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Schedule & Promotions
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DATE PROMOTION 
July 3 Independence Day Fireworks Celebration
 by Budweiser
July 19 Beach Dogs, Christmas in July, 
 Snow Globe Giveaway 
 by Todd’s Air Conditioning and Refrigeration
July 20 Marvel’s Defenders of the Diamond Night,
 Fireworks by Wawa
July 21  “Wait, Who Are These Guys?” Day by Oatly
July 31 Camp Day #2
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AUGUST

Aug. 2 Veterans and Military Appreciation Night and 
 Camo Cap Giveaway by Kelli’s Catering, 
 Phillie Phanatic Visit 
Aug. 3 Back to School Bash and Teacher Appreciation, 
 Fireworks by Sysco
Aug. 16 Justin Crawford Bobblehead Giveaway 
 by Barbacoa Boyz
Aug. 17 Fireworks
Aug. 23 Beach Dogs, Ballpark Replica Giveaway 
 by Coppertail Brewing Company
Aug. 24 Fireworks

DATE PROMOTION  East Division
DBT Daytona Tortugas
JUP Jupiter Hammerheads
PMB Palm Beach Cardinals
STL St. Lucie Mets

 West Division
CLR Clearwater Threshers
BRD Bradenton Marauders
DUN Dunedin Blue Jays
FTM  Fort Myers Mighty Mussels
LAK Lakeland Flying Tigers
TAM Tampa Tarpons

Away GameHome Game * Doubleheader
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SEPTEMBER
DATE PROMOTION 
Sept. 6 Fan Appreciation and Season Rewind Night
Sept. 7 Largest and Last Fireworks
 by Little Greek Fresh Grill

Playoff Schedule
See Page 26
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The Threshers staff and team would like to welcome you to 
BayCare Ballpark. Whether you are a die-hard baseball fan 
eager to see some of the game’s top prospects or a casual fan 
who enjoys an affordable and entertaining night out, we strive to bring unbelievable 
value to all that attend.

We also understand the importance of and are proud to be ingrained in the fabric 
of our community. It is an honor to represent this beautiful city, and we cherish our 
nearly 40 years as a Phillies minor league affiliate in Clearwater.

Your support and enjoyment fuel our team members who take pride in providing 
best-in-class service and a portfolio of great promotions and giveaways. 

Please peruse this program to learn more about nightly and season-long  
happenings. Events are updated regularly, so be sure to visit us at  
ThreshersBaseball.com for the latest news.

Thank you for choosing to spend your time with us and please have an incredible 
experience!

Jason Adams 
Clearwater Threshers General Manager

Jason Adams

Threshers GM Welcome
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BayCare Ballpark Information

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PA and video board announcements can be arranged for a 
nominal fee by visiting Guest Services behind Section 106 
before the end of the second inning.
ATM
The ATM is located on the first base side of the concourse 
behind section 105. 
BAGS & BACKPACKS
Bags can be no larger than 16”x16”x8” and will be subject 
to inspection upon entry in accordance with Major League 
Baseball security regulations. Guests may discard or return 
the prohibited items to their vehicle.
BATS
Full-size baseball bats are prohibited from entry by guests 
to the ballpark.
BERM SEATING
Berm seating is limited and ticketed. Blankets are permitted 
to be brought into the park for berm seating. Chairs, folding 
chairs, camp chairs, and the like, are not permitted to be 
brought into the park.
CHILD TICKETS
Children 13 and younger qualify for the child’s ticket price. 
For children 4 and younger, please see the BayCare Box 
Office or a ballpark gate attendant for a complimentary ticket.
CUSTOMER SERVICE & ADVANCE TICKETS
The Customer Service/Advance Tickets window is located 
on the first base side of the main concourse behind Section 
106. Guests can report problems, check for lost and found 
items and claim prizes at this location. Tickets for future 
games may also be purchased here.

FIRST AID
The First Aid office is located on the first base side of the 
main concourse behind section 106. Guests can either 
report to this office or contact an usher if in need of medical 
assistance.
FOOD AND DRINK POLICY
No food, bottles, coolers or cans may be brought into the 
ballpark. The Threshers reserve the right to search any 
medical or diaper bags entering the ballpark.
FOUL BALLS
Any foul ball hit into the stands may be kept. Guests are not 
permitted on the field or to reach into the playing area. Foul 
balls may be dangerous, so please be alert at all times and 
aware of the potential hazards.
GATES OPEN
Ballpark gates will open one hour prior to scheduled game 
time.
HANDICAPPED SEATING
Disabled seating is available all throughout the ballpark. 
Limited wheelchair seating is available through the ticket 
office in person or on the telephone. One companion seat 
is available for purchase with each wheelchair space. An 
elevator is available for disabled use on the first base side 
of the stadium (South Parking Lot). Drop-off is available on 
the West Side of the ballpark (no elevator access here). 
Please contact an usher for assistance entering and exiting 
the ballpark.
KIDS ZONE
The left-field concourse features a playground and Kids 
Zone for our younger guests.
LOST AND FOUND
Located at Customer Service behind Section 106.
SENIOR TICKETS
Seniors 55+ may purchase discounted tickets.
SMOKING
Smoking is prohibited in most areas of the ballpark. Special 
smoking sections are marked. Smoking is permitted only on 
the concourse bridge by the right field foul pole and the Tiki 
Pavilion in left field. For resources to help quit smoking, call 
1-877-U-CAN-NOW (1-877-822-6669).
TEAM STORE
The Threshers Team Store, Diamond Outfitters, is located 
next to the ballpark’s west entry, and features hats, 
apparel and collectibles to satisfy Threshers fans of all 
ages. Merchandise available 24 hours a day on-line at 
ThreshersBaseball.com.
TIKI PAVILION
The Frenchy’s Tiki Pavilion is located beyond the left field 
wall. It features a variety of mixed drinks, beer and wine for 
guests 21 and over. Seats in this section are first-come, first-
serve during Threshers season.
WEAPONS
Firearms, weapons, knives, tasers and other dangerous or 
hazardous devices or substances (collectively “weapons”) 
are prohibited at BayCare Ballpark, unless carried by an on-
duty police officer or otherwise expressly approved by The 
Threshers. Anyone bringing such a weapon to the premises 
must return it to their vehicle immediately.





