Fhe International League-turns 125 this season;-and,
In manyways, it's never looked hetter. OK, the greatest
player of all-time isn’t in the IL this year (as Babe
Ruth was-in 1914 when he played for the Providence
Grays and Baltimore Orioles),-and the color barrier
won’t be broken (which-Jackie Robinson-did in 1946

when he played for Montreal Royals). i

But as-International League President Randy Mobley

points out, the league, which dréw-ever 6.7 million
fans in 2007, expects to set attendance reeords during
the next three years. This séason, Ottawa relocates to
Allentown, -Pa. where the franehise will be-called the
Lehigh Valley IronPigs. "Nekt year, a new ballpark is
scheduled to open in Columbus(Ohio) and Richmend
will move to Gwinnett County (Ga.). Then, Charlotte
will get a new park in 20107

“We have been looking forward te the 2008 season
for a few years now,” Mobley says.  “In each of our
ballparks we will be revisiting spécial moments in the
league’s history and in many cases hosting individuals
who are part of that history. There’s a common thread
that we hope to make apparent between everyone who
has ever attended, played in or worked at an IL game,
It is going to be a season-long celebration.” —

To celebrate,-the league will:

* Revive its Hall of Fame and induct 27 n
members, including Don Buford, a catal§s
for the Indianapolis-Indians’

1963 champl(mshrp team.

between Syrduuse and Rochester. :
Rochester has been in the league for 12
years, and Syracuse for 94. -

Put the anmiversary logo on bases and
balls. :
Hold an on-line photography contest for
fans to show their shots from the ballpark

“Individual clubs will be doing things to emphasiZe
their history and affiliations,” says Mohley; the-leagd
president since 1990. “We want to make this @
historic season in many ways.”

In honor of this milestone season,
we take a look at the IL’s history,
highlights, some of the oddities
and, of course;-the Indianapolis
Indians’ history-in the league.




4 — 1914 — .
e uth‘s 1914 stats. with Baltlmore and
flence mthe InIemational League:

(_:her, he appeared in 35 games, pbsting
ecord; -while allowing 210-hits-in 245
‘_H.ewa}ked 101 and struck out 130.

Carl Mays -

T

; '— s31e vl"
—As_ a _ hitter -in -46= -
games, he was 28- -
for-121 (:231) with
_one- home run and_
AIOJ;nples e

ey

e .

—1946 —

The = Tn;er'qatlgnal--
League boasts that -
Jackie Robinsonspent
1946 playing -for the
1l’s-Montreal Royals

.{' lie Robinson.is one of the
Int&l uhona1 I.eague s most famous
al@@ni, — — - - -

' - = color -harrier in the
Majo _gﬁes the “‘next year It wasn’t an L easy transition_
for R@b son e 2 -

Wiriter Roger Kahn reported this story in a
1946 -exhibition -game - between -Montreal
and-Indianapolis in Deland, Fla. In the first
inning, right after Robinson slid-across home

- plate, a local police officer ran onto the field. -

The cop yelled at Robinson: “Get off the field.
I'm pEitting you in jail.”
Kahf@wrote: - Robinson . claims - his
firs ctlon was to laugh because the
situalion seemed So ludicrous. But he
did 18t laugh. ‘Rebinson had attracted
a huge crewd, which-was common in
the Buth. -And- ‘the crowd- rose-to its -
feet.? (S lndlandpohs players stood
starl@still,  watching: = Then Jackie
turngdt and walked toward the dugout.
And yl-lopper (the Royals® manager)
eme®@ed from lt e et

h

5

at's wrong?” Hopper asked.

“AsKhe cop.”

The Policeman: “Wé-ain’t having Negras and white boys
mix § ‘this town. .You can’t change our way of livin’!’ Negras
and Whites, they can’t sit together. They can’t play together.
And $6u know damin well, they can’t get married together!”-

f)n 'f,n 18, 1946, Robinson debuted w1th four hits,
Incly lng a three-run homer, stole two bases and scored
four@ins. He went on to lead-the IL in hitting (.349) and

runglScored (113) as Montreal won the Governors’ Cup --

charg
threg
dou

pionship. In 124 games that Season,~he collected
home runs, 66 RBI, 40 stolen bases, 155 hits, 25
s and eight triples.

one §

'S a historic season for the ]eague,”_Mobley says, ‘and
fie league takes great pride in.’ -

———hefore - breakmg the —

The International League _
has been the home
to teams in Canada
(Toronto, Hamilton,

- Montreal, Ottawa and
Vancouver), Cuba

- (Havana) and Puerto

Rico (San Juan). That's

where the "Intemahonal"

comes from.

—-1963
From 1887 to 1962, the Indianapolis
Indians werein other leagues. But following
the 1962 season, the-American Association
suspended play after 60. years,-leavmg the
- ~Trihe without a leaguer = -,

-The lnternauondl League team OWners “had
reservations -- mostly aboutthe cost of travel -=but they let
“Indianapolis and Arkansas into the league in 1963 after the
Major Leagues agree‘d—to pay.a $94 000 trave]'subsndy to the
other IL teams,
~_That m_emorable seesaw season, the Indians fell behind the
Atﬁmta Crackers by eight games on Juneé 16, then went on
= ¢ tear. - By-Aug. 4 -they-were eight games ahead of Atlanta.
~Overthenext 15 days, the Indians lost seven games off their
—Jead, and by Aug.-29,-with eight games left in-the season,
_they- were 3. 172 games back heading into. back-te-back
doubleﬁeaders at A&anta
Indlanapohs won three of the four games and went into the
last day of the season needing a doubleheader sweep of
Arkansas to win the division. But the Tribe split and Atlanta
won, leaving the teams tied. . In a one-game-playoff, Fritz
Ackley-pitched a two-hitter and the Indians won, 1-0.

