
(561) 775-1818
jupiterhammerheads.com

Palm Beach Cardinals
(561) 775-1818
palmbeachcardinals.com

St. Lucie Mets
(772) 871-2100
stluciemets.com

Bradenton Marauders
(941) 747-3031
bradentonmarauders.com

Clearwater Threshers
(727) 712-4300
threshersbaseball.com

Dunedin Blue Jays
(727) 733-9302
dunedinbluejays.com

Fort Myers Mighty Mussels
(239) 768-4210
mightymussels.com

Lakeland Flying Tigers
(863) 686-8075
lakelandflyingtigers.com

Tampa Tarpons
(813) 673-3055
tarponsbaseball.com
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PHILLIES AFFILIATES

LEHIGH VALLEY IRONPIGS
Triple-A International League 
Phillies affiliate since 2008
Stadium:  Coca-Cola Park

President & GM: Kurt Landes 
Office Address: 

1050 Iron Pigs Way
Allentown, PA 18109

Phone: (610) 841-7447
Website: www.ironpigsbaseball.com 

JERSEY SHORE BLUECLAWS
High-A South Atlantic League

Phillies affiliate since 2000
Stadium: ShoreTown Ballpark

GM: Bob McLane
Office Address:
2 Stadium Way

Lakewood, NJ  08701
Phone: (732) 901-7000

Website: www.blueclaws.com

READING FIGHTIN PHILS
Double-A Eastern League
Phillies affiliate since 1967

Stadium:  FirstEnergy Stadium
GM: Scott Hunsicker

Office Address:
1950 Centre Avenue | Route 61 South

Reading, PA  19605
Phone: (610) 375-8469

Website: www.fightins.com

CLEARWATER THRESHERS
Single-A Florida State League

Phillies affiliate since 1985
Stadium: BayCare Ballpark 

GM: Jason Adams
Office Address:

601 Old Coachman Road
Clearwater, FL  33765
Phone: (727) 712-4300

Website:  www.threshersbaseball.com



Explosive Touch Enterprises is the proud presenter Explosive Touch Enterprises is the proud presenter 
 of the Threshers’ fireworks displays! of the Threshers’ fireworks displays!

April 11
April 25
May 16
May 30

June 13
June 27
July 3
July 4
July 25

August 7
August 22
September 5
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HOW TO KEEp SCORE
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THRESHERS MAY OPPONENTS

Lakeland Flying Tigers
May 12 – 17
Affiliate: Detroit Tigers
Manager: Salvador Paniagua  

Dunedin Blue Jays
May 26 – 31
Affiliate: Toronto Blue Jays
Manager: Ryan Casteel 

Richie Cortese

Matthew Ferrara





Player Spotlight: Robert Phelps
Robert Phelps’ Journey Through Multiple Schools to Turn Pro

By Josh Sperber

Few things have shaken up college athletics more than the transfer portal. At the beginning of the 
2018 school year, the portal was introduced to help student athletes change schools with more 
ease and less penalties to their eligibility and playing time. Whether players choose to enter the 
portal because they aren’t getting the playing time they desire or their school wasn’t the right fit, 
the transfer portal has allowed many college athletes to continue playing sports with an easier 
ability to transfer and get on the field before a new season begins. Robert Phelps is an example of 
someone who utilized the transfer portal to find his ideal school to become a launching board for 
his dreams of playing professional baseball.

Phelps played his first baseball game at 5 years old and won the MVP award in his Pittsburgh-
based Little League. It was pretty clear from the first time that he laced up his cleats that Phelps 
was going to be a star. “After we had won the game, I went to school the next day and my gym 
teacher, who was really close to my family, told me that he found out about my MVP performance 
on ESPN,” said Phelps of his first baseball game as a child.
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“Being the five-year old I was, I believed him, 
so I remember going home that night and I 
watched ESPN all night trying to wait until my 
name came up, and it didn’t so I realized pretty 
late.” Phelps got over the joke very quickly 
and remains friendly with that gym teacher 
today. But even though Phelps’ highlights were 
not on ESPN that day, that interaction added 
fuel to his fire as he began to pursue his dream 
of becoming a professional baseball player.