10

Director, Florida Operations: John Timberlake
General Manager, Clearwater Threshers: Jason Adams
General Manager, BayCare Ballpark: Doug Kemp
Senior Manager, Corporate Partnerships: Dan McDonough
Assistant GM, Clearwater Threshers: Dan Madden
Manager, Ballpark Operations: Scott Kelyman 
Manager, Clubhouse and Equipment: Justin Glover
Manager, Community Engagement and Media: Robert Stretch
Manager, Food and Beverage: Justin Gunsaulus
Manager, Human Resources - Florida Operations: Karina Cano
Manager, Maintenance: Sean McCarthy
Manager, Merchandise: Shan Isett
Manager, Promotions and Game Entertainment: Dominic Repper
Manager, Security Operations: James VonDras 
Manager, Social Media & Fan Engagement: Tori Heck
Manager, Ticket Operations: Patrick Prevelige
Assistant Manager, Food and Beverage: Mike O’Soro
Assistant Manager, Group Sales: Victoria Phipps
Assistant Manager, Merchandise: Cara Christison
Assistant Manager, Security Operations: Darrell Spiva 
Assistant Manager, Ticket Operations: Shaylyn Edwards
Corporate Sales Associate: Cory Sipe
Coordinator, Ballpark Operations: Will Priest
Coordinator, Concessions: Alyssa Winans
Coordinator, Graphic Design: Jill Brush
Coordinator, Security Operations: Ceci Marceau
Coordinator, Warehouse: Steve Piatek
Office Assistant & Receptionist: Leslie Henley
Assistant, Ballpark Operations: Austin Joyce
Suites Chef: Jim Blades
Head Groundskeeper, Florida Operations: Ray Sayre
Assistant Head Groundskeeper, Florida Operations: Isaac McClain
Grounds Crew Supervisor, Florida Operations: Paul Tumavitch
Grounds Crew, Florida Operations: Cody Deegan
Grounds Crew, Florida Operations: Luke Delany
Grounds Crew, Florida Operations: Joseph Dorn
Grounds Crew, Florida Operations: Mikey Klinger
Grounds Crew, Florida Operations: Lance Weber 

Threshers Front Office
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MARTY MALLOY
MANAGER

Born: Gainesville, FL  
Resides: Trenton, FL... Former infielder. Returns to manage 
Clearwater (A) for 2024. Spent two years as minor 
league infield coordinator (2020-21) before returning to  
manage the Threshers in the second half of the 2021 season. 
Previously served as a minor league manager for three years 
with Clearwater (2019) and Lakewood (A, 2017-18). Was the 
2022 winner of the John Vukovich Award. Prior to joining 

the Phillies, spent four years (2013-16) with the Houston Astros, including three years 
as the manager for their Gulf Coast League (R) team, one year as the GCL hitting coach 
and one year as the Florida Instructional League coordinator. Also coached at the  
amateur level as head coach (two years) and volunteer assistant (six years) for Trenton 
High School and six years as an infield instructor at Gatorball Baseball Academy in  
Gainesville, Fla. Played 12 years (1992-2003), including his first eight in the Atlanta 
Braves minor league system. 
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THRESHERS FIELD STAFF

SAMANTHA MYERS
ATHLETIC TRAINER

Born: Walnut Creek, CA… Resides: 
Pittsburg, CA… Joined Clearwater 
(A) as athletic trainer in 2023 after 
spending the 2022 season on the major 
league staff as medical operations 
liaison. Originally joined the Phillies as 
an athletic trainer in 2020. Is a 2018 
graduate of Sacramento State Uni-
versity (CA) and attained her master’s 
degree in applied exercise science and 
human movement science from  
Concordia University.

JOSEPH MIRANDA
STRENGTH & CONDITIONING COACH
Born: Cincinnati, OH… Resides: 
Maryville, TN… In his second 
season with Clearwater (A) following 
positions since 2014 in the Marlins, 
Reds and Rockies systems. Earned 
his master’s degree in exercise 
science from George Washington 
University (DC). Is a certified 
strength and conditioning specialist 
(CSCS) and registered strength and 
conditioning coach (RCSS), among 
other certifications.

CHRIS HEINTZ
HITTING COACH

Born: Syosset, NY… Resides: Tampa, FL… 
Former catcher. Joined the Phillies player 
development staff before the 2018 season, 
added to Clearwater (A) for the 2020 sea-
son. Appeared in 34 major league games 
for the Twins over three seasons (2005-07) 
after being a White Sox 19th round pick in 
the 1996 MLB Draft. Four years as a player 
and five as a coach led to his 2013 induction 
into the USF Hall of Fame. Graduated from 
Countryside High School in Clearwater, Fla.

MYCAL JONES
BENCH COACH

Born: Jacksonville, FL… Resides: Kis-
simmee, FL… Former infielder/outfielder. 
Joined Clearwater (A) in 2023, joined the 
Phillies as a minor league coach in 2020. 
Was a fourth-round selection of Atlanta in 
the 2009 MLB Draft, playing seven minor 
league seasons in their organization. 
Opened the Mycal Jones Baseball Academy 
in Naples, Fla., in September 2016.

JOHN RYAN MURPHY
PLAYER DEVELOPMENT INSTRUCTOR
Born: Bradenton, FL… Resides: Tampa, 
FL… Former catcher. Joined the Phillies in 
2023 as player development instructor, his 
first coaching position. Originally selected 
by the New York Yankees in the second 
round of the June 2009 draft out of the IMG 
Academy. Played parts of eight seasons 
in the majors (2013-20, Yankees, Twins, 
Diamondbacks, Braves, Pirates). 

TIM COLLINS
PITCHING COACH

Born: Worcester, MA… Resides: Henrico, VA… 
Former pitcher. Begins his professional coach-
ing career with Clearwater in 2024. His 11-year 
professional playing career (2007-14, 2017-19) 
included six seasons in the major leagues with 
the Royals, Nationals and Cubs.  

