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SCHEDULE & PROMOTIONS
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DATE __ PROMOTION

Aug.3  Back to School Celebration

Aug.4  Veterans & Military Appreciation Night and
Threshers Camo Hat Giveaway
by Kelli’s Catering

Aug.5  Fireworks by Coppertail Brewing Co.

Aug. 18 Beach Dogs, Alec Bohm Bobblehead Giveaway
by Coppertail Brewing Co.

Aug. 19 Fireworks by Wawa, The Scout Spectacular

West Divisi East Divisi
CLR Clearwater Threshers DBT Daytona Tortugas

BRD Bradenton Marauders JUP  Jupiter Hammerheads
DUN Dunedin Blue Jays PMB Palm Beach Cardinals

FTM  Fort Myers Mighty Mussels STL  St. Lucie Mets
LAK Lakeland Flying Tigers
TAM Tampa Tarpons

. Home Game I:l Away Game

* Denotes “If Necessary”

DATE  PROMOTION

Sept. 1  Fireworks
Sept.2 Largest & Last Fireworks

2023 CHAMPIONS
WEST DIVISION - FIRST HALF

PLAYOFF SCHEDULE

DIVISION SERIES vs 2nd half West
9/12- Game 1 away
9/14- Game 2 home

9/15- Game 3 home (if necessary)

CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
(if Division Series Winner)
9/17- Game 1 @ East Champ
9/19- Game 2 home
9/20- Game 3 home (if necessary)
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BAYCARE BALLPARK INFORMATION
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Upper Level ONLY
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Sec 206 & 207

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PA and video board announcements can be arranged for a
nominal fee by visiting Guest Services behind Section 106
before the end of the second inning.

ATM

The ATM is located on the first base side of the concourse
behind section 105.

BAGS & BACKPACKS

Bags can be no larger than 16”x16”x8” and will be subject
to inspection upon entry in accordance with Major League
Baseball security regulations. Guests may discard or return
the prohibited items to their vehicle.

BATS

Full-size baseball bats are prohibited from entry by guests
to the ballpark.

BERM SEATING

Berm seating is limited and ticketed. Blankets are permitted
to be brought into the park for berm seating. Chairs, folding
chairs, camp chairs, and the like, are not permitted to be
brought into the park.

CHILD TICKETS

Children 13 and younger qualify for the child’s ticket price.
For children 4 and younger, please see the BayCare Box
Office or a ballpark gate attendant for a complimentary ticket.
CUSTOMER SERVICE & ADVANCE TICKETS

The Customer Service/Advance Tickets window is located on
the first base side of the main concourse behind Section 106.
Guests can report problems, check for lost and found items
and claim prizes at this location. Tickets for future games
may also be purchased here.

FIRST AID

The First Aid office is located on the first base side of the
main concourse behind section 106. Guests can either
report to this office or contact an usher if in need of medical
assistance.

FOOD AND DRINK POLICY

No food, bottles, coolers or cans may be brought into the
ballpark. The Threshers reserve the right to search any
medical or diaper bags entering the ballpark.

FOUL BALLS

Any foul ball hit into the stands may be kept. Guests are not
permitted on the field or to reach into the playing area. Foul
balls may be dangerous, so please be alert at all times and
aware of the potential hazards.

GATES OPEN

Ballpark gates will open one hour prior to scheduled game
time.

HANDICAPPED SEATING

Disabled seating is available all throughout the ballpark.
Limited wheelchair seating is available through the ticket
office in person or on the telephone. One companion seat
is available for purchase with each wheelchair space. An
elevator is available for disabled use on the first base side
of the stadium (South Parking Lot). Drop-off is available on
the West Side of the ballpark (no elevator access here).
Please contact an usher for assistance entering and exiting
the ballpark.

KIDS ZONE

The left-field concourse features a playground and Kids Zone
for our younger guests.

LOST AND FOUND

Located at Customer Service behind Section 106.

SENIOR TICKETS

Seniors 55+ may purchase discounted tickets.

SMOKING

Smoking is prohibited in most areas of the ballpark. Special
smoking sections are marked. Smoking is permitted only on
the concourse bridge by the right field foul pole and the Tiki
Pavilion in left field. For resources to help quit smoking, call
1-877-U-CAN-NOW (1-877-822-6669).

TEAM STORE

The Threshers Team Store, Diamond Outfitters, is located
next to the ballpark’s west entry, and features hats,
apparel and collectibles to satisfy Threshers fans of all
ages. Merchandise available 24 hours a day on-line at
ThreshersBaseball.com.

TIKI PAVILION

The Frenchy’s Tiki Pavilion is located beyond the left field
wall. It features a variety of mixed drinks, beer and wine for
guests 21 and over. Seats in this section are first-come, first-
serve during Threshers season.

WEAPONS

Firearms, weapons, knives, tasers and other dangerous or
hazardous devices or substances (collectively “weapons”)
are prohibited at BayCare Ballpark, unless carried by an on-
duty police officer or otherwise expressly approved by The
Threshers. Anyone bringing such a weapon to the premises
must return it to their vehicle immediately.