Growing up in Pittsburgh, Phelps lived close 
to PNC Park where the Pirates play. With 
friends and family, Phelps would attend 
as many Pirates’ games as he could at the 
stadium; he just loved to be around a baseball 
field as often as he could. “I’ve always loved 
baseball, and being around it is so amazing,” 
said Phelps of the love for the game he 
developed as a child. “Just being able to go 
to that field so many times brought so many 
memories with it.” 
 
Phelps played multiple other sports as a child, 
starting out as a swimmer, basketball and 
soccer player in addition to baseball. Baseball 
was always his true love, and the work he put 
in made that very evident. Phelps’ mom would 
throw ping pong balls and other balls made of 
softer material for hitting and fielding practice 
in the parking lot across from their house to 
help him train as a kid. 

Phelps began playing travel ball starting 
primarily at second base and was an 
exceptional defender from the start. With 
one mid-game switch, he quickly added 
shortstop to his arsenal of positions as well. 
“I remember there was a specific game where 
our shortstop...made two errors in one inning 
and the coach, who was his dad, switched me 
and him,” says Phelps of how he began to play 
shortstop. “So, I went to shortstop and he went 

to second base. Ever since that day, I really 
just played shortstop.” Shortstop became 
his primary position, but Phelps showed the 
ability to play anywhere in the infield at every 
level. 

After beginning his high school career in 
the Dominican Republic, Phelps was getting 
recruited heavily based off his summer ball. 
He hadn’t even played varsity baseball in 
high school before getting enough attention 
from college and professional scouts with 
his travel teams. He quickly earned two 
Division One commitments before turning 18, 
decommitting from Kent State and Ole Miss 
before ultimately deciding on the community 
college route to begin his next steps with 
baseball. It is rare to see a player decommit 
from a division one school but Phelps bet on 
himself that his talent was enough to warrant 
more offers to get back to the highest level of 
college baseball.
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By his standards, Phelps didn’t have a great 
freshman season at Riverside City College. He 
didn’t hit a home run for what ended up being 
his only collegiate season without a long ball 
and hit .252 with 19 RBIs at Riverside. “My 
freshman year was...just a tough situation. Me 
and the team just didn’t work out, and it wasn’t 
the best fit for me,” said Phelps of his first 
collegiate season. “I went to work all summer, 
got a job at a restaurant downtown and didn’t 
touch a bat or a baseball.” Though he was 
taking a break from baseball, Phelps still knew 
that he wanted to play college baseball at a 
different school, and his ticket back in came 
from a surprising source.

Phelps had befriended a man named Rueben 
Livingston when he committed to Kent State. 
Rueben was a corner infielder who also 
decommitted from Kent State, and ended up at 
Harford Community College. Phelps saw this 
on social media, and, on a whim, decided to 
message his friend to ask about the school. The 

next day, Phelps was on a zoom call with the 
coach, and he committed shortly after that. 

He had not heard of Harford before messaging 
Rueben, but Phelps called the decision to go to 
Harford one of the best moves he ever made. 
“Even if you weren’t playing, we all wanted 
to win,” Phelps said of his time at Harford. 
“We wanted to see everyone succeed; it was 
just the coolest thing. And, I think for me, 
it just brought my swagger back.” Phelps’ 
2024 season at Harford was one of the best 
throughout his college career, hitting .373 in 
48 games with nine more walks than strikeouts 
in 2024, nearly leading the Fighting Owls to 
a championship. His stellar season earned 
him his return to Division One that Phelps so 
coveted, and he committed to West Virginia for 
the fall of 2024.

Unfortunately for Phelps, the competition at 
West Virginia was even stiffer than expected, 
and he was unsure that he’d be able to get 
enough playing time to allow big league scouts 
to check him out. Knowing West Virginia was 
not the right fit, Phelps decided to transfer 
schools again, but this time there was one 
problem; he could not play in 2025 for a 
Division One school once he re-entered the 
portal. Phelps had to go outside of the NCAA 
to get some playing time in what he hoped 
would be his final collegiate season before 
turning pro. 

“We had visited another school right before 
going to see Reinhardt, but once I got there, 
I could just see myself going there and 
thriving,” said Phelps of his decision to 
transfer from Division One West Virginia to 
NAIA Reinhardt. In the past ten years, 155 
players have made it from the NAIA have 
been selected in the MLB Draft, with a smaller 
percentage completing the journey and turning 
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pro. Phelps, once again, bet on himself to 
succeed, which he did at Reinhardt in spades. 
He set career highs across the board in his lone 
season at Reinhardt and was ready for the next 
step.