GUSTAVO ARMAS
PITCHING COACH

Born: Caracas, VZ… Resides: Guatire, VZ… 
Former pitcher. Spent seven years (2014-20) 
in the Phillies minor league system, reaching 
as high as double-A with Reading in 2019. 
Advanced in player development roles for the 
Phillies since 2021.
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Josh Bortka
#39 

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’4” | WT: 226
Born: July 12, 1999

Resides: Kansas City, KS
2023 Clubs: FCL, Threshers

Luis Avila
#47 

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’1” | WT: 212
Born: May 26, 2003

Resides: Turmero, VZ
2023 Club: DSL Phillies-W

Ethan Chenault
#23

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’5” | WT: 221
BORN: March 28, 2001

RESIDES: Forest, VA
2023 CLUB: UNC Wilmington 

(NCAA)

Brandon Beckel
#44

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’4” | WT: 215
BORN: October 20, 2001

RESIDES: San Antonio, TX
2023 CLUBS: FCL, Threshers

Jacob Eddington
#28

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’2” | WT: 205
BORN: April 26, 2001

RESIDES: Ellsinore, MO
2023 CLUB: Missouri State 

University (NCAA)

Pierce Bennett
#18

OF
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’1” | WT: 195
BORN: June 28, 2001

RESIDES: Rosedale, MD
2023 CLUB: FCL 

Trent Farquhar
#43

INF
B/T: L/R

HT: 5’9” | WT: 192
BORN: March 12, 2001
RESIDES: Highland, MI

2023 CLUBS: FCL, Threshers

Lou Albrecht
#4

C
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’0” | WT: 207
BORN: November 7, 2001

RESIDES: Renton, WA
2023 CLUB: FCL
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Drew Garrett
#30

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’6” | WT: 221
BORN: June 20, 2000

RESIDES: Columbia, MO
2023 CLUB: FCL

Diego González
#55 

INF
B/T: R/R

HT: 5’11” | WT: 196
Born: June 7, 2003

Resides: Barquisimeto, VZ
2023 Club: FCL

Mavis Graves
#21
LHP

B/T: L/L
HT: 6’4” | WT: 230

BORN: November 20, 2003
RESIDES: Greer, SC

2023 CLUB: FCL 

Jonh Henriquez
#40 

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 5’11” | WT: 218
Born: October 30, 1999

Resides: San Francisco De Macorís, DR
2023 Clubs: Threshers, 

BlueClaws

Dakota Kotowski
#46

INF
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’5” | WT: 246
BORN: March 26, 2000

RESIDES: Channahon, IL
2023 CLUBS: FCL, Threshers

Raylin Heredia
#27

OF
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’0” | WT: 207
BORN: November 10, 2003

RESIDES: Santo Domingo, DR
2023 CLUBS: FCL, Threshers

Kehden Hettiger
#17

C
B/T: S/R

HT: 6’2” | WT: 209
BORN: May 25, 2004

RESIDES: Palmdale, CA
2023 CLUB: FCL

Chase Hopewell
#50

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’5” | WT: 205
BORN: January 23, 2001

RESIDES: Cincinnati, OH
2023 CLUB: FCL
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Jonathan Petit
#51
RHP

B/T: R/R
HT: 6’2” | WT: 205

BORN: April 19, 2001
RESIDES: Naguanagua, VZ

2023 CLUB: Threshers

Avery Owusu-Asiedu
#16

OF
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’5” | WT: 241
BORN: June 16, 2003

RESIDES: Waukesha, WI
2023 CLUB: FCL

Jose Peña Jr.
#6

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’2” | WT: 218
BORN: July 8, 2003

RESIDES: Winter Haven, FL
2023 CLUB: FCL

Devin Saltiban
#11
INF

B/T: R/R
HT: 5’9” | WT: 185

BORN: February 14, 2005
RESIDES: Las Vegas, NV

2023 CLUB: FCL

Enrique Segura
#52 

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’1” | WT: 181
Born: December 19, 2004

Resides: San Pedro de Macorís, DR
2023 Club: FCL

Nikau Pouaka-Grego
#33

INF
B/T: L/R

HT: 5’9” | WT: 167
BORN: September 13, 2004

RESIDES: Melbourne, AUS
2023 CLUB: DNP (Injured)

Luke Russo
#22
RHP

B/T: L/R
HT: 6’5” | WT: 211

BORN: February 21, 2001
RESIDES: Howell, MI

2023 CLUB: Eastern Michigan 
University (NCAA)

Micah Ottenbreit
#24

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’4” | WT: 209
BORN: May 7, 2003

RESIDES: Grosse Ile, MI
2023 CLUB: FCL
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AJ Shaver
#48 

OF
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’2” | WT: 214
Born: October 8, 2001
Resides: Clermont, FL

2023 Club: FCL

Saul Teran
#49

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’1” | WT: 192
BORN: March 20, 2002
RESIDES: Caracas, VZ

2023 CLUBS: FCL, Threshers

Braydon Tucker
#38

RHP
B/T: L/R

HT: 6’3” | WT: 213
BORN: July 19, 1999
RESIDES: Brazil, IN

2023 CLUBS: FCL, Threshers

Jordan Viars
#3
OF

B/T: L/L
6’3” | 224

BORN: July 18, 2003
RESIDES: Prosper, TX
2023 CLUB: Threshers

TJayy Walton
#19

OF
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’2” | WT: 237
BORN: January 29, 2005

RESIDES: Emporia, VA
2023 CLUB: FCL

Bryson Ware
#8
INF

B/T: R/R
HT: 6’2” | WT: 207

BORN: December 28, 2000
RESIDES: Madison, MS

2023 CLUBS: FCL, Threshers

Jared Thomas
#25 

C
B/T: L/R

HT: 5’11” | WT: 189
Born: December 3, 2000

Resides: Anaheim, CA
2023 Clubs: FCL, Threshers

Paxton Thompson
#29

RHP
B/T: R/R

HT: 6’1” | WT: 203
BORN: October 5, 1999

RESIDES: Richmond Hill, GA
2023 CLUBS: FCL, Threshers
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Threshers Statistics
# Team Batting POS AVG G AB R H HR RBI BB SO SB
3 Viars, J OF .251 49 171 28 43 8 33 27 61 2
4 Albrecht, L C .357 4 15 1 5 0 0 1 6 0
7 Anthony, K INF .322 44 149 26 48 4 21 28 28 3
8 Ware, B INF .226 52 190 28 43 6 28 20 48 8
11 Saltiban, D INF .211 55 199 34 42 7 31 25 61 10
16 Owusu-Asiedu, A OF .192 55 182 28 35 3 15 28 82 11
17 Hettiger, K C .176 36 123 23 22 2 16 30 40 2
18 Bennett, P OF .261 40 142 25 37 0 17 27 25 6
19 Walton, T OF .237 17 59 8 14 2 12 8 20 4
25 Thomas, J C .171 22 70 5 12 1 9 11 13 0
27 Heredia, R OF .258 42 161 30 39 5 25 13 64 5
33 Pouaka-Grego, N INF .258 37 120 19 31 1 16 16 27 1
43 Farquhar, T INF .314 32 105 19 33 1 12 35 26 9
46 Kotowski, D INF .237 39 135 24 32 4 24 15 53 3
48 Shaver, A OF .075 13 40 4 3 1 3 3 20 0
55 González, D INF .279 15 43 6 12 0 6 6 14 2