THRESHERS FRONT OFFICE

Director, Florida Operations: .........cocceveriiieiiier e John Timberlake
General Manager, Clearwater Threshers: .......ccccccccovieeiiiniienenee, Jason Adams
General Manager, BayCare Ballpark: .........ccocoeviiiiiniiiiiciceeenn, Doug Kemp
Senior Manager, Corporate Partnerships: ..........ccccoovviniieiineenn. Dan McDonough
Assistant GM, Clearwater ThreShers: .........cooccveeeceeiiiieee e Dan Madden
Manager, Ticket Operations: ..........ccccevvrierierieeiie e Patrick Prevelige
Manager, Food and Beverage: .........ccccocvvvvvieiiieeiniiieneec e Justin Gunsaulus
Manager, Community Engagement and Media: .........c.cccccoeviveenee. Robert Stretch
Manager, Promotions and Game Entertainment: ...........cccccooveene Dominic Repper
Manager, CIUBhOUSE: .........ccooiiiiiiii e Justin Glover
Manager, MerchandiSe: ... Shan Isett
Manager, Facility Maintenance: ..........ccccccc v Sean McCarthy
Manager, Facility ServiCes: .........cocvciiiiiiiieiii e Scott Kelyman
Manager, Security Operations: ..........ccoeceveiiieiiiiie e Tim Scott
Manager, Social Media & Fan Engagement: ..........ccccociiviiiiiiinicennens Tori Heck
Assistant Manager, Food and Beverage: ........cccccocvverieeeinneeenen e Mike O’Soro
Assistant Manager, Ticket Operations: .........cccocoevverieeiieeneenene. Shaylyn Edwards
Assistant Manager, Merchandise: .........cccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiene e, Cara Christison
Assistant Manager, Group Sales: .......cccccvvveiiiieeiiiee e Victoria Phipps
Assistant Manager, Business Operations: .........ccocceeiiieeiniieieniiieesnieeene Nick Kelly
Assistant Manager, Security Operations: ...........cccceeviieeeiiieenne. James Von Dras
Corporate Sales ASSOCIALE: ........cciueriieeiiieiee e Cory Sipe
Coordinator, CONCESSIONS: .......coeieeeeeetereteeeee e e e Alyssa Winans
Coordinator, GraphiC DeSigN: ........ccceceiriiiieeiii e Jill Brush
Coordinator, War€hOUSE: ...........coeiiiiiiiiiiieiieee e Steve Piatek
Coordinator, Security Operations: ........ccccceeriieenniei e Ceci Marceau
Coordinator, Ballpark Operations: ..........ccccvcveeiiieeeniie e Will Priest
Operations ASSISTANT: ........ceeiiiiiieiii e Austin Joyce
(0] 01T =i o] o L= PP PR PP URUPRP Zane Yurecka
COMMUNITY: et Riley O’'Neal
Executive Suites Chef: ... Jim Blades
Suites CoordiNator: ........ceiiiiiieii e Jaime Estes
SUIES COOK: ... Greg Baker
Office MANAGET: ....eiiiiiieieie e e Leslie Henley
Grounds Crew Field SUPErVISOr: .........ccccviiiiiiiiiieiie e Ray Sayre
GroUNAS CrEW: ...eoiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt e Mikey Klinger
GrouNds CrEW: ....ccceiiiiieiiiirie ettt Lance Weber
Grounds CreW: .......ccoociiiiiiiiie e e Cody Deegan
MaINTENANCE: ....oeiiiiiieeie e Bobby Hobgood
BroadCaster: .......cocciiiiiiieiee et e Josh Sperber
Phinley, Entertainment Representative: ...........cccccoiiiiiiiiiciiece, Dave Deas

10



Find new and exciting things
to do and trusted places to €&
and drink at tampabay.com.

SUBSCRIBE TO

Campa Bay Times

Enjoy even more recommendations
on the best things to do and see around
Tampa Bay when you subscribe to the

Tampa Bay Times weekly Top 5 newsletter.



MARTY MALLOY
MANAGER

Born: Gainesville, FL... Resides: Trenton, FL... Former infielder.
Spent two years as minor league infield coordinator (2020-21)
before returning to manage Clearwater (A) in the second half of
the 2021 season. Previously served as a minor league manager
for three years with Clearwater (2019) and Lakewood (A, 2017-
18). Was the 2022 winner of the John Vukovich Award. Prior to
joining the Phillies, spent four years (2013-16) with the Houston
Astros, including three years as the manager for their Gulf Coast
League (R) team, one year as the GCL hitting coach and one year as the Florida Instructional
League coordinator. Also coached at the amateur level as head coach (two years) and vol-
unteer assistant (six years) for Trenton High School and six years as an infield instructor at

Gatorball Baseball Academy in Gainesville, Fla. Played 12 years (1992-2003), including his
first eight in the Atlanta Braves minor league system.
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THRESHERS FIELD STAFF

MATT HOCKENBERRY

PITCHING COACH
Born: Dillsburg, PA... Resides:
Philadelphia, PA... Former pitcher.
Is in his sixth season as a coach at
the professional level, his first with
Clearwater (A) after one with Reading
(AA) and three with Lakewood/Jersey
Shore (A). Began his coaching career
in 2019 with the Gulf Coast League
Phillies West (R). Was selected by the
Phillies in the ninth round of the June
2014 draft out of Temple University
(PA) and went 12-5 with 28 saves
and a 3.38 ERAin 131 professional
games, all in relief. Pitched as high
as the double-A level in his four-year
playing career.

CHRIS HEINTZ

HITTING COACH
Born: Syosset, NY... Resides: Tampa,
FL... Former catcher. Joined the
Phillies player development staff
before the 2018 season as a Gulf
Coast League (R) coach before being
promoted to Clearwater (A) for the
2020 season. Named assistant hitting
coordinator in March 2021 and spent
two years in that position before re-
turning to Clearwater as hitting coach
prior to the 2023 season. Assistant
coach for the University of South
Florida 2010-14. Appeared in 34 major
league games for the Twins over three
seasons (2005-07) after being se-
lected by the Chicago White Sox in the
19th round of the June 1996 draft. In
2013, was inducted into the USF Hall
of Fame. Graduated from Countryside
High School in Clearwater, Fla.