Phelps still had some eligibility remaining 
in school, and his status as a draft pick was 
not certain. He was playing summer ball in 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada and had only 
spoken with the Seattle Mariners. Two days 
before the draft, Phelps’ mother recommended 
that he should come back home. He had a visit 
scheduled at Marshall University shortly after 
the MLB Draft and decided to come home to 
be with family. 

He returned from Marshall the Sunday of the 
MLB draft, back home with his family for 
the Draft’s second day. “I remember the night 
before, going to bed praying to God, just please 
give me the right opportunity...” said Phelps 
of his thoughts on draft day. He woke up on 
the second day of the draft late, not planning 
to watch any minute of coverage. The first call 
he got was from the Phillies Director of Player 

Development, who said that they were thinking 
of signing Phelps as a non-drafted free agent. 
Shortly after, his prayers were answered, and 
Phelps was taken by the Phillies in the 19th 
round of the 2025 MLB Draft. 
Phelps had the draft coverage off and found out 
via the flood of congratulatory messages that 
filled up his phone after the Phillies’ pick was 
made. With his whole family surrounding him, 
Phelps’ dreams had come true, and he was a 
Phillie. Four different colleges, and countless 
uncertainty and adversity, but the first step to 
becoming a big leaguer had been completed. 
“There were a lot of times when I wasn’t in the 
right situation or around the right people,” said 
Phelps, reflecting on the journey that made him 
a professional baseball player. 
“There are a lot of people that don’t get the 
opportunity that I have right now, so to be able 
to take it every single day and... fall back on 
the right people helps me realize how much 
of a blessing this is.” Phelps is just getting 
started, still in the midst of his first full season 
as a professional, but it is already quite clear 
that he is not going to take this opportunity for 
granted. 





Player Spotlight: Camron Hill  
After Attending his Dream School, Camron Hill is Living His Dream

By Josh Sperber

A person’s choice of college often sets them up for the rest of their life. Oftentimes that is reliant 
on how someone spends their time in school, but sometimes simply being in the right place 
surrounded by the right people is enough to make a lasting, positive impact on one’s life. For 
many people, narrowing down a list and trying to find one perfect place is not easy, but a lucky 
few have an easy time making such an important decision. For Threshers pitcher Camron Hill, 
his choice of school was, almost literally, waiting at his doorstep, and his choice to stay local for 
college helped him live out his dream as a professional baseball player.

Baseball has always been a part of Hill’s life. He was the first member of his immediate family 
to play baseball much past little league, and he has been playing baseball almost his whole life. 
“My first set of friends were my teammates, just spending all those long summer days at the park,” 
said Hill of his beginnings playing baseball. Like most players, Hill began playing all around the 
diamond, beginning primarily at first base because of his height. His mother, father and sisters all 
turned into athletes, and Hill followed suit. The more positions he played, adding outfield to his 
list of positions during middle school, the more his athletic abilities came to light. 
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Hill’s height kept him mostly at first base, 
but before long it was impossible to overlook 
how strong his arm was. By the time he got to 
high school, Hill knew that he wanted to have 
a future in baseball. He decided to switch to 
pitching around the start of his high school 
career when he turned 13. “My performance 
at the plate wasn’t the best, so I just thought 
‘I’ll just put the bat down before it gets taken 
away from me,’ and I just put my all into the 
pitching,” Hill said of his decision to give 
up his days as a position player. The extra 
pitching training sessions in addition to his 
hitting training proved to be a lot to handle, 
and Hill felt that staying on the mound full 
time would accelerate his development and 
keep his training focused on pitching. One 
year later, college offers began rolling in. 

Hill grew up in Georgia, a hotbed of high 
school sports talent. Most children with sports 
fans in their family in Georgia are somewhat 
indoctrinated to the two local universities, 
UGA and Georgia Tech. Hill grew up as more 
of a Georgia Tech fan with the school being so 
close. Before high school, he would frequently 
pass the GT campus while driving, since he 
only lived between 20 and 30 minutes away. 

Furthermore, his little league team would 
frequently attend games there to watch high 
level college baseball. Until he stepped on 
campus, Hill didn’t know all that much about 
Georgia Tech. As soon as he stepped on 
campus for a recruiting visit, he fell in love 
with the school. 