Team Total .241 69 2245 359 541 52 323 340 668 84

# Team Pitching W   L   ERA   G   GS   SV   IP   H   ER   BB   SO  
6 Peña, J 4 0 3.82 18 0 0 30.2 19 13 18 47
21 Graves, M 6 3 2.55 11 10 0 53.0 38 15 15 77
22 Russo, L 4 1 4.59 11 11 0 51.0 48 26 22 66
23 Chenault, E 1 2 6.26 17 0 1 23.0 17 16 21 33
24 Ottenbreit, M 2 5 5.16 11 11 0 52.1 50 30 23 56
28 Eddington, J 2 0 6.28 7 3 0 14.1 12 10 18 15
29 Thompson, P 1 2 3.70 17 0 1 24.1 25 10 8 26
30 Garrett, D 1 1 1.59 16 0 3 22.2 7 4 20 36
35 Steward, C 4 2 3.38 12 10 0 50.2 42 19 19 52
38 Tucker, B 3 1 3.22 12 8 0 50.1 49 18 10 48
39 Bortka, J 1 2 6.43 10 0 0 14.0 15 10 6 21
40 Henriquez, J 1 1 2.89 5 0 0 9.1 9 3 4 9
44 Beckel, B 2 1 4.71 16 3 0 28.2 29 15 14 30
47 Avila, L 0 0 0.00 3 0 2 5.1 0 0 2 5
49 Teran, S 3 1 2.05 18 0 7 22.0 14 5 16 31
50 Hopewell, C 0 2 6.95 17 0 2 22 27 17 10 18
51 Petit, J 2 0 4.24 13 1 0 23.1 18 11 10 24
52 Segura, E 1 0 2.08 2 2 0 8.2 5 2 4 10

Team Total 44 25 3.91 69 69 19 599.0 486 260 290 750

*Roster and statistics are from a list of qualified players through June 23.
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Florida State League
Playoff Schedule

Sept. 10th – Division Series Game 1 – at FSL West 2nd Half Winner

Sept. 12th – Division Series Game 2 – BayCare Ballpark, Clearwater

*Sept. 13th – Division Series Game 3 – BayCare Ballpark, Clearwater

Sept. 15th – Championship Series Game 1 – at FSL West Division Series Winner

Sept. 17th - Championship Series Game 2 – at FSL East Division Series Winner

*Sept. 18th - Championship Series Game 3 – at FSL East Division Series Winner

*if necessary
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FRIDAYS
April 26

Dog tickets benefit the Humane Society of Pinellas. 
Postgame Whiskey County Concert by Truly Hard Seltzer.

May 31
Dog tickets benefit K9 Partners for Patriots.

Pitch for Pink and beach bag giveaway by Banquet Masters. 

June 28
Dog tickets benefit Project PUP (Pets Uplifting People). 

Postgame The Black Honkeys Band Concert by Truly Hard Seltzer. 
 

July 19
Dog tickets benefit Suncoast Animal League.

Christmas in July with Snow Globe Giveaway 
by Todd’s Air Conditioning and Refrigeration.  

August 23
Dog tickets benefit the Humane Society of Pinellas. 

Ballpark Replica Giveaway by Coppertail Brewing Co.
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PHILLIES AFFILIATES

LEHIGH VALLEY IRONPIGS
Triple-A International League 
Phillies affiliate since 2008
Stadium:  Coca-Cola Park

President & GM: Kurt Landes 
Office Address: 

1050 Iron Pigs Way
Allentown, PA 18109

Phone: (610) 841-7447
Website: www.ironpigsbaseball.com 

JERSEY SHORE BLUECLAWS
High-A South Atlantic League

Phillies affiliate since 2000
Stadium: ShoreTown Ballpark

GM: Bob McLane
Office Address:
2 Stadium Way

Lakewood, NJ  08701
Phone: (732) 901-7000

Website: www.blueclaws.com

READING FIGHTIN PHILS
Double-A Eastern League
Phillies affiliate since 1967

Stadium:  FirstEnergy Stadium
GM: Scott Hunsicker

Office Address:
1900 Centre Avenue | Route 61 South

Reading, PA  19605
Phone: (610) 375-8469
Website: fightins.com

CLEARWATER THRESHERS
Single-A Florida State League

Phillies affiliate since 1985
Stadium: BayCare Ballpark 

GM: Jason Adams
Office Address:

601 Old Coachman Road
Clearwater, FL  33765
Phone: (727) 712-4300

Website:  www.threshersbaseball.com
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THRESHERS UPCOMING OPPONENTS

Fort Myers Mighty Mussels
July 19 – 21
Affiliate: Minnesota Twins
MightyMussels.com
Manager: Brian Meyer

Jupiter Hammerheads
July 30 – August 4
Affiliate: Miami Marlins
JupiterHammerheads.com
Manager: Nelson Prada

Tampa Tarpons
August 13 – 18
Affiliate: New York Yankees
TarponsBaseball.com
Manager: James Cooper

A.J. Shaver

Jonathan Petit

Josh Bortka
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HOW TO SCORE
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Baseball is truly a sport for all ages. Children around the world pick up a bat, ball, and glove 
when they are barely out of diapers, and many continue to enjoy the game for the rest of 
their lives. It is that childlike enjoyment that so many pro baseball players play with that 
helps so many fans enjoy watching the game, then teaching their kids to play that furthers the 
expansion and fandom of baseball. Though baseball started in America, it has spread widely 
throughout the world, with some country’s baseball culture rivaling that of the United States.

