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Club	Read	Participation	Back	to	Pre‐Pandemic	Levels	in	2022	

ALBUQUERQUE,	N.M.	– Dion’s Pizza and the Albuquerque Isotopes recently wrapped up the 2022 season 
of their Club Read program, awarding one local student the grand prize. A record 228 schools participated 
this year, outpacing the previous record of 129 schools in 2019. Participants read 32,526 books over the 
course of the program, which spanned nearly five months from March to July. 

This year, 4,067 first scorecards were submitted both electronically and in-person at Dion’s locations by 
students who each read six books. These students received a free slice of pizza and a second scorecard to 
continue their reading journey.  

"We're thrilled to see the excitement and participation during this year's Club Read program," said Dion's 
CEO, Mark Herman. "This program has become a tradition for many families, and through our partnership 
with the Albuquerque Isotopes, we're proud to support literacy and help build a strong foundation of 
learning for kids in our community." 

Lilia Nassiri (5th grade, Hubert Humphrey Elementary) was this year’s grand prize recipient. She was 
among the 1,354 students who submitted a second scorecard, which required students to read an 
additional six books.  

The school with the most participation was Navajo Elementary in Albuquerque, with a total of 249 
scorecards submitted by its students. The school will receive a Dion’s luncheon for staff and a donation to 
purchase library supplies.  

Nassiri learned of her reward during a surprise visit from Orbit, the Isotopes mascot. Her grand prize 
includes a VIP experience at an Isotopes game, including the honor of throwing out the ceremonial first 
pitch, a customized Isotopes jersey and autographed baseball, Dion’s pizza to enjoy during the game, an 
Amazon Kindle tablet, and gift cards, among other items. 
 
Club Read took place during the 2020 and 2021 school years at a modified capacity. When schools went 
virtual, Dion’s moved quickly to distribute virtual versions of Club Read scorecards to students and created 
an option for students to redeem online when dining rooms were closed. 

About	Dion’s	
Dion’s Pizza was founded in 1978 by Jon Patten and Bill Scott in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Over 44 years, 
the company has grown to 26 stores, employs over 2,000 and has added locations in Colorado and Texas. 
Dion’s provides great food and a place for people to relax and connect with family and friends. We offer 
ease, simplicity and connection amidst the hustle and bustle of busy lives. We hold ourselves to an 
expectation of authenticity and excellence. Our employees, customers, and community members are 
partners in success. For more information, visit www.dions.com, call 505-858-1010, or find us on 
Facebook: facebook.com/DionsPizza,  Twitter & Instagram: @dionspizza. 
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About	the	Albuquerque	Isotopes	
The Albuquerque Isotopes is a Minor League Baseball team based in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  The team, 
which plays in the Pacific Coast League, is the Triple-A affiliate of the Colorado Rockies. For more 
information, visit www.abqisotopes.com. Facebook: facebook.com/ABQTopes, Twitter: @ABQTopes or 
Instagram: @abqtopes. 	
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