SAMANTHA MYERS

ATHLETIC TRAINER
Born: Walnut Creek, CA... Re-
sides: Pittsburg, CA... Joined
Clearwater (A) as athletic
trainer for 2023 after spend-
ing the 2022 season on the
major league staff as medical
operations liaison. Originally
joined the Phillies as an athletic
trainer in 2020 assigned to
the academy in the Dominican
Republic. Is a 2018 graduate of

Sacramento State University (CA) with a degree in kinesiol-
ogy and athletic training and attained her master’s degree

in applied exercise science and human movement science

from Concordia University.
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MYCAL JONES

POSITION COACH
Born: Jacksonville, FL... Resides:
Kissimmee, FL... Former infielder/
outfielder. Joined Clearwater (A) in
2023 after spending one season
(2022) as bench/position coach for
Reading (AA) and two years (2020-21)
as a coach in the Gulf Coast/Florida
Complex League (R). Worked in the
Houston Astros system as a coach
for Corpus Christi (AA) in 2018. Was
a fourth-round selection of the Atlanta
Braves in the June ‘09 draft, playing
seven minor league seasons in their
organization. Began coaching youth
baseball in 2013 at Big Diamond Ath-
letics (2013-15) and the Florida Ath-
letic Development Center (2016-17).
Earned his Associate of Arts degree in
communication, public relations, from
Miami-Dade College (FL) in 2009.

JOSEPH MIRANDA

STRENGTH & CONDITIONING
Born: Cincinnati, OH...
Resides: Maryville, TN... In his
first season with Clearwater
(A). Graduated from Maryville
College (TN) with a bachelor’s
degree in physical education
in 2011. Earned his master’s
degree in exercise science from
George Washington University
(DC). Is a certified strength and
conditioning specialist (CSCS)

and registered strength and conditioning coach (RCSS),
among other certifications.
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SAMUEL ALDEGHERI
#9