The Indians went on to win the pennant over“Syracuse in five
games.-Then, on Sept. I3, Indianapolis took the Governors’
Cup, beating Atlanta four-games to one, -

Don Buford led the league-in hitting (.336), hits (206),

runs (114) and stolén bases (42). He was named IL Most

Valuable Player and the Sporting News’ Mmor League Player

of the Year.

The Indians moved to-the Pacific Coast League the next
year. They rejoined the IL in 1998

1981

The International League hosted the longest
game in professional baseball history, a
33-inningcontest between Rochester and
“Pawtucket; which began onApril 18; 1981.
The game was Suspended after 32 innings
and-finished June 23. Total playing time:
eight hours and 25 minutes. =
‘”They teIT the story," Mobley says, “about
howat3 a.m. theywere fixingscrambled eggs
in the concession stands for apprommat_ely
‘35 people who stayed. “There are- stories
-about the home plate umpire who took his
nephew to the game and the boy’s mom
calls around frantically to find out where her son is. After
several calls, she finds he’s still at the ballpark. Somebody
else tells the story about going home and informing his wife
he’d been at the ballpark till 4 a.m. He got the ‘I"bet

you were’ response.”

Some of the players that day included Cal
Ripken Jr., Wade Boggs, Bruce Hurst and
Bobby-Ojeda, who was the winning pitcher.

Dallas Williams, who went on to have great
years with the Indianapolis Indians, went
0-for-13- in that game as a member of Rochester.




IL GREATEST MOMENTS

The IL put together a day-by-day ealendar of its greatest
moments. The Indians are listed eight mnes

o April 7, 2005: Boston Red
Sox ace Curt Schilling opens
the season on rehah with
Pawtucket. Schilling’s first game
is at Victory Field, where he is
tagged for seven earned runs on
11 hits.

e April9, 1998:—-Indianapolis, Buffalo and

Louisville join the IL.

s May 29 }908 Pete Rese Jr. cru%heq the first-
pitchr of the fifth inning over the left- =
field wall in- a game at Pawtucket,
starting a rally.of historic ~ = -

_ proportions for the Tribe, The 10—
run inning also mncludes a-two-rim —
homer by Guillermo Garcia, a-three=
run homer by Jason Williams, and

a grand slam by Glenn Murray.” _ -
Historians believe it is the first time
in professional baseball history that

a team “homered for the cycle” in a

single inning.

e July 11, 2001; Victory Field

plays host to the 2001 Triple-A

All-Star Game before a sellout crowd

of 15,868 and a national television

audience on ESPN2. Louisville

outfielder Adam Dunn crushes a

pair of homers, including one that lands on West
Street. Indians first baseman Mike Coolbdugh
also hits a-two-run blast

o July 22, 2000: During the Indians® Governors’
Cup-winning season, Victory Field sets its single-
game attendance record during a Saturday match-
up against the Cotumbus Clippers. -~ = = -

e Aug. 6, 2005: Indianapolis takes. both ends of a
doubleheader from Toledo, 2-1 and 5-4, in an outing that
begins at 6 p.m. Saturday and ends at 1:18 a.m. Sunday. -
The teams play again-at 2 p.m. Sunday, and the Indians
win, 6-1 -- their third victory over the Mud Hens in-a 24
hour span. = -

~ THE INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE H

" The Infernational League Boseb
- Association created the IL Hall of

in 1947 and continued to induct §

through 1963. In all, 51 players

“Then, for some reason,” Mobley s
drops off the face of the earth aff

Mobley guesses the writers c':ssoci';
disbanded, “but we have no undl
it happened.”

For the pcsf 10 years or so, leogue
have talked about reviving the hall.
weren't even sure who was in it,” Mg
- says. “One of my biggest fears wcts
~would start it up again, induct somex
then have some long lost relative co
of the woodwork and say, ‘that’s nice
was originally inducted back in *52."

DID YOU KNOW? =

* William “Rasty” Wriglit, believed to-be the firs
Leaguer to amass.2,000 hits, collected hits 65 th
365 for Hamilton in 1886-87. He batted . 427 18l

o Jack Ogden won 27,731, 24, 17, 19, 28, -
24 and 21 games for Baltimore from 1920-
27 before he got called to-the majors in 1928.

¢ Babe Dye, who -

played for Buffalo -

from 1922-25 and-

Foronto and Baltimore

in 1926, wentontoa. — -
Hall-of Fame careerin-—— = -
the Nationat Hockey ‘_‘_"
Ledgue =

* Rube Parnham-won

20 “consecutive ganies

~—for Baltimore in 1923,

~He-ended up wuming

33 contests that vear -

» Aug. 9, 1998: The Internatienal League becomes?he »—‘but wasn't called to the —

first National Association League to-draw five-million fans ir nr—-majorss — -

a single season; bolstered by the Triple-A realignment anél
expansion that gave the league 14 clubs. - Less than three: -
weeks later, the lL records its six mlllionth fan. =T

e Sept. 2, 1598 Indxatrapoﬁs ﬁrst Tbaseman RGberto

Petagine is named the International League’s Most Valuable
“Player for the second consecutive
“-Seasort, ‘beéommg_»the ﬁrst’ player
to be sohonored - m back-to- back
yeax’s._ e ;

« Bill Kelly Hit 100
home runs and drove :
in 431 -runs for

—Buffalo from 1924-26. HlS lifetime Major Ledgue stats

homers, 5 RBL.

- Jimmy Walsh 1ed the league wﬂ:h a SﬂS‘aYei'age‘ iﬁ 1926

He was 40 years old. T - R

. George Quellich-had 15 consecuuve hlts for Readmg from

Aug. 9-12; 1929. He wn}l be mdueted—mto the H- Hal] of
Fame this year.
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