The Dominican Republic is a country that has baseball woven into the fabric of its people’s 
lives and has embraced the sport that brings such joy to its citizens. Some of the greatest 
baseball players in history have hailed from the Dominican Republic, with many more to 
come. Threshers’ outfielder Raylin Heredia is one of many young Dominican players seeking 

Player Spotlight: 
Raylin Heredia

Raylin Heredia’s Dedication Has Helped Him Become a Force in Thresherville
By Josh Sperber
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to pave his own path from the small island 
nation to the major leagues.

Heredia was born in Santo Domingo, the 
capital city of the Dominican Republic. He 
started playing baseball at five years old, 
around the same age when most players get 
their start in Little League. But Raylin’s start 
was different than most. “I had a neighbor 
who was older than me and he was always 
playing baseball,” said Heredia of his 
beginnings in the game.  “I started to play 
with him, and watched what he did, and 
really guided me from playing in the streets 
to playing in an academy.”

Though Raylin is the only one in his family 
who has played baseball, it was easy for 
him to get into the game, with pickups 
popping up all around him from early on 
in his childhood. According to Heredia, the 

first gift most kids get is a plastic baseball 
bat. Whether it’s a stickball-type game 
being played in the streets or in someone’s 
front yard, there is always a game going on 
throughout the Dominican Republic.

It wasn’t long before pickup games with 
friends turned into much more for Raylin. 
By the time he was twelve years old, his 
talent had grown to the point that he was 
getting scouted by local baseball academies. 
The love for the game Heredia developed 
from playing with his friends throughout his 
childhood helped him dedicate himself to 
baseball. He began academy tryouts in his 
teen years.

“Once the scouts start looking at you, it’s 
non-stop,” said Heredia of his experience 
being scouted in the Dominican Republic. 
“I started to work out in front of scouts at 

continued page 42

40





13, having at least 3-4 tryouts per day. I didn’t 
have a lot of time to myself.” Raylin ultimately 
decided to attend the prestigious El Niche 
Academy to continue his baseball career, an 
academy that has produced great ballplayers 
such as Juan Soto of the Yankees, and former 
Florida State Leaguer Elly De La Cruz of the 
Reds. It was at El Niche where Heredia started 
to get noticed by more than just local scouts.

Starting around the age of 13, he spent five 
years training at El Niche, working hard to 
get noticed by professional scouts. El Niche 
boasts several former pros on their staff like 
Rafael Arias, a former Padres farmhand who 
helped recruit Heredia to El Niche. With a 
great history of elite pros that hailed from the 
academy, there was plenty of attention from 
big league scouts. 

Some former academy players who had 
already turned pro in the United States came 
back to train, which is how Heredia developed 
a desire to play with the Phillies. “When I was 
in the academy, I saw a [then] Phillies pitcher, 
Adonis Medina, working out in Phillies gear 
and I thought ‘that Phillies red really suits me,’ 
and the rest was history,” Heredia said with 
a smile. Luckily for Raylin, the Phillies had 
already developed an interest in him, and the 
team ended up earning exclusive negotiating 
rights with the outfielder towards the end of his 
time at the academy.  

Though the COVID-19 Pandemic paused 
some of the international signing, the mutual 
interest between Heredia and the Phillies never 
wavered, as the Phillies continued to scout 
Heredia throughout much of his time at El 
Niche. He was ready to sign when signing was 
paused during the pandemic, but it wasn’t long 
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into 2021 that the deal got done, with Raylin 
signing his first professional contract on 
January 15, 2021. 

“I was so excited because I had finally 
realized a dream that started from playing 
on the streets,” said Heredia of his emotions 
on signing with Philadelphia. “I had always 
imagined playing on TV like the guys I 
watched growing up, and all the time I 
spent training felt even more worth it once 
I finally signed.” Heredia had been training 
almost non-stop at El Niche nearly seven 
days a week to work his way towards the 
professional ranks.  After five years of hard 
work, his dedication had paid off, and he 
was realizing his dream of going pro with 
the Phillies.

Heredia went straight to the Phillies 
Dominican Summer League Academy in 
Boca Chica, which was located roughly 

45 minutes from where he grew up. He 
didn’t play much in his first season with 
the Phillies in 2021, but made a massive 
impact on the DSL Phillies White squad in 
his first full year in 2022. He stayed patient 
and embraced the learning experience in 
his first season in the Phillies organization, 
focusing on learning more about what being 
a pro meant. “Baseball is always going to be 
the same game. But I had to really focus on 
being on time and treating this as a job while 
learning English and learning how to be a 
pro,” said Raylin.

Heredia’s patience paid off handsomely, 
becoming a regular starter in 2022 and 
leading the Phillies White to the DSL 
Championship. In the final game of the 
Championship Series, Heredia smacked 
three hits, scored twice, and drove in a run 
to clinch a 7-3 victory. Raylin was named 
the Championship MVP in what would be 
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his final minor league game in his home 
country before moving stateside in 2023.

Beginning the 2023 season in the Florida 
Complex League, Heredia had to adjust to 
playing in a country where Spanish was 
not the first language. He was still learning 
English and adjusting to the new country, 
but you couldn’t tell by his play as he was 
an instant star in the FCL. He hit .326 in 
35 FCL games and was named the Phillies 
Minor League Hitter of the Month in June. 

It wasn’t long before he was promoted to the 
Threshers, joining Clearwater for the final 
month of the regular season in August. He 
earned a Florida State League Player of the 
Week and MLB Pipeline Prospect Team of 
the Week nod in the final week of the 2023 
regular season. Despite being one of the 
youngest players on the Threshers at 19, 
he played his way into the starting lineup 
during the postseason. 

It was in the postseason where the 
differences of playing in Single-A versus 
the Complex League really dawned on 
Heredia. Playing in a much bigger stadium 
at BayCare Ballpark than at either level 
of rookie ball where he had played prior, 
with the playoff crowds amped up, it was 
Heredia’s first experience playing in front of 
big crowds in the states. 

“When we won in 2022, it was really fun. 
There were some fans to watch us, but when 
we got to the playoffs with the Threshers last 
year the stadium was full, and it was even 
more exciting,” said Heredia. It was a brand-
new ball game for Heredia, as he started 
five of six postseason games during the 

Threshers run for the title and scored three 
runs during his first postseason experience 
stateside.