LHP

B/T: L/L

HT: 6’1” | WT: 185

BORN: September 19, 2001
HOMETOWN: Verona, Italy
2022 CLUB: FCL

EMAARION BOYD
#23

OF

B/T: RIR

HT: 6’17 | WT: 177

BORN: August 22, 2003
HOMETOWN: Batesville, MS
2022 CLUBS: FCL, Clearwater

MATT ALIFANO
144

INF

BIT: RIR

HT: 6'2” | WT: 196

BORN: December 31, 2000
HOMETOWN: Center Moriches, NY
2022 CLUB: Clearwater

JEAN CABRERA
#e

RHP

B/T: RIR

HT: 6-1 | WT: 160

BORN: October 20, 2001
HOMETOWN: Maracay, VZ
2022 CLUB: Clearwater

WILLIAM BERGOLLA
#2

INF

BIT: LIR

HT: 511”7 | WT: 165

BORN: October 20, 2004
HOMETOWN: Valencia, Venezuela
2022 CLUB: DSL

EIBERSON
CASTELLANO
%46

RHP

BIT:RIR

HT: 6’3" | WT: 195

BORN: May 9, 2001

HOMETOWN: Maracaibo, Venezuela
2022 CLUB: Clearwater

JOSH BORTKA
#43

RHP

BIT: RIR

HT: 6’5”| WT: 225

BORN: July 12, 1999
HOMETOWN: Kansas City, MO
2022 CLUBS: FCL, Clearwater

CHAD CASTILLO
$24

INF

B/T: LIR

HT: 6-4 | WT: 225

BORN: April 19, 2000
HOMETOWN: Santa Ana, CA
2022 CLUB: Clearwater







JUSTIN CRAWFORD
#3

OF

B/T: LIR

HT: 6’3” | WT: 175

BORN: January 13, 2004

HOMETOWN: Las Vegas, NV
2022 CLUBS: Clearwater, FCL

DANIEL HARPER
#M8

RHP

BIT: RIR

HT: 6’4" | WT: 225

BORN: June 1, 1999
HOMETOWN: Merriam, KS
2022 CLUB: Clearwater

JORDAN DISSIN
¥7
C

B/T: RIR

HT: 6’3” | WT: 185

BORN: May 29, 2002
HOMETOWN: Mission Viejo, CA
2022 CLUB: FCL

JONH HENRIQUEZ
%6

RHP

B/T: RIR

HT: 6-0 | WT: 187

BORN: October 30, 1999
HOMETOWN: San Francisco de
Macoris, DR

2022 CLUB: DSL

BRAEDEN
FAUSNAUGHT
#35

LHP

B/T: L/IL

HT: 6-3 | WT: 235

BORN: July 29, 1999
HOMETOWN: Ephrata, PA
2022 CLUB: FCL

ESTIBENZON
JIMENEZ
431

RHP

B/T: RIR

HT: 6-1 | WT: 172

BORN: January 25, 2002
HOMETOWN: San Felipe, VZ
2022 CLUBS: FCL, Clearwater

CADE FERGUS
#7

OF

B/T: RIR

HT: 6-3 | WT: 195

BORN: August 22, 2000
HOMETOWN: Plantation, FL
2022 CLUB: Clearwater

NATHAN KARAFFA
%22

RHP

BIT: RIR

HT: 6‘1” | WT: 200

BORN: January 4, 2001
HOMETOWN: Toronto, OH
2022 CLUB: None







OTTO KEMP
#9

INF

B/T: RIR

HT: 6°0” | WT: 185

BORN: September 9, 1999
HOMETOWN: Capistrano Beach,
CA

2022 CLUBS: FCL, Clearwater

COLE MOORE
428

INF

B/T: LIR

HT: 6-2 | WT: 215

BORN: June 14, 1999
HOMETOWN: Georgetown, TX
2022 CLUB: FCL

RYAN LEITCH
452
c

B/T: RIR

HT: 6-1 | WT: 195

BORN: August 26, 2001
HOMETOWN: Whitby, Ontario,
CAN

2022 CLUB: Clearwater

SETH NIGHTINGALE
#29

RHP

BIT: RIR

HT: 6’5” | WT: 224

BORN: September 10, 1999
HOMETOWN: Finksburg, MD
2022 CLUB: None

ALEX MCFARLANE
%47

RHP

B/T: RIR

HT: 6’4” | WT: 215

BORN: June 9, 2001
HOMETOWN: St. Thomas, VI
2022 CLUB: Clearwater

WEN-HUI PAN
%38

RHP

B/T: RIR

HT: 6-3 | WT: 220

BORN: September 19, 2002
HOMETOWN: Taoyuen, TW
2022 CLUB: None

OSWALD MEDINA
#45

RHP

BIT: RIR

HT: 510" | WT: 147

BORN: December 2, 2001
HOMETOWN: Puerto Cabello,
Venezuela

2022 CLUBS: FCL, Clearwater

JONATHAN PETIT
#40

RHP

B/T: RIR

HT: 6-1 | WT: 185

BORN: April 19, 2001
HOMETOWN: Naguanagua,
vz

2022 CLUB: FCL







FELIX REYES
#50

INF/OF

B/T: RIR

HT: 6-4 | WT: 215

BORN: March 26, 2001
HOMETOWN: Bani, DR
2022 CLUBS: FCL, Clearwater

EDUAR SEGOVIA
48

RHP

B/T: RIR

HT: 6-1 | WT: 210

BORN: January 10, 2001
HOMETOWN: Cabimas, VZ
2022 CLUB: None

BRYAN RINCON
#5

INF

B/T: SIR

HT: 5117 | WT: 185

BORN: February 8, 2004
HOMETOWN: Pittsburgh, PA
2022 CLUB: FCL

JORDAN VIARS
#33

OF

BI/T: L/IL

HT: 6’4” | WT: 215

BORN: July 18, 2003
HOMETOWN: Prosper, TX
2022 CLUBS: FCL, Clearwater

RICARDO ROSARIO
¥37

OF

B/T: RIR

HT: 6-0 | WT: 170

BORN: February 8, 2003

HOMETOWN: Maracay, VZ
2022 CLUBS: DSL, FCL

ANDREW WALLING
#M

LHP

BI/T: L/IL

HT: 6’3” | WT: 220

BORN: October 29, 1999
HOMETOWN: Vancouver, WA
2022 CLUBS: FCL, Clearwater

TROY SCHREFFLER
44

OF

BIT: RIR

HT: 6’1” | WT: 190

BORN: October 27, 2000
HOMETOWN: Harrisburg, PA
2022 CLUB: Clearwater

DANNY WILKINSON
%48

LHP

B/T: L/IL

HT: 6-1 | WT: 190

BORN: October 19, 2000
HOMETOWN: Scotch Plains, NJ
2022 CLUB: None
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AND THEN

ARTOURS CLEARWATER

Free Daily

Take Downtown Clearwater’s new walking
tour of four augmented reality (AR)
enhanced murals using our new app.
Visit: downtownclearwater.com/ARTours

THE BEAUTY AND INSPIRATION OF CUBA
Now through Oct. 31

100 N. Osceola Ave.

Experience two new Cuba-inspired

exhibits in Downtown Clearwater

featuring legendary photographer Clyde
Butcher and local Tampa Bay artists:

“CUBA: The Natural Beauty — The
Photographic Expeditions of Clyde Butcher”
Experience the natural beauty of Cuba
through the lens of legendary photographer
Clyde Butcher, with his iconic black and
white monumental photographs.

“El Arte: Echoes of Cuba”
Experience Cuba as inspired by
19 local Tampa Bay artists.

@ CLEARWATER

THE SOUND AT COACHMAN PARK
July 4 - Clearwater Celebrates America:
Classic car show, farmers market,
fireworks accompanied by The Florida
Orchestra, silent disco, and more.

July 7 - Sad Summer Festival 2023: Taking
Back Sunday, The Maine, PVRIS, Mom
Jeans, Stand Atlantic with special guests
L.S. Dunes, Hot Mulligan and Cliffdiver.

July 15 - Fox News star, political satirist,
humorist, and author Greg Gutfeld.

July 21 - The Big Big Love Tour 2023
featuring Michael Franti.

July 24 - Ruth Eckerd Hall On The Road
presents Goo Goo Dolls, with special
guest O.A.R.

July 29 - GRAMMY® winner and Rock
& Roll Hall of Fame member John Fogerty

joined by his sons Shane and Tyler,
and their band Hearty Har.

THE SOUND




2023 THRESHERS STATISTICS
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The Clearwater Beach Dogs are the alternate identity of the Clearwater Threshers. On the last Friday
home game of the month, Threshers players and staff take the field in Beach Dogs uniforms and fans
can join in by rocking their favorite Beach Dogs gear. Gates open at 5:30 p.m. for the 6:30 p.m. games.

Beach Dogs Fridays are also dog-friendly! On the select Beach Dog dates, fans may bring their dog into
BayCare Ballpark to enjoy the game. Dog tickets are $7 and available walk-up, the dog tickets benefit a
different local pet charity that will be on-site.

The Philadelphia Phillies’ Clearwater Single-A minor league affiliate was known as the Clearwater
Phillies at Jack Russell Memorial Stadium from 1985-2003. The Threshers debuted at Bright House
Networks Field (now BayCare Ballpark) in 2004. The Beach Dogs premier came in 2018, having previ-
ously been the 2004 runner-up to the club’s new Threshers moniker.

Beach Dogs Fridays

May 19th
Dog tickets benefit SPCA Tampa Bay, Coors Light Cooler Giveaway,
postgame concert by Uncle John’s Band (the southeast’s premier Grateful Dead experience,
presented by Truly Hard Seltzer)

June 16th
Dog tickets benefit Project PUP (Pets Uplifting People), Phillie Phanatic Visit,

Shoe Slides Giveaway by Gulfview Plumbing

July 21st
Dog tickets benefit K9 Partners for Patriots, Christmas in July with
Ornament Giveaway by Todd’s A/C & Refrigeration

August 18th
Dog tickets benefit The Humane Society of Pinellas, Alec Bohm Bobblehead
Giveaway by Coppertail Brewing Co.
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PHILLIES AFFILIATES

LEHIGH VALLEY IRONPIGS
Triple-A International League
Phillies affiliate since 2008
Venue: Coca-Cola Park
President & General Manager: Kurt Landes
Manager: Anthony Contreras
Office Address:

1050 IronPigs Way
Allentown, PA 18109
Phone: (610) 841-7447
Website: ironpigsbaseball.com

JERSEY SHORE BLUECLAWS
High-A South Atlantic League
Phillies affiliate since 2000
Venue: ShoreTown Ballpark
President & General Manager: Joe Ricciutti
Manager: Greg Brodzinski
Office Address:

2 Stadium Way
Lakewood, NJ 08701
Phone: (732) 901-7000
Website: blueclaws.com

30

READIN

™

READING FIGHTIN PHILS
Double-A Eastern League
Phillies affiliate since 1967

Venue: FirstEnergy Stadium
General Manager: Scott Hunsicker
Manager: Al Pedrique
Office Address:

1900 Centre Avenue/RT 61 South
Reading, PA 19605
Phone: (610) 375-8469
Website: fightins.com

CLEARWATER THRESHERS
Single-A Florida State League
Phillies affiliate since 1985
Venue: BayCare Ballpark
General Manager: Jason Adams
Manager: Marty Malloy
Office Address:

601 N Old Coachman Road
Clearwater, FL 33765
Phone: 727-712-4400
Website: threshersbaseball.com






THRESHERS AUG. & SEPT. OPPONENTS
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Braeden Fausnaught
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Player Spotlight: Jean Cabrera

By Josh Sperber

When you hear the word “academy” what do you picture? In the United States, many would probably
say some kind of elite preparatory school with a focus on rigorous academics. While that may be

the case for some schools, there are academies across the world that focus primarily on developing
elite athletes. While better known in European countries for big soccer teams like Real Madrid and
Manchester City, there are baseball academies across the Americas that develop elite baseball play-
ers, many of whom have gone on to play in the major leagues. Venezuela, where baseball has become
so deeply engrained into the culture and society, is home to many of the best baseball academies that
have produced big leaguers such as Miguel Cabrera. With many former Venezuelan big leaguers in-
clined to give back to their communities, newer academies continue to grow in Venezuela, providing
more opportunities to develop and discover future stars. Jean Cabrera was given a chance at one of
the newer baseball academies, and dreams of being the one to help launch it into the spotlight as he
begins his professional career.
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Jean Cabrera is from Maracay, Venezuela, home
of former all-stars such as Miguel Cabrera, Jose
Altuve and Jesus Aguilar. He was introduced

to baseball early on by his cousin and began to
play organized baseball when he was just four
years old. “I’m very grateful for him because he
was one of my biggest supporters aside from my
parents,” said Cabrera of his connection with

his cousin. “He’s one of the reasons I got into
the academy and ended up getting a chance with
the Phillies.” Though Jean’s cousin ended his
own baseball career in 2017, Jean himself was
recognized as a budding star at an early age, get-
ting a chance to play for elite baseball academies
before he was 13. There were some established
academies in his area, but he chose the newer
David Concepcién Academy in Cagua, that

was open just a little more than a year when he
enrolled.

The academy Jean attended was named for
legendary Reds shortstop and Venezuelan Dave
Concepcién, who played all his nineteen years in

the majors for Cincinnati and was an everyday
starter on the famous “Big Red Machine,” finish-
ing his career with two silver sluggers, five gold
gloves and nine all-star selections. The academy
boasts many coaches with extensive professional
experience around the United States and Mexico.
For Cabrera, it was not just the talented coaching
staff that attracted him to the newer academy, it
was their belief in him as a player and a person.
“They gave me a chance to pitch. I only ever
wanted to be a pitcher,” said Cabrera of his start
at the academy. “When I got there, [ was only
throwing 79-80 and they committed to work
with me. They gave me a home and because of
my time there I improved my mechanics, really
every aspect of my pitching and helped me real-
ize my dream.” With just eight pitchers having
signed contracts with Major League Organiza-
tions at the time Cabrera enrolled, he let the
DCA's belief in him drive his pro beginnings,
increasing his fastball velocity by over ten miles
per hour with the training he received.
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Jean’s primary focus has always been on learn-
ing, improving and honing his craft. Professional
baseball was always the goal, but navigating the
landscape of the major and minor leagues was

a challenge that he did not foresee. “Before I
signed in the states I didn’t think about the dif-
ferent leagues,” said Cabrera of his prior knowl-
edge of the minors. “I just wanted to sign with a
big-league team.” While major league baseball is
easily available across the globe the same is not
always true about minor league baseball. With
Jean focused consistently on getting his game

to an elite level, the minor league journey was
new to him when he signed with Phillies in July
of 2019. Cabrera didn’t begin his minor league
career until 2021, due in part to the COVID-19
pandemic, when he was assigned to the Domini-
can Summer League Phillies White Squad. “I
didn’t really know the breakdown of levels in
the minors until I got to the DSL and was able

to learn about it from some of the other guys.” It
was there that Cabrera began his pro career and
began to learn the ins and outs of professional
baseball in unfamiliar terrain.

Watching Cabrera play in the DSL, you wouldn’t
know that he was new to the organization or
even to professional baseball. He allowed just
nine earned runs in 13 starts, pitching over 50
innings in his first professional season with 61
strikeouts and only 10 walks. His talent was
recognized in his home country of Venezuela,
earning a spot in the prestigious Venezuelan
Winter League with los Tiburones de la Guaira.
Though the team finished in last place in the
2021-22 season, Cabrera was able to train with
and learn from some seasoned veterans includ-
ing five-year MLB veteran José Martinez, and
seven-year vet Junior Guerra, two other pitchers
on La Guaira’s staff. Jean was a sponge with his
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teammates and the experienced coaching
staff, soaking up any and all advice as he
used the winter season to continue improv-
ing his game. “Some of the advice that
these vets would always tell the new guys
that you need to keep rising in your career
and will always have to fight to maintain
your position if/when you get to the bigs.”
That proved especially true during the
2023 season, as Cabrera moved between
the bullpen and starting rotation in his
second season with the Threshers.