At this point, Hill was playing travel ball for 
Team Elite in Georgia, one of the top prep 
baseball travel teams in the country. In his 
junior year of high school, he committed to 
Georgia Tech as one of the top pitchers in the 
state. “It definitely took a huge weight off my 

shoulders, being in high school and getting 
that commitment under my belt,” said Hill of 
his early commitment to Georgia Tech. 

“I got a big confidence boost whenever I went 
out on the field for travel ball with all the 
other players who had commitments because 
I was committed too.” Hill chose Georgia 
Tech partly because it was so close to home, 
he certainly enjoyed having his family come 
to every one of his home games throughout 
his collegiate career. He also chose Georgia 
Tech to get a good education both on and off 
the baseball field, and of the elite schools 
like Auburn and North Carolina that were 
recruiting, he felt he would get the most 
complete education at a school so close to 
home and close to his heart. 

Once Hill got to college, Georgia Tech 
turned out to be everything he had hoped. He 
appeared in 18 games in each of his first two 
seasons as a Yellow Jacket and became an 
integral part of Georgia Tech’s pitching staff. 
But just as important as his playing time was, 
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so was his development and his education on 
the baseball field. “I really felt like [Georgia 
Tech] did a number to my development, being 
able to pitch in different situations because 
I started, came out of the bullpen and closed 
some games,” said Hill of how his hometown 
university aided his development as a pitcher.

“I just became an all-around better pitcher, 
not just at one rile or one facet of pitching, 
just being able to make pitches whenever or 
whatever the situation calls for.” Hill was 
mostly a starter in high school, recruited to 
Georgia Tech as a top three left-handed pitcher 
among his entire recruiting class, and he 
relished the ability to enter games in different 
situations. After three seasons as a Yellow 
Jacket, Hill felt ready to take the next step in 
his baseball career.

Big League dreams are a constant among 
minor league players, and Hill is no exception. 
Long before he secured a baseball scholarship, 
Hill had dreamed about pitching in the major 
leagues. “Honestly, once I committed to 
Georgia Tech, [turning pro] was obviously the 
next step,” said Hill of his goals as a baseball 
player. That goal never left his mind, going into 
every pitching appearance with the thought 
of dominating and gaining an edge of his 
opponents. 

By his junior year at Georgia Tech, Hill’s 
dreams began to approach reality. Hill played 
for Cotuit in the Cape Cod League in 2023 and 
returned to one of the top leagues for potential 
MLB prospects in 2024 with Cotuit. In two 
seasons in the vaunted Cape Cod League, 
Hill combined for a 3-2 record against elite 
prospects. He didn’t go to the Draft Combine 
or any pro days, so Hill just had to hope for 
the best. “I didn’t go to the combine, so I 
didn’t really get a lot of calls or anything from 
teams,” said Hill of his draft process in 2024. 
“I just had to see how it all played out on draft 
day.” Hill had stayed in Georgia for the entirety 
of his prep and collegiate career, and he knew 
that was probably going to change at the next 
level. 

Being from Georgia, the Atlanta Braves were 
Hill’s hometown team as a child. Hill himself 
followed guys like Chipper Jones and Craig 
Kimbrel who helped him develop his love for 
baseball. Unless someone is a top pick, it is 
rare that a player knows where they will be 
drafted until the pick is in. Hill heard rumblings 
that he would be picked on the second day 
of the draft but was just hoping for the best. 
According to Hill, it virtually came down to his 
hometown Braves and the Phillies, who ended 
up drafting him, in the eighth round. 
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The Braves had the pick right before the 
Phillies in that eighth round, and there was a 
moment that Hill thought he was headed to 
his hometown team. “I was definitely excited 
about the chance to go to my hometown team, 
but everything happens for a reason and I’m 
happy to be wearing that “P” on my chest,” 
said Hill of his feelings on being drafted by 
the Phillies. He never felt a rivalry with the 
Phillies growing up, as the Braves were bigger 
rivals with the Mets for much of his childhood, 
but now he is striving to become rivals with his 
hometown team as he climbs the rungs of the 
Phillies’ minor league ladder.

Hill’s family, however, remained loyal to their 
hometown team while still supporting him in 
his major league dreams. Now that Hill is on 
the other side of this rivalry, he has prepared 

himself for the friendly family rivalry that 
followed. “There’s always a bit of trash talk 
when the big clubs play against each other,” 
said Hill of the family dynamic when the 
Phillies and Braves play. “I’m looking forward 
to those games so I can come back to my 
family and say ‘oh, we got you guys today!’” 