Though the Threshers fell in the final game 
of the 2023 FSL playoffs, Raylin returned to 
Clearwater in 2024 even more motivated. He 
was already a player driven by big moments, 
with a strong desire to win. Despite missing 
most of April due to injury, Heredia came 
back in a big way in May, slugging five 
homers and 23 RBIs in May and June, and 
playing a pivotal role in in the Threshers’ 
second-straight First Half Florida State 
League Championship. 

A seven-game win streak to clinch the 
first half wasn’t enough for Heredia, as 
his experience with the Threshers last year 
taught him the real prize is yet to come. In 
his first full season of pro ball in the US, 
Heredia has established himself as one of the 
premier outfielders in Single-A, but he keeps 
his focus on working hard and winning 
games. 
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FLORIDA STATE League

W E S T  D I V I S I O N E A S T  D I V I S I O N

Daytona Tortugas
(386) 257-3172
daytonatortugas.com 

Jupiter Hammerheads
(561) 775-1818
jupiterhammerheads.com

Palm Beach Cardinals
(561) 775-1818
palmbeachcardinals.com

St. Lucie Mets
(772) 871-2100
stluciemets.com

Bradenton Marauders
(941) 747-3031
bradentonmarauders.com

Clearwater Threshers
(727) 712-4300
threshersbaseball.com

Dunedin Blue Jays
(727) 733-9302
dunedinbluejays.com

Fort Myers Mighty Mussels
(239) 768-4210
mightymussels.com

Lakeland Flying Tigers
(863) 686-8075
lakelandflyingtigers.com

Tampa Tarpons
(813) 673-3055
tarponsbaseball.com





Player Spotlight: 
Bryson Ware

Ware is Making Waves All Throughout the Field in his First Full Season
By Josh Sperber

Baseball is just in the blood of some people. It has become so ingrained in society since its 
inception it seems some people were born to play the game. In some, you see it when they are 
always wearing some type of baseball gear or working hard off the field. Others it is evident in 
their play, demonstrating a passion and love for the game in their joy in playing on the diamond. 
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When you can watch players in the minor 
leagues enjoy the most intense training in their 
baseball career, it makes the beloved game 
of baseball even better. Since he came to the 
Threshers last August, Bryson Ware has played 
five different positions for Clearwater. Ware has 
demonstrated high-level fielding ability at every 
position, and he has done it all like he was born 
to play ball. 

Though Bryson’s parents weren’t athletes, and 
he did not have baseball players in his family, he 
started playing at a young age, 4-5 years old.
In the beginning he played in every league he 
could, starting in city league and rec leagues and 
quickly moving up to travel ball by age seven. 
He lived very close to the Double-A Braves 
stadium in Pearl, Mississippi, and grew up 
watching the team.

“Baseball is just something that I guess I was a 
natural at from when I was a kid. I didn’t really 
have a favorite sport growing up, I played just 
about everything, but as I got to high school I 
kind of had to narrow it down,” said Ware of his 
beginnings in baseball. “I realized quickly that 
my future was with baseball, so I stuck with it.” 
Ware played varsity basketball in high school 
as well, but his primary focus was always on 
baseball. He played in showcases and was doing 
everything he could throughout much of his 
high school career wanting nothing more than to 
make it to the majors.
 
Unlike many of his teammates, Ware did not 
think he had much of a shot to go pro out of 
high school. According to MaxPreps, he finished 
his high school career with a .356 batting 
average, with a whopping .477 average in his 
final season at Germantown High School in 
Madison, Mississippi. 
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Ware started to get looks from scouts after his 
breakout season, but he chose to start his next 
steps at Pearl River Community College in 
nearby Poplarville, MS. Before he even got to 
campus, his head coach, Michael Avalon, was 
receiving calls from a multitude of Division I 
scouts trying to recruit Bryson. Ware played 
16 games at Pearl River in 2020, finishing 
with five home runs, 17 RBIs, and a slugging 
percentage of .774 before he transferred. 
He left as a top-10 Junior College prospect, 
transferring to SEC powerhouse Auburn as he 
continued his collegiate career.

No matter how talented the athlete, going to 
a Division I college can be a reality check. 
Ware had been one of, if not the best, players 
on his team everywhere he went, but he 
entered Auburn as a newcomer with a loaded 
roster full of major league talent. Ware proved 
himself quickly at the plate, making his bat 
indispensable to the Tigers lineup early on. 
However, Auburn was very deep in the infield, 
with current major leaguer Ryan Bliss (SEA) 
headlining the upperclassman ahead of Bryson 
on the depth chart. 

Ware played primarily shortstop, second and 
third base in high school and exclusively at 
short in Junior College. As a Tiger, he was 
trained at first base and all three outfield 
positions where he was rotated and utilized for 
the first two seasons. 

By 2023, Ware was a veteran with the Tigers 
and was needed in the infield before his final 
season at Auburn. “It definitely was a challenge 
being in the outfield for two years and then 
coming back to the infield, but I took it head 
on and I loved every second of it,” Ware said 
of being used as a utility player in the field at 
Auburn. “I just like being in the lineup. I love 
playing baseball so wherever the coach puts me 
I’ll play.” 

Ware got a call from the Tigers infield coach 
before the season began in 2022, confirming 
his move back to third base in 2023. His return 
to the infield paid massive dividends on the 
field and at the dish for Ware and Auburn, as 
he slashed an impressive .350/.438/.731 with 
24 HRs and 63 RBI in his senior season with 
the Tigers. Having gone through an extensive 
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scouting process at Pearl River, Ware began 
reconnecting with scouts following his college 
career as he prepared for the draft after the 
2023 season.

Going pro was always on Bryson’s mind as 
he progressed through college, but it was hard 
to focus on the next level in the middle of an 
intense season. The process was less stressful 
for him this time, having already met some of 
the MLB scouts now looking much closer at 
his game. “Kind of halfway through [my senior 
year], I realized that I might make a real shot 
at this thing,” said Ware of his jump to the 
pros in 2023. “It was cool being able to reap 
the benefits of all that hard work that I’d been 
doing, and just being able to get a little bit of 
attention for what I’ve been going through was 
a really satisfying feeling.” 