Wherever and whenever Cabrera has
pitched in 2023, he has been an instru-
mental part of the Threshers success. As

a starter, he has been an innings-eater for
the Threshers and won some huge games,
as well as setting some personal and team
milestones. On May 18th, Cabrera struck
out a career-best nine batters, the most by
any Threshers pitcher in the first half of the
season. He has pitched multiple innings at
a time out of the bullpen, recording a four-
inning save and routinely shutting down
opposing bats late in the game. His success
was instrumental in helping the Thresh-
ers clinch the First-Half Championship in
the West Division. But like the rest of the
squad, Cabrera has higher aspirations than
just being the First-Half Winners. “I just
want to keep winning and playing hard,”
said Cabrera of his goals for the second
half. “As great as this season has been, it
wouldn’t feel the same if we don’t end up
as champions this year.” Cabrera’s passion
for the game and his talent on the mound
have been very evident in his two-year
career in Clearwater, and there is no telling
how far that can take him. He aims to be
the first pitcher from the David Concep-
cién Academy to reach the major leagues,
and that may only be the beginning of
what Jean Cabrera can accomplish.
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FLORIDA STATE LEAGUE

WEST DIVISION

Bradenton Marauders
(941) 747-3031
bradentonmarauders.com
Clearwater Threshers
(727) 712-4300
threshersbaseball.com

Dunedin Blue Jays

(727) 733-9302

dunedinbluejays.com

Fort Myers Mighty Mussels
(239) 768-4210
mightymussels.com

Lakeland Flying Tigers
(863) 686-8075
lakelandflyingtigers.com

Tampa Tarpons
(813) 673-3055
tarponsbaseball.com
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FORT MYERS

FRANTOIT

USHELG

Bk

EAST DIVISION

Daytona Tortugas
(386) 257-3172
daytonatortugas.com

Jupiter Hammerheads
(561) 775-1818
jupiterhammerheads.com

Palm Beach Cardinals
(561) 775-1818
palmbeachcardinals.com

St.Lucie Mets
(772) 871-2100
stluciemets.com






Player Spotlight: Emaarion Boyd
Going With the Flow, Playing Like a Pro
How Emaarion Boyd’s “Just Showing What I Can Do” Attitude Turned him into a Breakout Star
By Josh Sperber

Becoming a professional athlete is hard work. It seems like an obvious thing to say but the
process of training and working hard to get to the professional level is difficult in every sense
of the word. Some are born into it, some train their entire lives to get there and many more go
through similar levels of training without ever reaching that goal. The mental aspect of turning
pro often goes overlooked, and it seems that no two players have the same approach. The desire
and the pressure can prove too much for some, but others use that to fuel them. There are even
some who can seemingly shrug off the intensity of the grind that it takes to turn and stay a pro,
one of whom has been a star for the Threshers this season: Emaarion Boyd. The league-leader
in stolen bases has an easygoing mindset that has helped him throughout his athletic career, and
possibly even more in his first full season as a professional baseball player in the Philadelphia
Phillies organization.
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From a young age, Emaarion was always playing sports. As a child, he began playing football and
basketball early on, and switched to baseball when he was around six. His family were all athletes
as well, primarily in softball, basketball and track. Boyd was a natural athlete and loved play-

ing sports as soon as he got started. “Everybody wanted me on their team because I was fast and
athletic” said Boyd of his experiences playing sports as a kid. His speed and athleticism helped him
excel in whatever sport he played, and he loved to play them all. With evident skills in multiple
sports early on, Emaarion’s biggest motivation wasn’t always to go pro, it was just to get playing
time and showcase his advanced abilities as much as he could.

In basketball he was able to play all five positions well, but it was clear from early on that it was
baseball where Boyd shined the brightest. “They never started me in football so I asked my sister
if I could play baseball and they looked at me crazy but signed me up,” said Boyd of his begin-
nings in baseball. “My first year I went to all-stars, and it just took off from there.” He began as an
infielder in baseball, and advanced quickly, making the high school varsity baseball team at South
Panola High School in his hometown of Batesville, Mississippi when he was in eighth grade. His
advanced speed made him an ideal outfielder, and his coach switched him to outfield to maximize
his potential.

Boyd’s high school coach was not the only one who noticed his athletic potential. Emaarion was
being recruited by colleges since he was in middle school. He was playing for the elite travel team,
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East Baseball Club, went to multiple show-
cases and schools took notice at a young age.
“I did have a lot of [college] offers in eighth
grade but I didn’t know too much about it,”
said Boyd of his early recruitment. The atten-
tion he attracted as a baseball player led to
him stopping playing other sports competi-
tively by his sophomore year of high school,
allowing him to focus more on his budding
baseball career.

With the college recruitment process begin-
ning early it was not long before professional
baseball scouts started to take notice as well.
His skills at South Panola and the EBC earned
him invitations to All-American Showcases
throughout his high school career. But for
Emaarion, it just meant more chances to play
the game he loves. “It was just people telling
me I have a chance,” Boyd said of his aspira-
tions to go pro. “When I was young, it was a
dream, but I was just letting everything hap-
pen.” Some people in any field can let success
go to their heads, Emaarion Boyd is not one

of them. His hard work backs up his talent and
athleticism as he continues to earn a chance to
play baseball at a high level. He had a lot of
success in high school, finishing his five years
on varsity with a career batting average well
above .300, and the attention from profes-
sional scouts continued to increase.

By his senior year, Boyd had led his South
Panola High School team to great success,
making the state playoffs in his final season.
Unfortunately, a wrist injury forced him to
exit his final high school game early, and

his Tigers bowed out of the postseason. As
unfortunate as ending a stellar career on a loss
can be, Boyd, his family and coaches were
all very confident in his chances to turn pro
and be selected in the upcoming 2022 MLB
draft. To celebrate, his high school manager
threw a party for him to watch the first day
of the MLB draft, hoping Boyd would be
selected. After he wasn’t selected on day one,
they threw a smaller party on the second day,
where he again remained unchosen in the
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draft. “After the third day, we really didn’t
do anything, just laying around the house and
stuff and I just ended up getting a call.” It
seemed a good metaphor for the early stages
of his career; no big draft day celebration,
just quiet contemplation with his family and
relief that he was able to realize his dream of
becoming a professional athlete.