Only two levels of the minor leagues overlap 
for the Phillies and Braves, with their High-A 
and Triple-A teams playing in different 
divisions of the same league at their respective 
level, but Hill’s hometown pride has turned 
into motivation as well as some good-natured 
ribbing with his family members. But 
underneath all of that is a desire not just to play 
against his family’s favorite team, but to play 
against every MLB team in a long career with 
the Phillies. 





Player Spotlight: Will Vierling
Will Vierling has Major League Lineage, but he is Forging His Own Path as a Pro

By Josh Sperber

So much hard work, training and preparation 
goes into creating a major league talent, and 
there are so many unpredictable factors that can 
change everything in a short amount of time. 
Even if someone is born into the game or has 
a relative that went to the big leagues before 
them, there are no guarantees in baseball. 
That’s why Threshers’ catcher Will Vierling, 
cousin of Phillies draftee and current Detroit 
Tiger Matt Vierling, is not relying on anyone 
but himself to achieve his goal of reaching the 
major leagues.  

Baseball has always been a part of Will 
Vierling’s life, playing tee ball at his local 
YMCA in Wisconsin. His parents gave him a 

toy bat as a baby, and he began swinging away. 
By the time he turned five, Vierling had begun 
to play organized baseball. “Baseball was just 
kind of a sport I always leaned towards,” said 
Vierling of his beginnings playing baseball. “I 
played a bunch of other sports like basketball 
and soccer, but baseball was always the one 
that I gravitated towards.” Vierling was always 
a great athlete, but there was always something 
about baseball that had captured his heart. 

Young players who are just starting in baseball 
don’t always find a fit at a position so quickly, 
but that was not the case for Vierling. Even 
if his first start at catcher was unplanned, he 
picked up one of the most important positions 
in baseball rather quickly while in Little 
League. “When I was around seven years old, 
we didn’t have a catcher, so my dad threw the 
gear on and stuck me behind the plate,” said 
Vierling of learning to catch for the first time. 

“I wasn’t half bad at it, and I was also one of 
the only kids who wasn’t scared of the ball, 
so after that I just fell in love with it because 
being involved with every play makes it a 
lot more enjoyable.” Vierling’s love of the 
game was able to flourish, and he was able 
to touch the ball on every play while keeping 
a bat in his hand. By this point, it became 
overwhelmingly clear to Vierling that baseball 
was going to be a big part of his life. 

Once he got to high school, Will’s cousin Matt 
had already turned pro. Though Matt was from 
a different part of the country, Will was now 
able to rely on his older cousin as a shoulder to 
lean on and a beacon of advice as Will Vierling 
advanced his professional career. By the time 
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Vierling began playing high school ball, he 
was starting to learn and master some of the 
defensive aspects of the game and was eager 
to learn more of the nuances of the catcher’s 
position. 

Catching always came naturally to Vierling, 
and consistently catching in Little League after 
he turned seven certainly helped him learn the 
position with ease as he grew older. “Early on, 
I kind of knew that this could be something I 
could do for a long time,” said Vierling of his 
goals of playing collegiate and professional 
baseball. “It’s always been my goal to play 
professionally; it has always been what I 
wanted to do.” There was no doubt in his mind 
about his next step, and Vierling was ready 
to take that step in one of the most important 
and difficult positions to play in the game of 
baseball. 

Vierling had a chance to turn pro straight out 
of college, talking to several teams, including 
the Phillies, before he made his first college 
commitment. He wanted to turn pro as soon 
as he possibly could, but college baseball 
ended up as his best option. “My mom always 
wanted me to go to college and get a degree. 
My dad just wanted me to play because he 
knew I loved it,” said Vierling of his family’s 
influence on him playing college baseball. 

“But I had a couple looks out of high school, 
and nothing really came of it, so I ended up 
going to school for a couple of years.” Vierling 
began playing his college ball at Louisville 
before transferring to Murray State. Despite 
his initial desire to go pro out of high school, 
Vierling loved his college experience, crediting 
his college experience as part of what made 
him the man, and baseball player, that he is 
today. 