Ware seemed to have increased recruiting 
attention as he progressed through Junior 
College and Division I ball. By MLB draft 
day in 2023, it was less a matter of if he 

would be drafted, and more a matter of when. 
According to his agent, Bryson was projected 
to be a middle-round pick on day two, so he 
got comfortable with his family and awaited 
the call.

He describes the draft process as routine, 
and that it all went by in a blur. Multiple 
MLB teams had targeted him and there was 
no telling where he would go. He fell to the 
Phillies in the eighth round, completing a big 
step in his lifelong goal of being a professional 
baseball player. “I was very fired up,” Ware 
said about being drafted. “It was awesome, it 
was surreal. I had dreamed of that since I was 
a kid watching the draft growing up, seeing all 
these guys get these calls thinking ‘I hope that 
is me one day!’ Getting to go through that was 
a really cool process.” 

With the dream realized, Ware went to 
Philadelphia with a group of fellow draftees 
and began the quick turnaround to camp in 
Florida. He spent a week in Philadelphia, and 
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then quickly reported to Clearwater to begin 
his professional playing career.

The pace quickened for Ware, almost 
immediately earning a promotion to the FCL 
Phillies in late July. After four games in the 
Florida Complex League, Ware became one 
of the first Phillies drafted in 2023 to make an 
affiliate, earning a promotion to the Threshers 
on August 6th. “I was super excited to make an 
affiliate in my first year and contribute when I 
could to that playoff run that we had. It was a 
lot of fun in the clubhouse and on the field, I 
enjoyed every second of it.” 

Ware slugged four home runs in 20 games 
with the Threshers last season, and even made 
the playoff roster during the Threshers run in 
2023. Though the Threshers fell short in the 
final, it was clear that the Phillies had a solid 
new addition to their organization, as Bryson 
demonstrated a great hitting ability and a rock-
solid glove at third base.

Ware opened the season with the Threshers 
in 2024 as one of the veterans on a young 
opening day roster. He began the season 
playing mostly at third base, but with a loaded 
infield, he was once again asked to take 
some shifts in the outfield. “It gives me the 
opportunity to be a leader with outfielders and 
infielders, being a guy that does both.” Ware’s 
leadership helped the Threshers clinch a first 
half championship for the second-straight 
season, with Bryson still yet to record an error 
amongst many highlight-reel catches in left 
and centerfield through June. 

Ware got back to shortstop for the first time 
since junior college in May for the Threshers 
and has played in five of nine potential field 
positions in his first full season as a pro. We 
may never know where Ware will play in the 
field, but he continues to show the willingness 
to play anywhere for the team, and to do 
anything to realize his dreams of making it to 
the major leagues. 





Player Spotlight: 
Casey Steward

Casey Steward’s Rise from Division II to the Pros
By Josh Sperber

No path to the pros is the same. There are plenty of players who make it to the big 
leagues that were highly touted recruits, others who are signed to international deals and 
even more who take a completely different route to the ranks of professional baseball. 
Every so often there are players who were no-name recruits that end up jumping from 
a small school or program to the highest level possible of their sport. From his early 
years as a lightly recruited Division II standout Casey Steward hopes to be the next 
exceptional story to jump from a small school and small town to the pros, and all the 
way up to the show.
 
Steward comes from a baseball family in Kansas, with his brothers and himself 
comprising the third generation of Stewards to play baseball. He grew up hearing 
stories of his grandfather, a flamethrowing pitcher who played in independent leagues, 
as his father passed the game along to him and his two brothers. Casey’s father was 
an infielder, and his older brother played catcher. Though Steward made the pros as a 
pitcher, he started in the field, catching like his older brother when he was around five 
years old. Casey’s strong arm also allowed him to play third base, and his height had 
some of his coaches use him at first. 

After high school, Steward had just three college offers, two from junior colleges and 
one from a four-year college, Washburn University. Washburn was close to home and 
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offered Casey the chance to stay with 
the same players and staff all four years. 
Not wanting to move after two years of 
JUCO, Casey chose Washburn to further 
his baseball career. 

“I always wanted to go pro, but it never 
realistically hit me until the year I got 
drafted,” Steward said of his next-level 
aspirations. Though lightly recruited, 
Steward quickly shined at Washburn, 
transitioning from a position player to a 
pitcher soon after he enrolled. He began 
with two pitches in his arsenal, a hard 
fastball and a curveball. He knew he 
needed some more pitches if he were 
to make an impact out of the bullpen or 
within the rotation. 

The first breaking pitch Steward 
developed after his curve was a slider, 
which took him over a year to develop. 
He had to play with grips and arm slots to 
expand his arsenal throughout his tenure 
at Washburn. He started out throwing 

over the top but dropped his arm slot 
down to improve his command. After 
ten relief appearances in his first year at 
Washburn, he added a changeup to his 
arsenal so he could be included in the 
starting rotation. 

In Steward’s final two seasons at 
Washburn, he started in all but one of his 
remaining 31 appearances as an Ichabod, 
finishing his college career as one of the 
best pitchers in school history. In his 
last two seasons at Washburn, Steward 
racked up almost 200 strikeouts in 152.2 
innings over his last two years, including 
a school-record-tying 110 strikeouts in 
his final season in 2023. 

Steward finished with a successful career 
at Washburn, making the All-MIAA 
Second Team in his sophomore and 
junior seasons as well as the academic 
honor roll every year he was an Ichabod. 
Though he referred to himself as a 
no-name recruit, Division II schools in 
his conference were starting to notice 
his talent. He knew that he could be 
playing at a higher level, so after his 
record-tying season in 2023, Steward 
entered the transfer portal with designs of 
transferring to a Division I school so he 
could get drafted to the Major Leagues. 

“I never really got comfortable being 
in D-II,” Steward said, reflecting on his 
collegiate success. “Not a lot of Division 
II guys get the opportunities that I have, 
so it just made me want to work a little bit 
harder and drive me a bit more.” Within 
the first 48 hours of entering the transfer 
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portal, he had so many offers that he could 
eliminate the Division II schools, and filter 
out some messages from smaller Division 
I programs. With the newfound attention, 
Steward still had higher aspirations than 
just moving up a level.
 