About five days after he was drafted, Boyd
reported to Clearwater to begin training with
the Phillies. Less than a month after the draft,
he debuted for the FCL Phillies, hitting a
single and working a walk in two at-bats in
his professional debut. Boyd’s athleticism
translated exceptionally well to the Complex
League, reaching base in eight of his first nine
games of rookie ball with seven stolen bases.
He was quickly promoted to the Thresh-

ers, playing just two games but finishing the
season 3-7 with one run scored and one stolen
base. It was a small sample size, common for
high school players in their first season fresh
off the draft, but it was clear that the Phillies
had a tremendous young talent on their hands.

Emaarion is not one to think too far ahead
when it comes to his career, with his main
goals centering around winning and just con-
tinuing to play baseball and get better as much
as he can. But with a great team around him in
Clearwater, the sky is the limit. “Everybody is
strong, connected, lovable and just together.”
The Threshers team unity is something that
Boyd says is unparalleled to what he has
experienced in the past, and it shows on the
field. As for Boyd himself, he has shined in
his first full season as a pro, leading the Flor-
ida State League in stolen bases for almost

the entire 2023 season and ranks among the
leaders in runs scored and on-base percent-
age as well. He has shined on defense, having
among the fewest errors on a Threshers team

that has paced the league in fielding percent-
age this season. With speed being an obvious
asset, Boyd’s defense is strong as well, and

he hopes to win multiple gold gloves in the
major leagues. The potential, the skills and the
athleticism are certainly there, but Emaarion
Boyd will just keep “showing what [he] can
do” as he works towards achieving his goals
and building a long career in professional
baseball.
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All-You-Care-To-Eat menu for 2 ¥ hours!
Hot Dogs, Hamburgers, Cheesburgers, Peanuts,
Popcorn, Chips, Ice Cream Sandwiches, Soft Drinks,
Bottled Water — and $3.00 16 oz Draft Beer
Picnic Terrace Seating
Video Board Message
$14.50/person Sunday-Friday
$15.50/person Saturdays & July 4th

All-You-Care-To-Eat menu for 2 V2 hours!
Hot Dogs, Slider Burgers, BBQ Pulled Chicken, Black
Beans & Corn, Peanuts, Ice Cream Sandwiches, Chips,
Soft Drinks, Bottled Water
$3.00 Draft Beer — Liquor Service Available
Covered area on the exclusive Club Level
Video Board Message
$19.50/person Sunday-Friday
$20.50/person Saturdays & July 4th

Group Size Premium Box Field Box
15-49 $8.00 $6.00
50+ $7.00 $5.00



Natural Gas

[t’'s The Natural Choice!

The difference is clear — save up to 51% annually

when using natural gas energy!

ELECTRIC COSTS
NATURAL GAS COSTS

Water Heating $151 -oo $43 0l97

Cooking ® $52.85 $141.50
s196.30 ©683.80

$75.50
*188.75

Heating/Furnace

Clothes Drying

Spa Heating

y >

Clearwater Gas System
Live Greener with Gas ﬁ BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL - BAY TO BEACH

~

Call Clearwater Gas System at (727) 562-4980 to switch to energy efficient
natural gas and/or visit our website at www.clearwatergas.com



2023 Threshers Playoff Preview

A Fantastic First Half
How the Clearwater Threshers Dominated the Florida State League En Route to a Playoff Spot
By Josh Sperber

Emaarion Boyd, Cade Fergus, Justin Crawford lead the Threshers in 2023 Playoffs.

It is not uncommon for coaches and players to talk about a special team before their season
starts. It is uncommon for a team to be consistently levels above the rest in their respective
league and even division. Both of these situations can be applied to the 2023 Clearwater
Threshers, the first team in the minor leagues to clinch a playoff spot this season. The
Threshers finished the first half with a 44-21 record, nine games clear of the rest of the
West Division and seven games ahead of the Palm Beach Cardinals, who clinched the East
Division First Half Championship. In addition, the Threshers finished the first half with the
best winning percentage in all of baseball, major leagues included, winning over 2/3 of the
65 games played in the first half of the season. Through injuries and call ups, the Thresh-
ers continued to cement their status as one of the best teams in the minor leagues. They
kept their record among the best through the first month of the final half of 2023, and at the
top of the Florida State League West with their playoff spot secured for the first time since
2018. Improving on a last-place finish in 2022, the Clearwater Threshers have been a force
to be reckoned with in the 2023 season.
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Pitcher Samuel Aldegheri

The Threshers began their first series on
the road in Bradenton, losing Opening Day
against the Marauders 3-2 after surrender-
ing the first three runs of the game. Their
bounce back on day two of the season was
nothing short of historic. “There’s so many
games in the season, it’s really easy to see a
first game loss but the guys did a great job
of sticking to the process and playing their
best ball, and I think that’s a big reason that
game two turned out the way it did,” said
Andrew Walling of the Threshers pitching
performance. He threw a scoreless inning
in a 3-0 victory for the Threshers, in which
the team struck out 17 batters and pitched
the fifth no-hitter in Threshers history. The
Threshers won game three of the series the
next day to clinch the season-opening three-
game set against a Marauders team that
finished second in the West standings at the
end of the first half of 2023.

The Threshers won two of their first three
games at home and ended up splitting

their inaugural home series against the

Fort Myers Mighty Mussels three games
apiece. Their first full six-game road trip
was in Tampa against the Tarpons, and
that’s where things really started to click.
Clearwater took three of the first four games
in Tampa, but game number five of the
series ended in heartbreaking fashion. After
scoring three runs in the top of the ninth

on two home runs, the Threshers recorded
one out in the bottom of the ninth on a
sacrifice fly and lost on a Tarpons’ wall-
scraping walk-off home run that cleared
the short porch in right field by a matter of
inches. That seemed to light a fire under
the Threshers, who responded by scoring a
then-season-high seven runs in the second
inning of Sunday’s game on April 23rd. The
Threshers won that game 12-3, one of their
largest margins of victory of the season and
clinched the series four games to two.