After a successful 2025 season at Murray 
State, Vierling knew that he had a chance 
to turn pro despite the fact that he had some 
eligibility left. His 2025 season at Murray 
State was historic, as he helped the Racers to 
their best record in program history and their 
first ever Men’s College World Series bid after 
making the regionals for the first time in 22 
years. He was confident in the fact he would be 
drafted, but sparse communication with MLB 
teams throughout the process made Vierling 
uncertain where he would end up. 

The Phillies were one of the teams that spoke 
with Vierling after high school, but he admitted 
that he was surprised when they called his 
name in the eleventh round of the 2025 Draft. 
Seven years after his cousin, Matt, was drafted, 
Will became the second Vierling to be selected 
by the Philadelphia Phillies in the MLB Draft.
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Through college and even more so during the 
draft process, Will relied on his relationship 
with his cousin Matt a lot more, as he was 
learning the ins and outs of being a professional 
baseball player. “Matt helped me out a lot when 
I was in the college recruiting process and 
especially when I got drafted by the Phillies,” 
said Will Vierling on his relationship with his 
cousin, current Tigers outfielder Matt Vierling. 
“Since he got drafted by the Phillies as well, 
Matt was really helpful telling me what was 
going to happen, what to expect, and things 
that would be good and what not to do.” 

Matt was also one of the first people to reach 
out to Will after the 2025 Draft and has 
continued to provide advice throughout Will’s 
professional career so far. They even got a 
chance to catch up during a Spring Training 
game when Will was up with the Phillies 
against Matt’s Tigers. Coming into the Phillies 
organization, Matt still knew enough about 
the people in the organization to help Will 
acclimate his new employer and begin to 
navigate the difficult career that comes with 
professional baseball.

However, there are still some things that Matt 
couldn’t prepare Will for, like catching harder 
pitches from some elite arms. When Will 
began his career with the Threshers in August 
of 2025, one of the first pitchers he caught, 
Marty Gair, consistently averaged a fastball 
above 96 miles per hour. “Before getting to the 
pros, I hadn’t really caught that much above 
mid-90’s, so that was cool,” said Vierling of his 
“welcome to the pros” moment last season. He 
quickly learned to get used to the extra contact 
that comes with being a catcher, but especially 
now, Vierling is officially embedded in the 
professional ranks. 

Will hopes to bring the Vierling name into the 
same category of baseball families like the 

Boone’s, Naylor’s and Acuña’s by joining his 
cousin Matt in the professional ranks. While 
his primary focus is working hard and getting 
better in his first full season as a professional, 
that family achievement is certainly not lost 
on him. “It’s not every day that you’re going 
to see something like that,” Vierling said about 
having family ties in the major leagues. “I’ve 
always thought it would be really cool to have 
someone in my family that plays baseball 
professionally, so having that become a reality 
is really cool.” 

Step one has been accomplished, and there 
are now two members of the Vierling family 
in the professional ranks, both drafted by 
the Philadelphia Phillies. Regardless of that 
family connection, Vierling is forging a path 
independent of his cousin Matt. Matt’s former 
manager, Shawn Williams, is Will’s current 
bench coach on the Threshers, and the pair 
haven’t really discussed the fact that Williams 
is now coaching a second Vierling. There 
are certainly some similarities between the 
journeys that Matt and Will Vierling have 
taken to get to professional baseball, but Will 
Vierling is intent on making his own path and 
hoping to cross paths with his cousin again, and 
hopefully soon in the major leagues. 
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Threshers Charity of the Month

The Clearwater Lions Club is a local 
charitable organization. As part of 
Lions Club International, their primary 
focus is providing eye care services like 
glasses and surgeries to those in need. 

The Club also fundraises to support 
the Lions Eye Institute for Transplant 
and Research, who are a cutting-edge 
worldwide leader in eye research and 
have the largest eye bank in the world. 
This amazing facility is located in Ybor 
City. 

The Club’s efforts extend to many 
worthy causes in the local area. Nearly 
every dollar collected goes back to 

serving our local community. Recipients 
of their charitable endeavors include 
the Women on the Way, Clearwater 
Free Clinic, Healthy Start, the High 
Point Community Center, RCS Food 
Bank, and Sherriff’s Youth Ranch. The 
Club hosts many fundraising events 
throughout the year. 

Clearwater Lions Club is always 
looking for eager members and 
supporters. For more information on 
how to support Clearwater Lions Club 
or to inquire about being a member 
please contact President Mike Murphy 
at 727-678-5326. 