By the time he got to draft day in 2023, 
Steward already knew he would be playing 
higher level baseball in 2024. Not only 
were Division I schools scouting him, but 
multiple MLB teams had discovered his 
talent as well and began scouting the right-
hander. Many teams were interested, but by 
the time of the draft in mid-July, Steward 
had essentially narrowed down his options 
to the Royals, Mets and Phillies. They were 
the three teams that he had the most contact 
with during the draft process. 

Once the pre-draft process was over, 
Steward returned home to Kansas to spend 
the draft with his family. The first two days 
came and went, and Steward still had not 
been picked. “I was with my family [during 
the draft] because we kind of expected 
something to happen, and it was probably 
the longest day of my life,” Steward said of 
his experience on the final day of the draft. 
He had Division I schools chomping at the 
bit to recruit him, but with a potential draft 
pick within his reach, Casey had his sights 
set on realizing his childhood dream and 
turning pro. 

Round by round, picks were made, and 
Steward was still not one of them. He 
was in constant contact with his agent and 
was sheltered with his family waiting for 
his name to be called. There was some 
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movement after round 15, then again in 
round 18 when his agent said he might 
get picked. But after the 18th round of 
the draft, Steward remained unchosen. 
“Round 19 comes, and I see my name 
pop up and it didn’t feel real. Then five 
minutes later I got a call, and everyone 
started cheering. It was a long day, but it 
was surreal.” He finally got the call from 
the Phillies, realizing his professional 
dreams, and he was off to Clearwater 
within the week. 

Luckily for Steward, he already knew 
one player in the Phillies minor league 
organization. Fellow right-handed pitcher 
Josh Bortka was in his conference in 
college before he was drafted by the 
Phillies in the 16th round out of Central 
Missouri the year prior. Knowing even 
one other person helped him adjust to his 
new surroundings. 

“It always helps to have someone who 
has been through the same path as you,” 
said Steward of his relationship with Josh 
Bortka. “Seeing a familiar face is always 
helpful when you’re around guys you’ve 
never seen before.” It certainly helped 
Steward, who was one of the select few 
pitchers drafted in 2023 to immediately 
join the FCL Phillies and earn a late-
August call-up to the Threshers. Not only 
had the Division II product defied the odds 
by making it to the pros out of a school 
below Division I, but he had made an 
affiliate after his first few games as a pro 
in the Florida Complex League.

Steward pitched four innings in the regular 
season with the Threshers last year and 
was assigned to the team again in 2024 
to start the season. Beginning the season 
feeling like one of the vets on the team, 
he quickly transitioned from the bullpen 
to a key member of the Threshers starting 
rotation. “It definitely helps when you 
can help other people out and they kind 
of look to you, knowing that you’ve been 
here before, so that you can show them the 
ropes a little bit,” said Steward. 

Though 2023 was his first-year pitching 
in a stadium the size of BayCare Ballpark, 
he was still being asked by many of the 
rookie pitchers about the particulars of 
pitching in the Florida State League. But 
now, Steward is in somewhat uncharted 
territory again knowing that he could be 
called up and moved through the Phillies 
system at any moment. It is certainly 
something he has been working towards, 
and the odds are against minor leaguers, 
but Casey Steward is familiar with long 
odds, and he is determined to beat another 
set of odds on his road to the major 
leagues. 
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The Silver Sharks presented by BayCare is a club designed for Seniors 55+ that meets  
during most Wednesday Threshers Home Games. 

Members receive many benefits while enjoying the fun and excitement of Minor League 
Baseball. A Silver Sharks membership is only $30 per senior per season.

Register for the club at ThreshersBaseball.com, the BayCare Box Office, or customer  
service, behind section 106. 

Silver Sharks Receive:
• Free Ticket & Parking to 10 Wednesday Home Games
• Silver Sharks exclusive Visor Cap 
• Clear Stadium Bag
• A 20% discount to the Team Store with membership card  
 on Silver Shark Wednesdays
• $3 Cocktail, 16oz Domestic Draft or Soda with membership card at  
 Frenchy’s Tiki Bar during Silver Shark Wednesday home games
• Subscription to the Threshers’ email newsletter to stay up-to-date  
 on all club and team events

Threshers Silver Sharks

DATE  TIME OPPONENT

April 10  6:30 p.m. Fort Myers

April 24 6:30 p.m. Bradenton

May 15 12:00 p.m. Daytona

May 29  6:30 p.m. Lakeland

June 12 6:30 p.m.  Tampa 

2024 Silver Sharks Schedule
DATE  TIME OPPONENT

June 26 12:00 p.m. Bradenton 

July 31 12:00 p.m. Jupiter

August 14 6:30 p.m. Tampa

August 21 6:30 p.m. Dunedin

September 4 6:30 p.m.  St. Lucie
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DATE  TIME OPPONENT

April 11  6:30 p.m. Fort Myers

April 25 6:30 p.m. Bradenton

May 16 6:30 p.m. Daytona

May 30  6:30 p.m. Lakeland

June 13 6:30 p.m.  Tampa

DATE  TIME OPPONENT 

June 27 6:30 p.m. Bradenton

August 1 6:30 p.m. Jupiter

August 15 6:30 p.m. Tampa

August 22 6:30 p.m. Dunedin

September 5 6:30 p.m.  St. Lucie 

Lil’ Anglers Kids Club Thursdays

The Lil’ Anglers Kids Club Thursdays  
presented by BayCare Kids meets on 
Thursday nights in 2024 and is designed 
for children 13 and younger to enjoy the 
fun and excitement of Minor League 
Baseball at BayCare Ballpark. Members 
receive free admission to Thursday home 
games and are invited to Thursday Night 
activities like Phinley’s Birthday Party.

The Lil’ Anglers Kids Club includes:
•	 Free	Ticket	to	each	of	the	Threshers’ 
 Thursday Home Games
•	 Food	Voucher	on	Thursdays	–	 
 hot dog, chips, drink
•	 Special	Activities
•	 Exclusive	swag	bag	with	a	 
 Threshers Baseball Cap,  
	 Lil’	Anglers	T-Shirt,	Threshers	 
	 Drawstring	Bag,	and	 
 Membership Card
•	 All	for	only	$25

How Can My Child Join?
Register and pay by card, cash or check 
at	the	BayCare	Box	Office	or	Customer	
Service	behind	section	106	at	BayCare	
Ballpark. 