With their first six-game series victory in
hand, the Threshers returned to Clearwater
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Otto Kemp

as a confident team, and went on an unparal-
leled run. Their second home series of the
season began a twelve-game homestand, with
the first six games against the St. Lucie Mets.
The Threshers won all six games of the series,
rarely trailing against their first East Division
foe of the season with only one game decided
by fewer than three runs. It helped Gabriel
Rincones Jr. become the first Thresher to be
named Florida State League Player of the
Week following the St. Lucie series, finishing
the week with multiple hits in all five games
he played against the Mets, driving in six runs
with two homers and two doubles.

The magic continued against the Lakeland

Flying Tigers the following week, capping
back-to-back homestands with twelve wins in
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twelve games to give them the longest win-
ning streak of the FSL season - a mark that
still stands through the month of July. The
Threshers ended that series with four-straight
walk-off victories, coming back from deficits
in the ninth repeatedly to secure the sweep of
the homestand. The Phillies took notice of the
team’s success in the first month of the sea-
son, naming Rincones Jr. and Orion Kerkering
the Minor League Player and Pitcher of the
Month for the organization in April. Rincones
Jr. belted four home runs and ten RBIs with a
.930 OPS in April and Kerkering finished the
month with an average of over one strikeout
per inning and not allowing an earned run.

In the minor leagues, team success usually
leads to player promotions, and that became
a reality for the Threshers after the 13-game
win streak. Caleb Ricketts, the team’s start-
ing catcher, and Kerkering were called up

to High-A Jersey Shore after a strong first
month with the Threshers, with Kerkering
leading the Florida State League in saves at
the time of his exit and Ricketts leading the
league in batting average and placing third
in RBIs upon the time of their call-ups. Their
well-earned promotions didn’t slow down
the Threshers, who won a season-high 18 of
25 games played in the month of May and
finished the opening two months of the season
with a double-digit lead atop the West Divi-
sion.

Clearwater kept cruising at the start of June,
losing just one series before clinching the first
half and heading into their final six-game road
trip needing four wins over then-second-place
Fort Myers to guarantee their first postseason
berth since 2018. Clearwater responded by
winning three of the first four games in Fort






Myers to get on the cusp of clinching by

the weekend. They lost on Friday night and
surrendered an early 2-0 lead in another po-
tential clincher on Saturday. With their backs
against the wall, the Threshers scored six of
the game’s final seven runs after the sixth
inning, securing their first playoff spot in
five years in a decisive 8-4 win. Clearwater’s
success at home was a massive part of their
advantage over the rest of the Florida state
league, winning 26 of their first 30 games at
home in the first half of the season.

Throughout the season, the Threshers have
maintained one of the best records in the
entirety of baseball, not just the minor
leagues. The Threshers were among the first
six teams in the minors and the majors to
reach 50 wins and the first to do so below
the AAA level. That milestone is especially
impressive since the AAA and MLB seasons
opened two weeks before the Threshers
season opener on April 8th. In the second
half, despite losing multiple key players

to Jersey Shore promotions, the Threshers
have remained within one game of the best
second half record and have maintained

the best overall record in the Florida State
League since early May. They have had
success against both divisions, highlighted
by a series victory of five games to one over
the East First Half Champion Palm Beach
Cardinals in their lone matchup in July. No
matter how much success this team has had,
it is clear that the Threshers have only one
goal in mind. “As great as this season has
been, it wouldn’t feel the same if we don’t
end up as champions this year,” said Thresh-
ers pitcher Jean Cabrera. With no signs of
slowing down, the Threshers are primed for
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a playoff run, and hope to bring the Florida
State League title back to Clearwater for the
first time since 2007.

Pitcher Wen-Hui Pan
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MAY 19 JUNE 2 JUNE 16 JUNE 18
Coors Light Cooler Pink Belt Bag Shoe Slides Threshers Blue Cap
21+) by Banquet Masters by Gulfview Plumbing by Crime Stoppers of

Pinellas County

JULY 21 AUGUST 4 AUGUST 18
Christmas Ornament Threshers Camo Hat Alec Bohm Bobblehead by
by Todd’s A/C & Refrigeration by Kelli’s Catering Coppertail Brewing Co.

*Quantities are limited on all giveaway items.
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Threshers Silver Sharks

What is the Silver Sharks?

The Silver Sharks presented by BayCare is a club designed for Seniors 55+ that meets
during every Wednesday Clearwater Threshers Home Game.

Members receive many benefits while enjoying the fun and excitement of Minor League
Baseball! Silver Sharks is just $30 per senior per year. Register at the BayCare Box Office
or Customer Service behind section 106 at BayCare Ballpark.

‘What do the Silver Sharks Members Receive?

. Free Ticket to Wednesday Home Games

. Free Parking on Wednesdays

. Free Silver Sharks Seat Cushion

. Free Silver Sharks Clear Threshers Stadium Bag

. 20% Discount to the Team Store at BayCare Ballpark any time
with Membership Card

. $3 Well Cocktail or 16 oz. Domestic Draft at the Tiki Bar with

Silver Sharks Card during Wednesday games

2023 Silver Sharks Schedule
DATE OPPONENT DATE TIME OPPONENT

April 12 Fort Myers July § 6:30 pm. Palm Beach
April 26 St. Lucie July 19 12:00 p.m. Tampa
May 3 Lakeland August2  6:30 p.m. Lakeland

May 17 . Bradenton August 16 6:30 p.m. Dunedin

May 31 Dunedin August 30 6:30 pm. Fort Myers
June 14 . Tampa

A
¢ BayCare
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The Lil” Anglers Kids Club Thursdays
presented by BayCare Kids meets on
Thursday nights in 2023 and is designed for
children 13 and younger to enjoy the fun
and excitement of Minor League Baseball
at BayCare Ballpark. Members receive free
admission to Thursday home games and

are invited to Thursday Night activities like
Phinley’s Birthday Party.

Lil’ Anglers Kids Club Thursdays inh 2023

¢ BayCare KiDS
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