The Silver Sharks presented by BayCare is a club designed for Seniors 55+ that meets  
during all Wednesday Threshers Home Games. 

Members receive many benefits while enjoying the fun and excitement of Minor League 
Baseball. A Silver Sharks membership is only $30 per senior per season.

Register for the club at ThreshersBaseball.com, the BayCare Box Office, or customer  
service, behind section 106. 

Silver Sharks Receive:
• Free Ticket & Parking to 11 Wednesday Home Games
• Silver Sharks exclusive Visor Cap 
• Clear Stadium Bag
• A 20% discount to the Team Store with membership card  
 on Silver Shark Wednesdays
• $3 Cocktail, 16oz Domestic Draft or Soda with membership card at  
 Frenchy’s Tiki Bar during Silver Shark Wednesday home games
• Subscription to the Threshers’ email newsletter to stay up-to-date  
 on all club and team events

Silver Sharks Wednesdays

DATE  TIME OPPONENT

April 8  6:30 p.m. Tampa

April 22 12 p.m. Bradenton

May 13 6:30 p.m. Lakeland

May 27 6:30 p.m. Dunedin

June 10 6:30 p.m. Lakeland

June 24 12 p.m. Jupiter 

2026 Silver Sharks Schedule
DATE  TIME OPPONENT

July 1 6:30 p.m. Fort Myers

July 22 12 p.m. Daytona

August 5 6:30 p.m. Tampa

August 19 6:30 p.m. Dunedin

Sept. 2 6:30 p.m. Fort Myers
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DATE  TIME OPPONENT

April 9 6:30 p.m. Tampa

April 23 6:30 p.m. Bradenton

May 14 6:30 p.m. Lakeland

May 28 6:30 p.m. Dunedin

June 11 6:30 p.m. Lakeland

June 25 6:30 p.m. Jupiter

DATE  TIME OPPONENT

July 2 6:30 p.m. Fort Myers

July 23 6:30 p.m. Daytona

August 6 6:30 p.m. Tampa

August 20 6:30 p.m. Dunedin

Sept. 3 6:30 p.m. Fort Myers

Lil’ Anglers Kids Club Thursdays

The Lil’ Anglers Kids Club will meet on 
Thursday nights in 2026 and is designed 
for children 13 and younger to enjoy the 
fun and excitement of Minor League 
Baseball at BayCare Ballpark. Members 
receive free admission to Thursday home 
games and are invited to Thursday Night 
activities like Phinley’s Birthday Party on 
June 25th.

The Lil’ Anglers Kids Club includes:
• Free Ticket to each of the Threshers’ 
 Thursday Home Games
• Food Voucher on Thursdays –  
 hot dog, chips, drink
• Special Activities
• Exclusive swag bag with a  
 Threshers Baseball Cap,  
 Lil’ Anglers T-Shirt, Threshers  
 Drawstring Bag, and  
 Membership Card
• All for only $25

How Can My Child Join?
Register and pay by card, cash or check 
at the BayCare Box Office or Customer 
Service behind section 106 at BayCare 
Ballpark. 
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Beach Dogs FridaysBeach Dogs Fridays

April 24
Dog tickets benefit

Humane Society of Tampa Bay

May 29
Dog tickets benefits

Morton Plant Mease Health Care Foundation
Pitch for Pink with Crossbody Bag 

Giveaway by Banquet Masters

June 26
Dog tickets benefits

Project PUP

July 24
Dog ticket benefits

Suncoast Animal League

August 21
Dog tickets benefit a local non-profit  

rescue or shelter

September 4
Dog ticket benefits

Humane Society of Tampa Bay

 The Clearwater Beach Dogs are the alternate identity of the Clearwater Threshers. On the 
last Friday home game of the month, Threshers players and staff take the field in Beach Dogs 
uniforms and fans can join in by rocking their favorite Beach Dogs gear. Gates open at 5:30 p.m. 
for the 6:30 p.m. games.
 Beach Dogs Fridays are dog-friendly! On select Beach Dog dates, fans may bring their dog 
into BayCare Ballpark to enjoy the game. Dogs are welcome on the concourse, berm, and in the 
seating bowl, but not permitted in sections 114, 115, or the Club Level.
 Dog tickets are $7 and are available on walk-up. All dog tickets benefit a different local pet 
charity that will be on-site.
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Ryan Degges Lucy May, Bat Dog






